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Hi s Excell ency Mahinda Rajapaksads address
Bhutan

- Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to be with all of you in this serene and enchant-
ing city of Thimphu.

Prime Minister Thinley, you have today assumed the Chair in the Silver Jubi-
lee Year of SAARC. | pledge my wholehearted cooperation towards the suc-
cess of your leadership of our Association. In keeping with the national tradi-
tions of the people of Bhutan, we have been accorded a most warm welcome
and generous hospitality by the Royal Government of Bhutan. Excellency, |
value this opportunity to be in your country with which we share a common
spiritual bond and long-lasting friendship.

Excellencies, when we met in Colombo at the 15th SAARC Summit less than two years ago, Sri Lanka had been
engaged against terrorism for a period, sadly spanning over three decades. The defeat of separatism and terror-
ism since then has given us now the opportunity to engage in open discussions and reach consensus, without the
fear of guns. With the strong mandate expressed at both the recent Presidential and Parliamentary elections, | am
now ready to lead our nation and her children to a brighter future. | am confident that in this effort, | will have
the fullest encouragement and cooperation from Sri
this forum today.

Excellencies,Distinguished Dele- = = _‘;m;::ﬁf\:k:ﬂ‘\::.
gates, ’ ’ -

SAARC is the one organization
working for the welfare and socio
-economic advancement of the
people of our region. Our hall-
mark and indeed our strength, is
our collective identity, promoted
and strengthened by over two
decades of regional cooperation
ithin the SAARC framework. It
has been and remains a crucial §
actor in forging closer links
among our governments and
more importantly, amongst our
people. As SAARC marks its Silver
ubilee, we must take pride in
he efforts taken since 1985, step by step, to build the Association. We now stand on the doorstep of our contin-
ed onward journey, towards the next generation of cooperative efforts. More >> Page 74
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EDITORIAL

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) as a vehicle for unity, prosperity, devel-
opment and diversity

South Asian Regional Cooperation is a political unity, a
regional organization consisting of nations with oneness
in cultures, heritage, appearance, behavior and very
The
giant India from where the members have inherited ori-

many ways. 6gi ant 6
gins of languages, religion and culture. India has been
a fertile ground and origin for great religions such as
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and other cul-
tures of diversity. There is a oneness in SAARC Nations
in most features and the differences are less. These
countries were inter connected and interwoven with
each other for thousands of years with religious, cultural
and economic bonds. When the other countries in the
world group together for economic and other benefits
as power blocs, the SAARC was set up in 1985 with a
few countries in the South Asian bloc which has now
expanded to Afghanistan. Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Many other
countries have sought an observer status and requested
for working arrangements. Considering the enormous
1/4th of the

globe, the observer status were offered to China. Euro-

size and the population which consists of

pean Union, Iran, Japan, Korea, Mauritius and United
States.

By looking at the origin and the development of SAARC,
one observes that the status have been taken in the
development to-date by following the progress and de-
velopment of the European Union which today is the
most successful political, regional organization. Euro-
pean Union is the most developed and powerful regional

organization - SAAR® following it.

EU is an economic and political union of 27 member
tates located primarily in Europe. It has developed a
ingle market through a standards system of laws which
pply in all member states guaranteeing the freedom of

s-and capital.

It operates through a system of inter governmentalism
and super nationalism. EU originated with five coun-
tries in 1951 by the treaty of 1957. The countries were
enemies fighting with each other and today embodied in
a union with commonness in many areas which is day
by day reaching the state and a stage of a super State.
The progress in the inception has been steady and con-
structive. Today the writ of the centre runs length and
breadth of 27 nations covering large areas and exercis-

p d"P POWRS on rpgmbey sfates. E 13 fogethef 3s;a gt

in foreign policy facing the world and moreover as an
economic unit concentrating on individual and collective
development.

SAARC was established in 1985 by the heads of state of
governments of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka initially to provide a platform for
the people of South Asia to work together in a spirit of
friendship, trust and understanding. The development
of SAARC is slow but steady. From 1985 onwards the
heads of States met and declarations were agreed upon.
But the effects and implementation of declarations were
not as fast as the EU.

In terms of population SAARC covers one fourth of the
globe which is 1.5 billion people. The SAARC was un;
able to play a crucial role in integration but used as a
platform and an area to enhance cooperation and
friendship among nations. Though the effect was mini-
mal the fact that the leaders met personally made a big
difference in the political culture. SAARC has made few
achievements such as Free Trade Agreement and num-
ber of other developments in the sphere of professional-

ism politics and development.

On the whole when you look at overall SAARC is a suc;
cess story on which we can build on. Now it is time for
SAARC nations to get together, fight together , work
together and prosper together as it is the time for Asia
when the West is weak and crumbling. SAARC can
boast of being democratic especially Sri Lanka and India
which are model democracies. India is an emerging
super power with fast developing tiger economy. China
though not a member of SAARC has an interest in

SAARC and a close friend of SAARC nations.
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It is easy for SAARC nations to work together because they are unique and similar in cultural behaviors , edu-
cation , religion and many other ways. When the world is becoming small with the fast development of cyber

technology SAARC can pool their resources carefully for the benefit of everybody by showing and caring them-
selves. The only difficulty in integration is the sheer magnitude and the enormous size of India which one feels

would stimulate others. But taking example of the EU how they treat tiny states as equals the success of the

SAARC will depend on the behavior of India towards others.

India has many ambitions. One is to be a member of the Security Council and the world power as much as
the Sri Lankadéds ambition to be the wonder of Asi a.
gether. The good news is that they work together and act as a unity in the diplomatic and political arena.
SAARC members do not fight with each other like the Europeans fought previously which led to world wars. Sri
Lanka maintains warm and close relationships with giant India thousands of years with no threat of invasion
which indicates their development and closeness and the standard of international relations. It is time and op-
portune for SAARC members to be united wherever they are. In the UAE 80% of the population mostly consist
of citizens from Indian sub -continent of which majority belongs to the Indian community. They are well organ-
ized and extremely a productive and enterprising group. So are the other SAARC nations. The unity in a for-
eign soil will promote and have ripple effect on the unity together in the country because today the expatriates
of any nation are extremely powerful. So are the expatriates of the respective nations of the SAARC world-
wide.

There is no way that happenings in the Middle East will have any influence or ripple effect on SAARC nations
because SAARC nations are predominantly mild and democratic. They never clamour for drastic changes and
the respective leaders were democratically elected through periodic fair elections. It is a pleasant situation
where the SAARC nations in the UAE are united in all the areas and the unity and the strength will extend to
the length and breadth of the universe to elevate the SAARC region as one of the most powerful and effective

regional unit.

VISION AND MISSION FOR SAARC

SAARC is a regional organization. Regulations accepted and practiced by the United Nations. UN is so enor-
mous that it cannot function all the areas on its own. Therefore United Nations have permitted and allowed
the regional organizations to flourish. Classic example is the EU which is the most powerful regional organiza-
tion which is aiming to be a Super State consisting of 27 countries where the writ of the EU runs through the
length and breadth of the area.

SAARC started in 1983 though slow has achieved many inroads within a passage of time through declarations,
meetings of the Heads of States and the Projects. The political climate has changed since inception and there is
a consensus that the nations should work together.




Issue :- 02 Volume 02
February 2011

Issued by the Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka Villa No. 03. Sector E4, Madinat Zayed, Abu Dhabi

Indian Social and Cultural Centre in Abu Dhabi.

Asians wherever they are.

world is shaking with the current political turmoil.

South Asian Cultural Show .

Sri Lankan Embassy in the UAE is organizing a South Asian Cultural Show on 28 March 2011 at the

In the UAE 80% out of the entire population is expatriates amongst whom most are from South Asian

subcontinent. They work and line as a one unit and it is time for us to strengthen our unity when the

H.E . the Ambassador of Sri Lanka in UAE will be presenting the enews on SAARC to the SAARC A
bassadors who represent the SAARC subcontinent in the UAE. The current issue of this e-news deals

g with investment and international relations among the nations in the Asian subcontinent.

South Asian unity as a vehicle for development, prosperity and to emerge victorious

as a powerful region in the world community.

It is time for the South Asians to be united in the pre-
sent economic and political world order. When the en-
tire financial system in the world was crumbling South
Asia and South Asians stood firm and victorious. The
countries in South Asia are mild, friendly and democ-
ratic. They live together, struggle together and work
together and there is oneness in culture, religion,
behaviour , education and many other areas with lot of
similarities and few differences. We should be con-
scious about the current situation in the other regions
and make sure that there will not be a ripple effect of
the happenings around. There is no way that we will
have a ripple effect because all South Asian leaders are
democratically elected and had periodic, fair and impar-
tial elections to elect the leaders and legislators. India
and China are emerging world powers and it is the era
for Asians especially South Asians which covers one
fourth of the globe to strengthen unity. We learn from

EU where the member states during world wars fought

hard with each other as arch enemies . Destruction of
properties is in trillions and destruction of human lives
were in millions. There is no way now there is going to
be unpleasant scenarios in the EU because they are po

litically and economically bonded together.

If you observe the development of SAARC carefully one
can fathom that the decisions on SAARC were taken
with the development of EU are hard working SAARC
community is united and considered to be holding the
highest positions in all walks of life as expatriates in the
UAE. We show solidarity, oneness and unity among
south Asians for our own good and for our own bene-
fits. This cultural show is organized with the support
and best intentions and this e-news is presented to the
South Asian community in the UAE through H.E. the

Ambassadors who represent eight SAARC Nations.
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Speeches Made By Other SAARC Leaders At The 16th SAARC Summit - Thimphu, Bhutan

This is the text of Indian Prime Minister Manmohan  Address by Prime Minister of Pakistan Syed Yusuf Raza

Singh'’s speech at the inauguration of the 16th SAARC

summit Summit

At t he out s oPrime Minister Jigmi Y.
congratulate His Excel- Thinley, Distinguished Heads
lency the Prime Minister of of Delegation of SAARG

Bhutan Lyonchhen Jigmi
Thinley for his unanimous
election as chairperson of

the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.

More >> Page 75

Address by the Pri me
of Bangladesh, Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Excellency Prime Minis
ter Jigmi Y. Thinley,

Hondodbl e Presi
Ministers of SAARC Member
States,

Distinguished Delegates and Observers

More >> Page 79

Address by Hon. Madhav Kumar Nepal, Prime Minister

at the 16th SAARC Summit

Gilani At the Sixteeth SAAR(

Member States, Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is a privilege to participate in the Sixteenth Summit

tion.
More >> Page 7

Mi ni s tA@dress@y Presigiest of\Malgiyes Idop. dohpreeg u b
Nasheed at the inaugural session of Sixteenth SAARC

Your Highness, Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies, Distinguished
Guests and Delegates, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

me
| am delighted to be here, in
the enchanting city of Thimphu, for this, the Sixteenth

SAARC Summit.
More >> Page 8

of the South Asian Association for Regional Coopera:

Address by Honourable Jigmi Y. Thinley, Prime Minis-

e

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates and
Observers, Ladies and gentle-
m e n ;
May I, at the outset, express
my warm congratulations to

Your Excellency for your assumption of the onerous re-

sponsibility of the Chairperson of the SAARC.
More >> Page 85

Address by the President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan At The 16th SAARC Summit

In the name of Allah, Most Merciful and

Honorable Prime Minister Jigme Yoezer
ernment,Distinguished delegates, Ladies and

It is a great pleasure for me and my delega-

tan, a country is known for the protection of AN

_ B .
Excellencies, Distinguished ’
. Delegates, Ladies and Gentle-

| men,

«
v
<

5

Twenty five years ago, inspired . 1 !
by the common desire to build a | w )
harmonious and prosperous /&=
community through regional

cooperation, our wise predecessors crafted a charter
that embodies the enduring hopes and dreams of South
Asia. More >> Page 8

Compassionate.

Thinley, Excellencies heads of state and gov
Gentlemen,

| tion to be among you today in beautiful Bhu-
its environment.

More >> Page 90

5
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Inependance Day Celebration at the Hotel Hilton

Lighting of the oil lamp at Hotel Hilton

In this picture left to right: Madam Geetha Wijesinghe, H.

The Ambassador in UAE H.E. Sarath Wijesinghe, Minister

of Education & Minister of Higher Education in The protocol officer, Minister of Education, H.E. The Am-
UAE. bassador & Minister of Higher Education.

Performersé6 from youth council with Mr. Hemantha Kahawal age,
dor, Mr.

Piyum Perera, Mr. Sanath Weerasooriya, Mrs. Wijerathne Mendis & Mr. Amila Wijesinghe.(from left to right)

Sri Lankan Embassy - Abu Dhabi
Tel : 02 6316444 Fax : 02 6331661

e mail : lankamb@emirates.net.ea Web : www.srilankaembassyuae.com
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The best human rights mechanism ever

Sri Lankan Government has appointed the Human Rights Commission under§
the 17"amendment in order to monitor, foster, encourage, protect and pro- :
mote human rights in Sri Lanka. The head of the HRC is a highly respected :
and retired Supreme Court Judge Priyantha Perera who will take reins of the :
Human Rights Commission and the next is the appointment of Bribery Com- :
mission and other Independent Commissions set up under the Constitution.

Bribery Commission is an institution with enormous powers. There are cur- :
rently many inquiries against former politicians, government servants and :
even a former Chief Justice. The Bribery Commission will commence proceed-:
ings shortly . :

Appeal to the community For The Flood Relief by H.E. the Ambassador

The destruction caused by the recent floods in Sri Lanka is unprece-

= dented and it is informed that it is only second to Tsunami. It is esti-

= mated that Sri Lanka needs US dollars 600 million for reconstruction.

Floods have washed out thousands of acres of paddy and nearly 1.2{g
million is affected; 9576121 acres of paddy land in 25 districts is dam-
aged. There are over 172536 people staying in 1000 camps. The dan

age caused is RS.50 billion.

It is true this destruction is unprecedented but we have the strength to recover and get on with our lives. We

are victorious in one thing the unwinnable war that you suffered for 30 years. We succeeded it in 3 years.

What is now needed is confidence, solidarity and to work together to help our brethren. In this exercise the
expatriates worldwide has a major role to play. Therefore | invite all the expatriates in the Middle East and

worldwide to get together, work together and to help together. The Sri Lankan Embassy in UAE and the com-

munity has launched a project to get assistance in material, kind and cash. Please remit your assistance in cash,
to Sri Lanka Embassy in UAE or the Sri Lanka Consulate in Dubai. The two main collection centres are the:

UAE Embassy office and the Dubai Consulate office.
Sarath Wijesinghe

H.E. the Ambassador in the UAE for Sri Lanka




Issue :- 02 Volume 02
February 2011

Issued by the Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka Villa No. 03. Sector E4, Madinat Zayed, Abu Dhabi

WORLD CONSUMER DAY

The e-news for March will salute the consumers and the
consumer organizations for having organized themselves
for the betterment of
the consumers who are
entitted to receive a
better service from the
traders and industrial-

ists.

The theme of the world

consumer day is con-

sumers for fair financial
services and we will give the link for the readers to have
access to the topic on
Ambassador of UAE which you can access via the Sri

Lanka websited www.srilankaembassyuae.com

Is your money managed by others really belong to

you?

World consumer day was first observed on 15th March
1983 in order to promote basic rights of all consumers
for demanding that those rights are protected and re-
spected. The identified consumer rights by the United
Nations are right to satisfaction of basic needs, right to
safety, right to be informed, right to choose, right to be

heard, right to redress, right to consumer education,
and right for a healthy environment. Do we really enjoy
these cherished rights is a moot issue .This is the frame-
work on which the domestic consumer mechanisms in
respective countries have been formulated depending
on the circumstances and atmosphere of respective ju-
risdictions. In a free economy consumerism plays a ma-
jor role in reducing the cost of living and providing the
citizen consumer items of quality at an affordable prize.

AConsumer

We have embraced free economy in 1978 in place of
close economy replacing the concept of price control
ng dayls.
is powerful by organizing themselves with the backing of

introduced duri war
the civil society and the media. Other parts of the world
too consumerism is vibrant and powerful except in Sri
Lanka still in the primitive stages. Consumer Interna-
tional every year chooses an important topic as a slogarn
to activate the consumer movement and keep the
movement alive. Last year the issue was Junk food gen-
this year
is very opportune on the current financial crisis and un-

eration and it s
certainty due to the recent unpleasant experiences
worldwide on economy and financial crisis that crippled
the world economy to a grinding halt. Consumer world-
wide is a powerful force well organised with media
worldwide. It was celebrated with the leadership of the
Consumer Affairs authority the main regulator. This year
the mantel and the leadership is on the Public Utilities
Commissioniagomgr relguslago[j aecté on, beha||[| ?‘”E .the ¢
interest of the Consumer defined in both CAA and PUS
as fany potenti

made available for a consideration by any trader or
Charter

tion and public law remedies available in the system of

-

actual or a l

manufacturer. 0O on
law has some opening in promoting and enjoying con-
sumer rights which are a basic human right. World con-
sumer day initiatives can be concerned with the food we
eat, medicine we take, products we use and most im-
portantly the money we earn the hard way which is be-
ing owned and managed by others on our behalf. There
should be transparency in dealing/managing and ac-
countability for our hard earned money which is
lacking the

anywhere in world.

Theme last two years

The theme last two years has been Junk food Generar
tion (please browse net to retrieve the article on Junk
food generation on Sunday Leader/ Sunday Observer
Nation and Websites on 15/3/2009 by typing the topic,
writers name and the name of the paper and websites)
based on the preparation of unhealthy food especially
for the children and the health hazards and spread of
diseases.
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Famous fast food chains and the small and large food
chains in food industry have been the culprits against
whom the consumerism movement and the civil society
waged war for better healthy and quality food at a rea-

sonable price. Yet the health of the generation world
wide is day by day deteriorating. This disturbed our tra-
ditional food culture that made our Nation powerful and

healthy with locally manufactured food and living with

ANatureo.

Is your money managed by others really belong
to you?

Central Banks, Banks, and financial institutions manage
our money for which their accountability to the investor

is less or no. The world financial crisis was due to the
fraudulent conduct and mismanagement of financial in-
stitutions in the USA and UK and the west to which the
entire world had to pay a high price. In the West the

house market on which the money market was depend-
ing collapsed as a result of over inflating the property

We st i s
spending was based on paperwork of financial institu-

mar ket s. used to
tions. Nation was sued to live on loans and credit cards.
This is not safe in the long run. They are a nation of
debtors living on debts with no shame or hesitations
unlike Asians who are reluctant to live under the roof of
a mortgaged property belong to others. We tend to lead
a simple life with our own money instead of enjoying
comforts on borrowed money. We escaped the crisis
because we are traditionalist and careful in dealing with
money. Our banks were cautious and strictly adhered to
rules. In England bank managers were so corrupt that
they went after lenders offering loans for a considera-
tion leading to the collapse of the financial institutions in
UK and USA recovering at a very sloe pace. Loans were
ranted with inflated values and USA and UK fell down
ogether with the EU and other connected jurisdictions.
It is taking time to recover. Are the banks and financial
nstitutions are honest or competent to manage our
oney is a moot issue as they are answerable to the
tate and the share holders and not those investors
hich amount to 80% of the value of establishment. No
teps are taken to be answerable to the investors and all
teps are taken to educate and for the safety of the
hare holders who are not necessarily the investees.

They posses a nominal share and have the lion share of
t he
sharks in the field of financial gold mine. It is time the

profit perks and
consumer movement take these challenges in order to
take legal and other procedural steps for accountability
and proper protection of the investors and for a fair
hearing and share the management in line with the
powers of the share holders. We have no control and
access of our money nor are we informed of the mode
of investments to which the share holders have full ac-
cess legal and otherwise. Once you part with money you

have no control and accountability.

n26 Bill.
Lanka

on Unregul ated

amongst otherso

This example is chosen not to be critical, but to learn
t he
nami of Sri Lanka and it is a miracle we stood straight

|l essons for future.

d~e%3ite the collapse of western economies due to their
fi

re |} Card V|ng‘wh.er
own ol ly nGreedo wit

an
and other episodes too damaged our economy and the
trust on the system. Loss of funds of innocent investors
and families had to pay the ultimate price for which the

investors and the so called regulators were responsible
Investments were genuine money mostly of expatriates
ndl ed

circulation. Large sums belong to genuine and innocent

and also funds swi Vi
large and small time investors attracted by high interest
rates and personnel media publicity by the directors
readily invested due their personal glory to attract inves-
tors looking for easy money on interest-some on retire-
ment and some funds collected by selling life time as-
sets. Golden Key has been one of the many unregulated
financial institutions blatantly violating the basic princi-
ples of monitory management. It damaged the trust on
Banks and financial institutions damaging our image in
country and abroad. The financial collapse in the west
gave some relief to out economy from near collapse.
Therefore it is time the financial regulator the Central
Bank to bring legislation as a matter of urgency to pro-
tect the investors by affording them avenues to monitor
and find our the financial management which is their
right to know as a main ingredient of the rights formu-

lated by the United Nations.

benef i

fun

Thi
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Central Bank is the is the reserve bank of a State with
Exclusive privileges to lend the government its cur-
rency, lender of the last resort, lender to banks and the
main financial regulator. European Central Bank and
Federal Reserve system in the USA manages the re-
spective financials. In Sri Lanka Central Bank is man-
aged based on the management of the Bank of England
as the main regulator on finance of the Nation. It imple-
ments and maintains the financial policy. Now the Cen-
tral Bank headed by an able head has taken steps to
supervise the errant and illegal financial institutions that
were free to swindle the genuine investors who have
lost the investments. Other regulator responsible for
this mishap is the Consumer Affairs Authority now al-
most defunct as a result of infighting by the lady Direc-
tor General sacked twice- Lady Jayasuriya close friend
of Silva appointed by former Minister Fernandapullie
recommended by the controversial former Chief Justice.
On the second occasion Silva directed the Chairman
CAA and the Board to take her back- Now she is sacked
again. This is a sad situation when the CAA should be
active to meet the high cost of living and high prices of
unjust traders. This is the era the CAA should be pro
active to help the President and the nation to provide
the citizen healthy and quality consumer items and ser-
vices at an affordable price. Central Bank and CAA
should have done a lot to protect the financial consum-
ers who would be protected and used for the develop-
ment as money is a commodity more important and
powerful than consumer items. It is still not too late for
the two institutions to work together and it is time for
the CAA to start the consumer pages again to educate
and the State.

the consumer Trader Industrialist,

Financial and Insurance Ombudsman in Sri

Lanka

These are not Government Institutions. Appointments
of this high ranking and important positions are made
by the Bankers and Financial Institutions in order to
bring about settlements amicably on financial disputes
which retard economic developments and development
of the country. This procedure has been proved effec-
tive and successful with the intervention of the GOOD
OFFICE of the two heads of institutions - a respected
Law professor and an eminent retired Judge setting an

example to the rest of the world.

During the period this writer headed the CAA the two
institutions worked in harmony with CAA forwarding
the issues to each other institutions and engaged in
constant dialogs to settle matters amicably. It is time
the CAA reactivated the procedure once again as it is a
burning need to the community and the business as a
whole. To the credit to the two institutions most of the
conflicts were settled amicably helping the economy to
kick off which we are emerged victorious from the war
on terror.

Transparency

Honesty and transparency in business dealing are rare
in Sri Lanka. Consumers are expected to sign blank
papers in which the contents are wither in a language
not understood or in small illegible letters. During litiga-
tions and disputes Fat Cat Lawyers steamrolle innocent
consumer either not represented of represented by a
junior lawyer! Credit Cards are sold with misdirected
information and authority to deduct money from ac-
countants of the employers of the institutions. Credit
Card salesmen are hovering round the workplaces on
the pay day for their pray and cheat them selling Credit
Cards. End of the month only the innocent consumer is
left with a balance sheet with all the deductions of ex-
penses with the monthly salary details. If the agree-
ment is for one year the innocent consumer will not be
able to get out of the trap for the full year! In the West
the consumer is sharp and educated on shrewd busi-
ness deals and used to living on banks and credit
cards. Our culture and breeding is not that. Sri Lanka
average citizen does not feel safe to live in a mort-
gaged house where as in the West majority of property
is mortgaged and it is the order of the day. We must
not get into the trap of credit card living and living on
loans. We should not be a Nation of debtors.
Kennady on 15/03/1962 declared to the congress that
consumers are the largest economic group affecting
and affected by almost every public and economic deci-
sion they are the only important group whose views
are often not heard. It is sad yet true that this state-
ment still valid in the present context and it is the Duty
of the civil society the statutory institutions and the
consumer as a whole to organise themselves in the
interest of the society with the wave of organisation
initiate by the Consumer International and the media.10
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It is time for us to organise more and more consumer
organisations and the non governmental organisations
must explore this area instead of not dabbling in our
internal political issues. Civil Society and the profession-
to play a major in this area.

als have role

The way forward

The theme this year is most appropriate to us and the
entire world as the most important and precious com-
modity is our own money for which we have no control
over and managed by others without our approval. This
is a sorry state as there should be better and more ac-
countability and safety for our own funds we earn so
hard. We must press for the intervention of the regula-
tors Central Bank, Consumer Affairs Authority and other
regul atory bodiesbéo
Telecommunication Regulator ect. At the same time the

such

consumer should be alert and organise themselves. CAA
mooted this concept during 2005to 2007 and encour-
aged the
(Please refer the book on Consumerism in Sri Lanka by
the Author) We must take steps to stop repeat of fur-
ther fii

concept of AJust

nanci al Tsunami 6 in

Consumers a powerful force worldwide

World Consumer Day was first observed on
March 15, 1983 to promote basic rights of all
consumers to ensure that those rights are

protected and respected

The identified consumer rights by the United Nations
are the right to satisfaction of basic needs, right to
safety, right to be informed, right to choose, right to be
heard, right to redress, right to consumer education
and right for a healthy environment.

This is the framework on which the domestic consumer
mechanisms in respective countries have been formu-
lated depending on the circumstances and atmosphere
of respective jurisdictions.

a s andPpevietful. Fowddér,i Ski LanKka §sSstill (A B Prims

In a free economy consumerism plays a major role in
reducing the cost of living and providing the citizen
consumer items of quality at
an affordable price. We have
embraced free economy in| =
1978 in place of close econ- [ggit
omy replacing the concept of =
price control introduced dur-
ing war days.

In the West consumerism is g
powerful as those countries [

have organized the system [ & J.
with the backing of the civil [ k-
society and the media. —

In other parts of the world too consumerism is vibrant

tive stages. Consumer International every year chooses
an important topic as a slogan to activate the con-
sumer movement and keep the movement alive. Last
year ghd issue wasrjuthk fobdd genetatiorc amdhtisislyeaeitr
is fAyour money our
current financial crisis and uncertainty due to the re-
cant uinpleasant éxperience worldwide on economy, the
financial crisis that crippled the world economy to a
grinding halt.

Consumer worldwide is a powerful force well organized
with media worldwide. It was celebrated with of the
Consumer Affairs Authorit
mantle of leadership falls on the Public Utilities Com-
mission, another regulator acts on behalf of the inter-
est of the consumer defined in both CAA and PUSI as
Afany potenti al
made available for a consideration by any trader or
manufacturer. o Charter on
tion and public law remedies available in the system of
law have some opening in promoting and enjoying con-
sumer rights which are a basic human right.

actual or

World consumer day initiatives can be concerned with
the food we eat, medicine we take, products we use
and most importantly the money we earn the hard way
is being managed by others on our behalf. There
should be transparency in dealing/managing and ac-
countability.
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The theme of past two years has been junk food gen-
eration based on the preparation of unhealthy food.
Famous fast food chains and small and large food
chains in food industry have been the culprits against
whom the consumerism movement and the civil society
waged war for against. Yet the health of the generation
worldwide is deteriorating. This disturbed our traditional
food culture that made our Nation powerful and healthy

It takes time to recover. Are the banks and financial in-
stitutions are honest or competent to manage our
money is a moot issue as they are answerable to the
State and the shareholders and not those investors
which amount to 80 percent of the value of establish-
ment.

No steps are taken to be answerable to the investors
and all steps are taken to educate and for the safety of

with locally manufactur ed fhe shdrehalded whoiare indl gecessarilyfthe hestdrsu r ¢
Is your money managed by others ? They possess a nominal shlar
of the profit perks and blen

Central Banks, Banks, and financial institutions manage
our money for which their accountability to the investor
is less. The world financial crisis was due to the fraudu-
lent conduct and mismanagement of financial institu-
tions in the USA and UK and the west to which the en-
tire world had to pay a high price. In the West the
house market on which the money was depending on,
collapsed as a result of over inflation of the property
mar ket s. We s t i s used t o
spending was based on paperwork of financial institu-
tions.

This is not safe in the long run. They are a nation of
debtors living on debts with no shame or hesitations
unlike Asians who are reluctant to live under the roof of
a mortgaged property belonging to others. We tend to
lead a simple life with our own money instead of enjoy-
ing comforts on borrowed money. We escaped the cri-
sis because we are traditionalist and careful in dealing
with money.

UN Consumer Rights

* Right to satisfaction of basic needs
* Right to safety

* Right to be informed

* Right to choose, right to be heard
* Right to redress

* Right to consumer education

* Right for a healthy environment

Our banks were cautious and strictly adhered to rules.
In England, bank managers were so corrupt that they
went after lenders offering loans leading to the collapse
of the financial institutions in UK and USA recovering at
a slow pace.

Loans were granted with inflated values and USA and
UK fell together with the EU and other connected juris-

sharks in the field of financial gold mine.

It is time the consumer movement take these challenges
to take legal and other procedural steps for accountabil-
ity and proper protection of the investors and for a fair
hearing and share the management in line with the
powers of the shareholders.

We have no control and access to our money nor are we
informed of the mode of investment to which the share-
hdid€rs leadei full acdess ledab andl oihdrviise. @ritee Yo
part with money you have no control and accountability.
26 Billion Unregul ated
amongst otherso

This example is chosen not to be critical, but to learn
lessons for the future. This is the worst financial tsunami
of Sri Lanka and it is a miracle we stood straight despite
the collapse of western economies due to their own folly
and t h s el
episodes too damaged our economy.

Central Bank is the reserve bank of a State with exclu
sive privileges to lend the Government its currency,
lender of the last resort, lender to banks and the main
financial regulator.

European Central Bank and Federal Reserve system in
the USA manages the respective financial. In Sri Lanka
Central Bank is managed based on the management of
the Bank of England as the main regulator on finance of
the Nation.

It implements and maintains the financial policy. Now
the Central Bank headed by an able head has taken
steps to supervise the errant and illegal financial institu-
tions that were free to swindle the genuine investors
who have lost the investments. Other regulator respon-
sible for this mishap is the Consumer Affairs Authority
The CAA should be active to meet the high cost of living
and high prices of unjust traders.

ifiGreedodo wi utter
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This is the era the CAA should be pro-active to help
the President and the nation to provide the citizen
healthy and quality consumer items and services at
an affordable price.

The Central Bank and CAA should have done a lot to
protect the consumer.

It is still not too late for the two institutions to work
together and it is time for the CAA to start the con-
sumer pages again to educate the consumer Trader
Industrialist, and the State.

Consumerism and Regulatory Powers in

Sri Lanka

Consumerism is the activism of the consumers and
the response from the Government, traders, indus-
trialists and manufacturers. Consumerism is well
organised and powerful globally but not in Sri

Lanka. In the West, consumerism has led to self
regulation of trade and indirect price control due to

fierce competition.

In Sri Lanka anti-merger and competition promo-
tion are still in its primitive stages. Whereas in the
West they say that the consumer is the King, and
that the consumer is always right. This shows the
importance given to the consumer on whom the
"Trader" (trader includes trader, manufacturer and
the industrialist).

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and many
other conventions and norms have accepted con-
sumer rights as a human right.

Article 25 of the Universal Declaration confirm the
right to a standard of living adequate for the health

and well-being of himself and of his family includ-
ing food, clothing, housing and medical care and
necessary social services and the right to security
in the event of unemployment, sickness, old age,
or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond
control.

It is the duty of any government in power to pave
the way for the consumer to enjoy their rights
which are more fully described by the United Na-
tions as follows:

1. The right to satisfaction of basic needs: To have
access to basic, essential goods and services, ade-
qguate food, clothing, shelter, healthcare, educa-
tion, public utilities, water and sanitation.

2. The right to safety: To be protected against
products, production processes and services which

3. The right to be informed: To be given the facts needed
to make an informed choice, and to be protected against
dishonest or misleading advertising and labelling.

4. The right to choose: To be able to select from a range
of products and services, offered at competitive prices
with an assurance of satisfactory quality.

5. The right to be heard: To have consumer interests rep-
resented in the making and execution of government pol-
icy, and in the development of products and services.

6. The right to redress: To receive a fair settlement of
just claims, including compensation for misrepresentation,
shoddy goods or unsatisfactory services.

7. The right to consumer education: To acquire knowl-
edge and skills needed to make informed, confident
choices about goods and services, while being aware of
basic consumer rights and responsibilities and how to act
on them.

The right to a healthy environment: To live and work in
an environment which is non-threatening to the well -
being of present and future generations.

In Sri Lanka, the only piece of legislation available for the

protection of consumers and also to protect "Traders" by

regulating trade is the Consumer Affairs Authority Act No.

9 of 2003, which has replaced the Consumer Protection
Act, the Fair Trading Commission Act and the Control of
Prices Act which more or less based on principles of
closed economy.

Open economy was introduced in Sri Lanka in 1977 and
the concept of price controls and the assignment of price
control inspectors are a part of history. It has been the

policy of the then government of Sri Lanka to provide for

a better protection of consumers to the regulation of

trade and the prices of goods and services and to protect
traders and manufacturers against unfair trade practices
and restricted to trader practices.

Mahinda Chintana provides the same protection for the
consumers and the traders, especially the local industrial-
ists and manufacturers and traders whilst continuing free
economic policies which is the world trend today.

It assures rapid measures to resolve financial and other
problems faced by wholesale and retail traders who are
vital elements in the national economy. In the Consumer
Affairs Authority, the consumer is defined as "actual or
potential user of any goods or services made available for
a consideration by any trader or manufacturer" which
means every citizen who even intends to be a potential
consumer is a consumer.
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The trade is regulated politically by the Minister of
Trade, the Government, and the business community
whilst the CAA is performing the duties as the main
regulatory body in the country, also exercising quasi
judicial functions based on natural justice. The appoint-
ment of a regulator is in line with the regulators and
regulatory bodies in the West.

The best example is the regulator for British Rail. In the

United Kingdom, it is one of the most powerful institu-

tions which have enormous powers. A Regulator is ap-
pointed for a quick, reasonable and impartial solution

considering all circumstances avoiding complex proce-
dure and delay. Therefore, Regulators and Regulatory
bodies are chosen very carefully by respective govern-
ments.

The regulation of trade is governed by Part Il of the Act
which has authorised the Authority to study on the dis-
tribution of goods and services, to issue directions to
manufacturers or traders in respect of price marking,
labelling and picketing of goods, giving directions not to
sell or offer above marked price, directions or determin-
ing standards specifications relating to goods and sup-
ply of services, by inquiring into complaints and acting
based on natural justice, enter into agreements with
traders for maximum price of goods and standards, give
directions against refusal to sell goods, denial of pos-
session of any goods for purposes of grade or the sale
of such goods subject to conditions, directions against
hoarding of goods by any trader, declare certain items
essential to the life of the community, advise the Minis-
ter on the subject and the procedure and to conduct
inquiries against the violations, refer matters to the
Consumer Affairs Council where the prices are exces-
sive, investigation into references made by the Director
General or a member of the public and to study and
report to the Minister on matters referred by the Min-
ster to study, give advisory reference to the Minister
and to publication of reports, direct traders to display
price lists, registration of traders, direct traders to issue
receipts for purchases, directions against misleading
deceptive conduct false representation and warranties
in relation to services and goods and public efficiency
report.

The Consumer Affairs Authority is the main Regulator
which mainly deals above matters and other objects
and functions stipulated in the Act. The Act and all the
other information could be obtained by visiting our
Website: www.consumeraffairs.gov.lk

www.consumeraffairs.gov.lk

Today in the absence of closed economy the prices of
goods and services are governed by the market trends
and the traders.

Even in free market economy the Act has provided un-
der Section 18 to declare certain items as essential in
order to assist the certain strata of the society which
needs assistance.

Accordingly, the following 14 items are declared essen-
tial under Section 18 and for any price revision a
"Trader" is bound to obtain the approval from the Con-
sumer Affairs Authority.

1. Wheat Flour 8. Red Onions
2. Cement 9. Dhal

3. Milk Powder 10. Dried Sprats
4. LP Gas 11. Gram

5. White Sugar 12. Green Mung

6. Dried Chillies 13. Canned Fish

7. Big Onions 14. Chicken Meat

There are other regulators performing regulatory func-

tions in their respective areas. Public Utilities Commis:
sion is set up under Public Utilities Commission Act and
the objects of the Commission and some of the main
objects of the Commission are to protect all consumers,
to promote competition, to promote efficiency in both

operations of a capital investment in industries, to pro-

mote an efficient allocation of resources public utilities
industries, to promote safety and service quality in pub-

lic utilities industry and to maintain benchmarks and

international standards and also to ensure price control
entities acting efficiency in public utilities industry.

The Commission has power to enter into agreements,
hold inquiries, enter into contracts and advise. Presently
many goods and services and industries come under
PUC headed by the Commission and the Director
General who is the Chief Executive. The other important
regulator is the Telecom regulator, Telephone regulatory
body consists of 5 member commission with a certain
degree of administrative flexibility. The telephone has
become a necessity for many household and it has be-
come imperative to safeguard the consumers' interests.
Almost all the telephone companies are fortunate to col-
lect enormous profits and it is doubtful whether their

services are in compatible with their income.

Service providers have challenged many directions of
Telecom Regulators in Court of Law.
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So is the Section 18 of the Consumer Affairs Authority
Act which is very often challenged and contested by
company.

Section 9 of the Act gives powers to the Commission to
inquire into the complaints made by consumers and to
grant relief. The majority of the complaints to the Tele-
com Regulator are related to billing telecommunication
services where they commence public hearings under
Section 12 of the Act in relation to improvement of sub-
scriber bills.

The outcome and the efficiency of the regulator will be

judged by the Consumer and results of consumerism.
There are other regulatory establishments in the form

of Ombudsmen, such as Financial, Tax and Insurance
Ombudsman. The consumer may seek the assistance of
Financial Ombudsman by way of complaints alleging
deficiency in financial services.

The word deficiency would suggest the services pro-
vided it is not up to the expected standard.

In the Indian Consumer Protection Act of 1986 the defi-
ciency is defined as any fault, imperfection, shortcom-
ing or inadequacy in the quality. The Company Law Act
No 17 of 1982 which is now replaced has provided for a
Financial Ombudsman whereas even in the CAA Act the
mandate of the authority covers services which mean
services of any description which is made available to
actual or potential user and includes Banking, Financ-
ing, Insurance, Shipping and Entertainment. There is no
rule that all financial institutions should be members of
the Finance Ombudsman Scheme. But we note that the
scheme is successful with able services of the Financial
Ombudsman who is a retired judicial officer.

Tax Ombudsman is appointed by the cabinet for a pe-
riod of 2 years and the present Ombudsman too is a
retired judge who has resolved many disputes by nego-
tiation. Insurance Ombudsman who has been estab-
lished under the Companies Act No. 17 of 1982 whose
primary objects are to deal with reference in relation to

complaints and disputes promote awareness among the
public encourage the settlement of dispute and to cre-

ate a quorum at which Sri Lanka's insurance institution
can engaged in discussions.

The present Ombudsman is a highly respected and re-
puted academic and a lawyer doing a fantastic job. This

is basically the structure of consumerism and regulatory
powers in Sri Lanka which requires lot of changes and
improvements to maintain international and expected
standards in consumerism and regulatory powers.

In United States the most extensive application of
"Impact Legislation" has taken place where a wide
range of "Public Interest Law" movement has been con-
cerned with upholding the interests of groups of citizens
in the Courts.

In Australia, the trade practices Act No. 1974 permits
an incorporated consumer groups to bring an injunction
against certain unfair trading practices.

In Europe impact Legislation by individuals is rare due
to the absence of sophisticated legal scheme whereas in
England the legal scheme is vibrant.

In France Consumer Law reform commission has pro-
posed a French equivalent based on civil law, which is
the Law prevalent in France as against at the serial sys-
tem in the UK. In Belgium, Denmark and the Nether-
lands under the Trade practices Act of 1971 consumer
organizations have the right to seek injunctions before
the Commercial Courts.

In England Child Poverty action rule, "SHELTER",
"MIND" Trade Unions, Associations and Consumer Or:
ganizations are extremely active and vibrant with the

backing of the Legal Aid Scheme. In India public inter-

est litigation helps consumers and active groups with

existence of consumer Courts and consumer organizas:
tions.

It is time that the civil society, NGOs, voluntary sector,

and the professionals to take the lead to takeover the

consumerism activism by acting as a catalyst and a
guiding force with the CAA in order to establish con-

sumer organizations in every village in order to estab-

lish organized alert consumers, and just traders to

make Sri Lanka a better place for consumers to live in
harmony based on due process and respect to Rule of
Law and Respect to each other.

Please visit our web site :

www.srilankaembassyuae.com
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Common man left with no other choice

Recently in the United Kingdom, famous phone com-
pany "Car Phone Wherehouse" was fined nearly Euro
300,000 by the Regulator for misguiding the consumer
on insuring mobile phones. Recently in the United King-
dom "I" mobile was introduced with revolutionary
changes where one could buy the travel cards, conduct
bank transactions, purchase daily needs and able to
deal with most needs with the use of the mobile. In the
West the way of life and economy is fast changing due
to the development of mobile industry.

In Sri Lanka too mobile industry has eaten into the na-
tional and family economy. Consumer and media are
always on the warpath on the increase of any consumer
item. But ironically silent in arbitrary increase of prices
and exploitation by mobile phone industry. It drains our
economy and retards the development and education
though there are indirect benefits at a high cost.

UK and Europe too is extremely concerned about this
newly introduced monster. Car Phone Wherehouse was
on the defensive when the media criticised the UK busi-
ness giant on their attitude on the consumers on high

pricing the new product and the insurance. hey had to

give in to the pressure by the media and consumer or-

ganisations. They immediately brought down the price
of the product and insurance. Consumer won the day
due to their organisational ability and the support from

the media as a whole. This is not the first instance when

multinational companies had to bow down to the con-

sumer and media pressure.

A world famous Cola company infamous for the after
effects and the ingredients of the product was found
fault using water from "Thames River". In this instance
too consumerorganisations and media clamped down on
the company in the eyes of the public and law.

In England, Wales and Scotland consumerism is highest
in the agenda.

Frequently asked questions, answers, assistance, and
guidance to consumers are available in citizens advice
bureaux and legal aid centres countrywide. Times has
"Times on Line" to help consumer online. City Regula-
ors deal in various areas such as mortgages, vehicles,

consumer goods, and essential items for the public and

educating the public. In the United States the Federal

Government has decentralised the consuer network giv-
ing high priority for the subject. In Europe ECC Net-

works, Websites, protective rules, and advertisements
are keeping consumerism in the region active. In India

Consumer Protection Act and Essential commodities act
formulates policies, receive complaints, monitor prices,

control essential commodities, and have a control on

statutory bodies. In China Ministry of Consumer Affairs

is active with the Motto - "Consumer Transaction with
Confidence".

With global industrialisation and experts. China is giving
top priority to quality and satisfaction of the consumer

worldwide. In Singapore the Ministry of Domestic and
Consumer Affairs have taken over the consumer activ-
ism from the airport to the entire country. Even airlines

are not spared and the visitors to the country are edu-

cated on consumer rights and duties at the entry point

to the country. This is the situation in a nutshell in a

few countries in different regions and economic policies.
But the global phenomena on consumerism today are
unique and demanding.

Our Consumer Act No 9 of 2003 was introduced on 17th
March 2003 with the best of intentions, replacing Con-

sumer Protection Act, Fair Trading Commission Act and
the Control of Prices Act, with the change of the eco-

nomic concepts of closed economy to open economy,
where the price control is replaced by price monitoring

by regulatory powers. Under part 2 of the Act on Regu-

lation of trade, the CAA became the main regulator in

the country shelving price control into the history book.

Previously most consumer items were price controlled
and it was a simple process. Under the present setup
indirect price control has become a complicated proc-
ess, where it has to be implemented under Section 18
of the CAA Act by declaring in the Gazette the named
item as essential by the Minister on the advice of the
CAA.

Under S/18 of the CAA only few items come under the
scrutiny of the organisation. Gas, milk powder, cement
and wheat flour are some items of which wheat has
become controversial as to the legality of the implica-
tion of the directions which states that "No manufac-
turer or trader shall increase the retail or wholesale
price of any goods or any services specified without the
prior approval of the authority."
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Our experience since 2003 has clearly shown the difficul-
ties in implementing this mechanism, though the drafters

have imported the concept from other jurisdictions to

'help' our consumers. It is time to reintroduce the price

control concept again to meet the aspirations of the con-

sumers and traders in the modern free economy and
world economic order.

Who protects the consumer in Sri Lanka and what is the
mechanism? CAA Act is exhaustive but lacks teeth and
implementary powers. But using the available resources
and raw materials, the authority is able to guide and
assist the consumer which is defined as "actual or poten-
tial user of any goods or services made available for con-
sideration by any trader or manufacturer".

The definition is broad and exhaustive. Every citizen in-
cluding the "King" is a consumer in everyday life. Always
the consumer is cheated and ruthlessly exploited mainly
by the "giant traders".

In our country mostconsumer items are controlled by
multinational giants. Wheat flour is controlled by one
multinational company set up as a BOI in 1977 with the
blessings of the government in power at the time. There
is a sad history behind the transactions and currently
public has to pay the price of the steps taken by the
short sighted politicians at the time. Even today the
company has the monopoly due to the power of money
and facilities enjoyed over others.

No new player can take part in the business and industry
due to obvious reasons. Consumer is used to consume
wheat floor though it should be discouraged due to
many reasons. CAA has taken the initiative to popularise
rice based products and discourage consumption of
wheat via consumer pages and continuous activism. It is
heartening to note that the Ministry of Agriculture has
taken up the challenge of popularisation of rice based
and local food consumption instead of imported wheat
loor which is not healthy and ruins our economy and
ealth as well.

as industry too belong to the same category. 'That
ame' politicians of the past had entered into agree-
ents with multinational companies, giving them mo-
opoly and facilities in the monopolised industry. The
as terminals and all the infrastructure is in the hands of
ultinational industrialists thereby no new players can
nter. These are only few examples of many unfortunate
ransactions and steps taken not in the best interest of
he consumer, who is paying price.

Consumer Rights is a Human Right recognised and em-
bodied in the Constitution of Sri Lanka and major UN
instruments. Consumer Rights are recognised worldwide
and vigorously implemented as an essential part of daily|
life. 15th of March this year is the World Consumer Day
and consumerism is alive and active every second,
worldwide.

The "Act" (CAA Act) states in S-8-(1) that "It is the duty
of the authority to promote, assist and encourage the
establishment of consumer organisations. Accordingly
arrangements have been made to set up organisations
at village, district and provincial levels with the help of
governmental and non-governmental organisations
backed by the consumer pages published every week in
all the three media, educating the public of their rights
and duties. CAA officers for the past two years worked
hard to achieve this end and it is time to catalyse the
trend with the help of existing network such as Samurdi
Movement, youth centres, and organisations of grass
roots level countrywide. Central consumer organisation
is formed with the blessings of the CAA by inviting all
the organisations in the country and it is time for the
public to take part in this simple process. A group of
members of the public may establish a consumer organi-
sation which could be registered and recognised by the
CAA through which the organisation too will become a
part of the consumerism mechanism in the country.

For the consumer to be given the due place, they must
be educated and organised. The Public (consumer)
should be educated of their rights and duties as well.
The main vehicle to achieve this is the media, which is
ever ready to take up the challenge. The media too
should know their duties, mandate and limitations.

Very often "Media" takes up occasional 'sensational
cases to promote the media products rather than serv-

ing the public. CAA has taken up the challenge in pub-
lishing three consumer pages in three languages to edu-
cate and organise the public. Daily News consumer page
published weekly for the last two years is read locally
and internationally (via internet too) keeping us in par

with international developments. This must be strength-

ened and organised.

The Tamil page is extremely popular in the North and
East educating our people in all parts of the country for
a better living, when the prices of consumer items are

rising fast.
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It is not only the consumer who should be educated
and organised. Thegovernment, trader, con sumer and
CAA must act together in achieving the objects.

Trader is broadly defined in the Act as one who sells or

supplies goods wholesale or retail, import goods, and
provide services of any kind. CAA has taken progressive
and revolutionary steps conducting educational pro-

grammes all over the country guiding and educating

traders, industrialists and manufacturers.

The programmes organised in Hatton, Nuwara Eliya,
Maharagama, Kottawa, Tangalle and Kegalle have been
a great success and brought funds, unity and under-
standing among the four key players mentioned above.

These projects are to be continued with vigour and
strength as it is one of the main projects planned for
the future of the organisation.

Judicial activism and Consumer Courts

Judicial activism and consumer organisation is the key
for a successful consumerism as in India, where any
aggrieved party has the right to seek redress from the
Court. This writer mooted consumer Courts in Sri Lanka
via the consumer pages of the media.

Currently CAA has to carry the full burden and the liti-
gation is restrictive and complicated. Legal Aid is mak-
ing genuine efforts in this field which needs assistance
from the public.

Indian and Asian models are the best in my view with a
mixture of the Austrian model with our own traditional
system. Other proposition is to get the mediation
boards to use as primary Courts. It is time for the active
groups form a consortium with a defined object and
plan of action with the help of all the main layers.

Alert consumer and just trader

Consumer should be educated and alert. CAA has a
duty in implementing this challenge. Trader should be
just. He must be educated and directed and there are
ample provisions under "Regulation of Trade" to imple-
ment this concept for the consumer to be given the due
place fully or partly. Amongst other powers and duties
Authority has power to study, issue directions to manu-
facturers in respect of price and marking, picketing of
goods, prevent selling or offering to sell above marked
price, determining standards and specifications relating
to goods and supply of services, inquire into complaints,
enter into agreements for maximum prices, prevent

refusing to sell, prevent hoarding goods, refer matters
to the Council for redress to consumers, compel traders
to display prices, compel to issue receipts, prevent mis-
leading and deceptive conduct, false representation and
many other duties and powers statutory and otherwise.

Agreements under S14 of the Act

This is the most revolutionary and innovative introduc-
tion to launch a joint effort with the traders, industrial-
ists manufacturers and traders in entering into long and
short term agreements to maintain standards and speci-
fications.

Gas, Milk food, and essential consumer items came un-
der this scheme and implementation appear to be
smooth and workable.

Consumer in Sri Lanka is not as powerful as their coun-
terparts in the other parts of the world. But the situa-
tion is changing for good.

The people, media, Government and all players have
now realised the need to work together in the interest

of the consumer as a result of rise of cost of living and

direct and indirect exploitation.

In the UK organisations and magazines such as
"WHICH" are in the forefront in protecting the con-

sumer and give him the due place. We understand that
there is new and emerging consumer organisations
countrywide.

There is a grave need for more and more consumer
pages, magazines and periodicals.

It is time for the professionals and NGOs to enter into

this most needed area to make our country a better

place to live and to pave the way for the consumer to

have consumer items and services of proper standards
at a reasonable price.

With joint efforts of all the players namely the govern-

ment, trader, industries, manufacturer, ministry, NGOs
and professionals the consumer can be given the due
place and "Crown" him in the near future.

Please visit our web site :

www.srilankaembassyuae.com
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They are a nation of debtors live on debts with no shame
WORLD CONSUMER DAY i 15™ OF MARCH 2011 or hesitation unlike Asians who are reluctant to live un-
der the roof of mortgage property belong to others. We
tend to live a simple life with our own money instead of
enjoying comforts of borrowed money even for high cost
of living best way is to lead a simple life with basics. The
The Theme this year is very current and opportune. best healthy and comfortable life is a life of a village who
The West almost collapsed as the result of mismanage- is contended and lives with nature.

ment of financial services. Ironically the funds belong
to the people whose funds managed by financial ser-
vices. This puts the consumer into a dilemma whether
the money managed by others really belongs to them.
Consumers having full trust from the financial estab-
lishment deposit and invest money expecting them to
manage it for them . It is doubtful whether the finan-
cial sector is managing the funds belong to others care-
fully and with trust. The news we hear from all over
the world is unfortunately not pleasant. Small and large
scale scandals are in abundance. In order to prevent
small and mega disasters the consumer has to be vigi-
lant and careful. Governments must have mechanism
and supervisory power to discipline the errant financial
institutions.

THEME i CONSUMERS FOR FAIR FINANCIAL
SERVICES

WORLD FINANCIAL CRIS IS

We escaped the crisis because we are traditionalist and
careful in dealing with money. Our banks were cautions
and strictly adhered to rules. In England Bank Managers
were so corrupt that they went after lenders offering
loans for consideration leading to the collapse of the fi-
nancial institutions in the UK and USA currently recover-
ing at a very slow pace. This indicates that the dishon-
est fraudulent bankers are in abundance all over the
world, not only in Asia and Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka in that
context is fortunate because the bankers in Sri Lanka
were careful though the citizens were misled by fraudu-
lent financiers. It is very sad that leading financial insti-
tutions collected large sums of funds belong to the peo-
ple on trust and mismanaged leaving the investors in
It is doubtful whether your money really belongs to you the dark. These are good lessons for future for the in-
because it is controlled and managed by other institu- vestors to invest properly and wisely and it is the duty of
tions for you. Unfortunately world banking system is the State to educate the citizens on proper investment
such that one cannot individually manage the funds schemes. There are very unfortunate small and large
without the help of the banking and financial institu- scale mismanagements in Sri Lanka and in Asia. Cur;
tions. Therefore it is the duty of the government to rently there is an investigation of a Sri Lankan who was
establish a mechanism for the protection of the con- rated 558" richest man in the world who is accused of
sumers who has entrusted the responsibility and trust mismanagement. Though our consumers have gone
on respective governments and the financial institu- through difficult periods from the errant financiers the
tions. State and the banking sector has been comparatively
straight forward and honest in dealings with the consum-

IS YOUR MONEY REALLY BELONGS TO YOU

Central Bank , Banks and financial institutions, private €rS.
as well as State Institutions manage our money for
which their accountability to the investors are less or
no. The world financial crisis was due to the fraudulent
conduct and mismanagement of financial institutions in
the USA and UK and the West to which the entire world
had to pay a high price. In the West the housing mar- This example is chose not to be critical but to learn les-
ket on which the money market depends collapse as a SONS for the future learning from mistakes , This is the
result of over inflating the property markets. What is financial tsunami in Sri Lanka and it is a miracle that we
used to Acredit cardo haviSipy stiaighydespie th ¢ollapsg of western gpenamyes| v a
based on paper work of financial institutions. Nation due to their own folly and greed with their selfishness .

was used to live on loans and credit cards. This is not Sakvithi and other episodes too damaged our economy
safe in the long run. and trust on the system .

TWENTY SIX BILLION U NREGULATED FUNDS
OVER 26 YEARS AMONGST OTHERS

19




Issue :- 02 Volume 02
February 2011

Issued by the Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka Villa No. 03. Sector E4, Madinat Zayed, Abu Dhabi

Loss of funds of innocent investors and families had to The procedure has been proved effective and successful
pay the ultimate price for which the investors and the  \ith the intervention of the good office of the two heads
so-called regulators were responsible. of institutions. Central Bank and the Consumer Affairs

Central Bank is the reserve Bank of State with exclu- Authority, Public Utility Commission are among the main
sive privileges to lend the Government its currency, regulators with enormous regulatory powers in this area
lenders to the last resort, The main financial regulator. ~ @nd itis time they work hand in hand with the Banks and
European Central Bank and Federal Reserve System in financial institutions for the safety of the consumers.

USA manages respective finances. Sri Lanka Central

Bank is managed based on the management of the TRANSPARENCY

Bank of England as the main regulator of the finance
of the nation. It implements and maintains the fiscal
policy of the nation. This shows the need for financial
management by the State and the conduct of the fi-
nancial services and supervision. This also indicates
the importance of consumerism and the need to or-
ganize themselves.

Honesty and transparency in business dealings are rare in
Sri Lanka. Consumers are expected to sign blank papers
which the contents are either in a language not under-
stood or in small illegible letters. During litigations and
disputes fat cat lawyers and giant mega companies
steam role the innocent consumer either not represented
or represented by junior lawyers.

CONSUMERISM
CREDIT CARDS
The theme this year is consumers for fair financial ser-

vices and also strengthening trust between consumers
and traders. Consumer must have legal teeth for pro-
tection and organizational powers to organize them-
selves as against the financial services, industrialists,
traders and mega business projects. The world con-
sumer organization promotes basic rights for all con-
sumers demanding that the rights are respected and
protected. Financial services too come under this and
the banks , insurances institutions , social security ser-
vices, money lenders, micro finance institutions are
institutions that needs regulation.

Credit cards are sold with misdirect information and there
is authority to deduct money from the accountants of the
employers of the institutions. This is not acceptable. It
is interesting to note that Chairman, Barclays which is
one of the leading world banks and a pioneer in credit
card does not possess a credit card. When he was ques-
tioned by press his answer was that he does not possess
it because he knows what it is. Therefore it is time that
we Sri Lankans should not get into the team of world
debtors living on debts. It is easy for any westerners to
buy a car or a house merely by walking into a bank and
showing the credit worthiness. This is not the case in
Consumerism is a social and economic order that is  asja and Sri Lanka. Sri Lankans want to live peacefully in
based on the systematic creation and fostering of a {ne house under a roof with no mortgage and no debts.
desire to purchase goods and services in ever greater Today it has become debtors and credit card holders
amounts. The term fAConsumgdfdl i§ M be afgued that @ is hefded fét buifiess!| ©

consumer movement or consumer activism which gt it is a judgment and a decision of the consumer
seeks to protect and inform consumers by requiring  \yhether what a human being is needed is peace or to

such practices as honest packaging and advertising, |e on others funds. Credit card salesmen today are
product guaranteeing and improve safety standards. hovering around workshops collecting praise for their

business. Therefore the consumers should be careful

EINANCIAL AND INSURANCE OMBUDSMEN IN when decisions are taken on credit cards.
SRI LANKA

In Sri Lanka there is financial and insurance ombuds- CONSUMER ORGANIZATIONS
men which are not government institutions. Appoint-
ment of these high ranking positions are made by the
bankers and financial institutions in order to bring
about settlement amicably on financial disputes which
retard economic developments and developments of
the country.

It is time those civil society organizers themselves in the
formation of consumer organizations. It is a duty of the

Consumer Affairs Authority to promote, protect and en-
courage consumer organizations to protect the consum-
ers.
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Had there been a powerful consumer organization network innocent depositors would not have got into these dif-
ficulties. Therefore we urge the Consumer Affairs Authority to reactivate the scheme launched previously to pro-
mote consumer organizations and also to consumer pages published every week in all three languages. Consumer

education is a necessity which is a requirement in consumer organizations.

The theme this year is very appropriate. Do we have control over our own money managed by outsiders. This is
a sorry state as there should be more accountability and safety for their own funds we earn so hard. You must
press for the intervention of the regulators Central Bank, Consumer Affairs Authority and other regulatory bodies
such as Publicity Utility Commission and Telecommunication Regulatory Authority etc. At the same time consumer
should be alert and organize themselves. Consumer Affairs Authority mooted this concept during 2005-2007 and

encouraged the concept of just trader and alert consumer. We suggest the consumer to refer to the book on

AConsumeri smo on Sri Lanka by this author on the webs|

financial services and to get themselves organized locally and internationally to be the most powerful segment of
the society. Ason 15" March 1962 former US President John F. K

nomic group affecting and affected by almost every public and private economic decision. Yet they are the most

i mportant groupo. People say consumer is the most po\

sumers organize themselves to assert their strength and power.

The above are published and unpublished articles by the Ambassador Sarath Wijeisinghe

What a pleasant news for us 0 Dubai turns a page on recession

It is pleasant and good news that Dubai is gradually recovering the recession. Today the UAE looks forward for
a bright future having overcome victoriously the recession that engulfed the entire world. Fortunately the South

Asia and the Middle East got over the difficulties in the shortest possible period. Therefore it is time that South
Asia and the Middle East work together for the development of the two areas.

Dubai turns the page on

Staff Reporter
Khaleej Times
10 March 2011, 6:27 AM

With the outstanding performance of many govt agencies to
counter the financial crisis, Dubai has recovered from the
impact of the global economic recession, Shaikh Mohammed
said.

Shaikh Mohammed attended the 90km endurance
championship at Emirates International Endurance
Village at Al Wathba on Wednesday. o0 WAM
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With the outstanding performance of many government agencies to counter the financial crisis, Dubai has recov-
ered from the impact of the global economic recession, His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has said.

Shai kh Mohammedds comments came during a meeting wiith
and third-tier officials representing various government agencies, at Al Bahr Palace earlier this week, his official
website www.sheikhmohammed.ae posted on Wednesday.

During the meeting held in the presence of Dubai Crown Prince Shaikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak:
toum and Dubai Deputy Ruler Shaikh Maktoum bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Shaikh Mohammed reast
sured that Dubai had recovered from the impact of the global economic downturn.

He said that many government agencies performed beyond expectations in countering the effects of the financial
crisis, whereas others failed to meet expectations. However, rather than focusing on mistakes in the past, govern-
ment officials should look to the future and work towards the next stage of development.

iwWe are not in the process of holding departments acc
wards the future and draft devel opment al policies to
tion, achievements and reputation, o he noted.

He noted that the past period required a financial regulatory system to oversee government departments, but that
such a system would not put severe restraints on department officials, nor would it be an obstacle for future devel-
opment . iwWe must | ook forward and find ways to work |[fr

Shaikh Mohammed called on officials to increase their efforts and work with more intensity to facilitate business for
local, regional and international companies. He instructed that officials should provide incentives to help attract
more foreign investment and capital.

mer it as a hub f

iPast experiences ha S
fr broad, 0 he said.

proved Dubai 6
attract investors t a

Ve r
om he UAE and
Stressing the importance of continuing developmental work during the upcoming period to ensure that Dubai re-

mains firmly on the path of excellence, however, Shaikh Mohammed said government officials should assume full
responsibility for propagating the process of modernisation and development while rendering first -class services.

Calling on government departments to increase their efforts rather than rest on their laurels, he said that work is
the only benchmark to measure the progress of societies and that government officials are capable of meeting all
challenges through innovation and the generation of new ideas.

Shaikh Mohammed expressed his strong optimism that performance levels and high-quality productivity would
meet his expectations following the gl obal financi al |
to meet all challenges in attaining excellence and success.
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Thank You o EU

It is great news that European Union has relisted LTTE as a terrorist group.
European Union has relisted LTTE following comprehensive review on the
current circumstances . The announcement was made through the Council
implementing regulation EU 83 -2011 of 31* of January 2011.

The EU terrorist listing was made in terms of article 2 sub -section 3 of the
Council Regulations( EC )NO. 2580i 2001 of 27" December 2001.

This is an indication that the West has realized the current situation in Sri Lanka and in the Asian Sub Conti-
nent in real terms. When the other areas are becoming destabilized, our region is becoming stable and strong
day by day. It is time for us as South Asians to tighten our friendship and bonds to our own benefit wherever
we are in this world.

WOMENGS DAY 2011

The theme for the International Womends Day for the
and technologyipat hway to decent work for women. This year
since early 1990s. Women were ill-treated , depressed and there were agitation for their emancipation. In 1910
second international conference of working women wa

honoured in Austria. Since then every now and then it was celebrated. In 1913 -1914 on the eve of World War 11

during the campaigning for peace Russian Women obse
1913, IT’S OUR DAY!

Sri Lanka produced the first woman ) ~@ £ ".

ranaike. From time immemorial N _’\"' \o ﬁ\" :

rights as human beings and were =~
£

=

There were Sri Lankan queens and the motherhood was venerated and

e

respected by the society.

The theme applies to women in other parts of the world though we are very
much advanced by having a separate Ministry for women. Women are holding high positions in the Sri Lankan soci-
ety , there are supreme court judges, leading lawyers , doctors, professionals and leading personalities in politics ,
art , theatre , culture etc. Itis sad in some countries women are not treated equally . It is good that we too agi-
tate for the rights for the women.

The UAE Embassy is also celebrating womendés day by

ored by the Embassy of Sri Lanka. Hon. Kumari Balasuriya , the Governor of the Southern Province who is a lead

ing women activist will deliver the key note address on 11™ March 2011 at the Embassy premises. The Seva

anitha Unit of the Embassy has organized a Sa/pilaand many other fund raising projects to the formation of a
running fund for needy ladies currently stranded in the UAE. We invite the ladies in the UAE to take part cooperate

nd work together with the Seva Vanitha unit in these projects.
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World marks International Women's

HUMAN RIGHTS
March 08, 2010 CNN World

The world marks International Women's Day on Mon-
day, an annual celebration that highlights their eco-
nomic, political and social achievements.

"International Women's Day is the story of ordinary
women as makers of history; it is rooted in the centu-
ries-old struggle of women to participate in society on
an equal footing with men,"” the United Nations says.
The day was marked for the first time in the early
1900s. More than 1 million women and men attended
rallies in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland in
1911, according to the United Nations. They demanded
that women be given the right to vote and to hold pub-
lic office, and an end to job discrimination.

"It is a time to reflect on progress made, to call for
change and to celebrate acts of courage and determina-
tion by ordinary women who have played an extraordi-
nary role in the history of women's rights," the United
Nations said. Women for Women International is spon-
soring peace demonstrations on bridges in 70 locations.
The event will "honor the resilience of millions of
women survivors of war around the world" and push for
peace instead of armed conflict, the group said. On a
bridge between Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of
Congo -- countries marred by internal violence -- thou-
sands of women will gather in support of peace and
development, the group said.

While a celebration of progress, International Women's
Day is also a time to acknowledge the struggles women
still grapple with around the globe.

Sarah Brown, wife of UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown,
joined thousands of demonstrators on London's Millen-
nium Bridge on Monday in a stand against obstacles
faced by women. "There are still too many women suf-
fering in pregnancy, childbirth, no access to good health
care, suffering from violence, suffering in all kinds of
ways," Brown told CNN.

"I think women all around the world feel a greater
sense of solidarity for campaigning for better human
rights."

Hundreds of white balloons were released to signal the
marchers' desire for peace and equality. A push for
equality in India prompted angry protests, which dis-

rupted the Parliament several times Monday in a bid to
thwart a landmark bill that would reserve one -third of
the seats in federal and state legislatures for women.
While the president is a woman -- Pratibha Devisingh
Patil is India's first female president -- women make up
just 11 percent of the members of the lower house of

the Indian Parliament.On Saturday, Indian Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh vowed to work for greater female
representation in the country's democratic process, cit-
ing Women's Day as a time to "reaffirm our govern-

ment's commitment to all -round social, economic and
political empowerment of our women."

Half of India's female population cannot read or write,
authorities say.

In Iran, female activists were honored Sunday by Zahra
Rahnavard, wife of Iranian opposition leader Mir
Hossein Moussavi, in celebration of International
Women's Day.

About 30 of Iran's most prominent women's rights ac-
tivists and their supporters held a private gathering in
Tehran. Rahnavard declared that the opposition move-
ment was still alive. She said the movement would not
forget the sacrifices by women who were jailed, beaten
or died in the post-election protests last year. Women,
treated as second-class citizens under Iranian law, were
noticeably front and center at the massive demonstra-
tions after the disputed election in June.

"This year these women are now much more visible,"
said Nadya Khalife, a gender equality researcher for
Human Rights Watch in Beirut, Lebanon. "But Iranian
women are not only battling gender discrimination, they
are also battling heightened political tensions.

" Gender Equality for Iran, an activist organization,

launched a renewed campaign for women's rights to
mark International Women's Day, the group said. The

campaign, Call for Solidarity: Freedom and Gender
Equality in Iran, is calling for the release of all political

prisoners and an end to government-sponsored repres-
sion, the group said. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton, who has made women's rights a key aspect of her
international agenda, said Monday that women still

have a long way to go in obtaining full rights.

"Women are still the majority of the world's poor, un-

healthy, underfed, and uneducated," Clinton said in a
video message posted on the State Department Web
site. "They rarely cause violent conflicts but too often
bear their consequences. Women are absent from ne-
gotiations about peace and security to end those con-
flicts. Their voices simply are not being heard.

" She repeated her words from a speech she made at
the 1995 United Nations Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing: "Human rights are women's rights,
and women's rights are human rights."
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The Speech made by His Excellency Sarath Wijesinghe, Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the
United Arab Emirates at the 63rd Independence Day celebrations held at Hotel Hilton,
Abu Dhabi

Independence of a Nation, country or a State is a condition in which its residents and population feels and
e nj oy dreedom.6Véhen a Nation is independent it enjoys the freedom on political, social, and economic
issues enjoyed by citizens individually, and the country as a whole. We have been an independent Na-
tion during the known history of thousands of years. We are geographically situated close to giant India with
whom we share close friendships and relationships shared by religious and cultural values and civilizations.

Our foreign relations with India, Middle East and the rest of the world are extremely cordial.
We lost our freedom in the year 1815 when the British Empire took control. We fought back against

Dutch, Portuguese and other nations for number of years. It is on 04" of February 1948 that we regained
the freedom that we enjoyed for decades as a result of the struggle by our ancestors.

Picture shows third from left H.E. Abdussalam Harib Al Rumaisy, Chief of Protocol, Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, UAE, fourth from left H.E. Humaid Mohamed Al-Qutami, Minister of Education, UAE , fifth from left H.E.
Sarath Wijesinghe, Ambassador for Sri Lanka in UAE, sixth from left H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Na-
hyan, Minister of Higher Education, UAE and seventh from left H.E. Ahmed Abdullah Al Musally, Director,
Asian Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UAE.

We could enjoy the new found freedom only until around  President Rajapaksa with his dedication, commitment,
1980s when a part of misguided youth took arms de-  strategy and hard work eradicated terrorism from Sri
manding a separate State. LTTE led by Prabhakaran has Lanka for ever, when the world was watching in disbe-
been the most ruthless and feared terrorist organization |ief the success of the most professional and disciplined
in the world responsible for destruction of public prop-  army, crushing the most ruthless and feared terrorist
erty worth billions and deaths of thousands of human organization. Today we are a free country , free of
beings including children, elderly, clergy, world leaders terrorism with a stable Government, able to offer secu-
such as Rajiv Gandhi, President Premadasa and many rity for investors, tourists and visitors.

others of all walks of life by attacking killing, shooting,

using bombs, suicide bombers and various other ways.  The Government in Sri Lanka is one of the most stable
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and powerful governments and the security situation is
extremely satisfactory to the extent that it is one of
the safest countries in the world with ethnic harmony
and a pleasant breeding ground for investment and
tourist trade.

ECONOMY OF SRI LANKA

Economy of Sri Lanka is improving and fast boom-
ing. We are no longer a poor country. Our standard
of living is above average. The stock market is rising
day by day, per capita is in the increase, average in-
come is high, unemployment rate is low, foreign in-
vestments are pouring in, tourism is boom-
ing. There is peace and stability all over the country
which are main ingredients for investment and prosper-
ity.

Sri Lanka is a lower middle income developing Nation
with a Gross Domestic Product of about 41 billion US
dollars. This transgresses into per capita income of
US$ 2,000. S i Lankaods |iteracy
expectancy of 72 years ranks well above those of other
countries in the region. T h e of
nomic health primarily depends on political stability,
return to peace and continued policy reforms particu-
larly in the areas of fiscal discipline and budget man-
agement.

future

SAFETY AND SECURITY

No incidents have been reported on terrorism since the
complete crush of the LTTE. The forces have full con-
trol over the security situation and the forces are well
disciplined. The country is safe to travel, live, invest,
and to do business with. The machinery on law en-
forcement is effective and impartial. Judiciary is inde-
pendent and has full control over the judicial system.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Sri Lanka is a senior member of the United Nations and
enjoys friendship with all the other nations based on
the principles of sovereign equality. Foreign Policy in
Sri Lanka is <clearly |
document through which His Excellency Mahinda Raja-
paksa has spelt out as follows:

| quote:

Al wi ||
policy.

f-atigndd ofree aad prograssive foreign

ai d

Priority will be given in the political, defence, economic,
trade and cultural spheres to the cordial and friendly
relationships that we already have with countries in the
Asian, Middle Eastern and African Region including In-
dia, Japan, China and Pakistan.

Unquote

President
the following paragraph:

Rajapaksads

| quote:

AThis earth and
be protected not only for your benefit but also for the
benefit of future generations. A ruler is only a tempo-

rary trustee and not an
tage. 0

Unquote

SRI BANKAFRIENDRY| FREIGNFRQLICGY he | i f e

Foreign Policy of a country directly or indirectly indicates

dt$ behaviogrtoards power locs and politics and poli-

cies. It is difficult in this complicated world affairs to be
non-aligned or non-committal. There are schools of
thoughts that some countries are friendly towards cer-
tain blocs and world powers. One might say a country
is USAfriendly, USSRfriendly , China-friendly, India-
friendly or friendly with any other country or power
bloc. A Mahi Chi
and motto is for a Sri Lankan-friendly foreign policy for
the benefit of Sri Lanka, while maintaining independent
non-committal impartial attitudes towards the rest of the
world. His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa has shown
this in deed and by conduct.

nda nt anao and

CHALLENGES

Challenges before Sri Lanka is enormous being a coun;
try in the march towards development and prosper-
ity. We have won the war of terror due to the dedica-
tion, commitment and the correct leadership of the
Iea%eroayvdnhis Igr(r)]up. cJ)t'i\ﬁgoﬁ (iiiffri]méltgor usctﬁ Yvirg}t?e
war against poverty and march towards development
provided, when we work together as one towards the

same target.

Strength of a nation is not determined by the challenges
it faces, but in the response to these challenges.
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Our other challenges are respect for human rights, de-
mocracy, rule of I and
etyo and a pr o s Pprespeoussdoes pot
mean material development alone. It is our duty to
save the landscape of the Nation, Environment, and de-

aw t

velopment of the mental peace of the citizens, and equi-
librium based on whatever the religion one belongs to.
Development of the human being is a prerequisite for
the development of a nation, as our main concern
the well being of the Human Being, whose well being
and dignity are things that any government should pre-
serve, protect and enhance.

is

TRAINING AND EDUCATION

Knowledge is Power. Sri Lankan Government is spend-
ing a large portion of the national income on education

and training. As a result we have an educated nation
where the products are spread all over the world serv-

ing the host country and the country of birth. Training
and experience is an integral part of education. We
have an educated, skilled and dedicated labour force
prepared to serve the humanity worldwide. Discussions
are in progress on educating our youth about Middle
East and the Arabic Language which is one of the most
sought for languages in the world.

HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION

Human Rights situation in Sri Lanka is extremely satis-
factory. We have one of the most effective, modern
and just human rights machineries the
world. Supreme Court has the power to entertain hu-
man and fundamental rights cases. Extremely rich and
powerful Non Governmental
Organizations
Lanka in order to protect collective and individual hu-
man rights of international standard.

in

and Inter -Governmental

are available in abundance in Sri

Even at the last stages of the humanitarian operation
the human rights situation in Sri Lanka was imple-
mented and maintained when the LTTE used 300,000
civilians as a human shield.

Today almost all the inter-
nally displaced brethrens of ours have gone back to
their houses and leading a happy and a contended life
ree of terror or fear.

OUR RELATIONS WITH THE MIDDLE EAST

0 work towards a djust
rg)ltjr Felauons with the Middle East throughout have been

close, warm, and cordial. Ancestors of the Middle East
ventured South Asia through the famous Silk Route for
trade. They were well received by Sri Lankans and
some of them have settled as inhabitants where the rest

continued trading maintaining cultural and trading

bonds.

The Silk Route is now reviewed after the construction of
the Hambantota Harbour which has the capacity to at-
tract 36,000 ships per year sailing close to Hambantota
the birth place of His Excellency President Rajapaksa.
Five more harbours are being built round the Is-
land. There will be satellite developments around Ham-
bantota Harbour on Free Trade Zone, Airports, Business
complexes and other Mega Projects which will catalyze
the el on of Sri Lankfa
few years.

evati

Sri Lanka remembers with greatest affection and dedica-
tion, warmth, friendship and assistance extended by the
Middle East to Sri Lanka during the last stages of the
humanitarian operation when the country required
friends in need in the global family. Our cultural and
economic bonds and relationships are very close.

The investment from the UAE to Sri Lanka are pouring
with the booming on tourism. Sri Lankan citizens serve
the host country by being a part of the economy and

the country of birth by remitting funds to Sri Lanka

which is a wonderful symbiotic co-habitation. Sri Lanka
and UAE are going to be very close friends and partners
in business, trade and friendship and in all other re-

spects.

WAY FORWARD

Way forward is based on our friendship, dedication, co-
habitation, and working together to achieve main goals
of development, prosperity and for a bright future for

the world. Peace and stability are main ingredients for
development. Way forward and our salvation is based
on our working together with close and warm bonds and

friendships among the family of nations. UAE and Sri
Lanka has unprecedented warm bonds and friendships
running back to thousands of years and shall continue to

be.
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Foreign Policy

Foreign Policy of a country is the strategies and policies
chosen by the State in order to protect, enhance and

safeguard its national interest and achieve the goal on
social, political and economical issues. It is the duty of
the Head of the State to create and implement the for-

eign policy, which he may designate to a Foreign Minis-
ter or the legislature.

The foreign policy varies from leader to leader depend-
ing on how he designs, implements and gives leader-
ship to the policy created with his team. Foreign Policy
of a country is crucial and important, as all the other
areas and fronts on economy, defense, agriculture and
development are  directly connected to the foreign
policy, and as to how the leader conducts these issues
with the rest of the world. It is for this reason that the
power is vested on the foreign policy issues
with the Head of the State, who may carefully  dele-
gate it to another person or the legislature. The leader
has his own strategy and the style of conducting the
foreign policy of a state.

The Head of State and His Image.

In the USA, USSR or any other emerging world power,
the Head of the State and his image is the reflection of
how the country behaves with the rest of the world.

The foreign policy is codified and implemented via the
head of the state whose conduct is carefully monitored
and scrutinized by the world, in order to respond to

and reciprocate based on the conduct and the behavior.
In these circumstances, Sri Lanka though small but a
very senior member of the world family strategically
situated has to be extremely careful in dealing with the
other members of the world family. In fact and in real-
ity, Sri Lanka has been extremely careful in dealing
with the other members of the world family. In fact

and in reality, Sri Lanka has been extremely careful in
dealing with other nations on strategies based of non -
confrontation, non -alignment on extremely friendly

ways. Sri Lanka has been extremely friendly with the
giant neighbor India with whom she has close cultural,
religious and social links runs back to thousands of
years. Though Sri Lanka is a small nation next to a
‘Giant', the two countries historically and geographi-
cally situated close to each other, which  cannot be

changed and any cost, which is a reality both Nations
have realized.

Oneness in Both Nations

There is oneness in both Nations with bonds from cul-
tural, religious and economic affairs. The sources of
religions, culture and many other areas have originated
from India. India never wanted to conquer Sri Lanka.

This indicates how carefully Sri Lanka has conducted
herself from time immemorial where Sri Lanka-Indian
relationship runs back to thousands of years. 'Rama
Ravana' legend speaks of the friendship and prosperity
of the two nations and the bonds between the two

friendly neighbours.

King Asoka of India sent His Own Son and
Daughter to Sri Lanka as Emissaries

Next most important historical happening is the step

taken by King Asoka of India to send his own son and
daughter to Sri Lanka as emissaries to propagate Bud:
dhism. King Asoka after having won the entire India

was an unhappy man due to the destruction of proper-

ties and the loss of human lives. He embraced Bud-:
dhism after having met young priest (Samanera) Ne-
grodha, whilst who was peacefully walking on the road

next to the Palace. He summoned samanara Negrodha
to his palace and invited him to sit on a chair suitable

the palace. The young
chair. Then the king started questioning the young

priest on the theory and principles of Buddhism. Having
convinced on the great teachings of Lord Buddha, he
embraced Buddhism and wanted his friend Devanampi:
yatissa of Sri Lanka too to share the fortune bestowed
on him. This incident shows the true friendship be-
tween the two leaders, which is an indication of the con-

duct of foreign relations and personal bonds between
the two kings and the two countries.

Exchanging Messages and Presents

They have been exchanging messages and presents
though not have met each other. Similarly, Sri Lanka
had maintained close friendships with many other coun-
tries in other parts of the world. Sri Lanka had close
relationships with Arabs who came towards South Asia
as travelers and traders. Sri Lanka has been a founder
member of the Non-Aligned Movement and hosted it in
1976 where Madam Sirimavo Bandaranaike gave leader-
ship to the Non-Alignment Movement and countries af-
ter the formation of the movement, when the Cold War
between the two rivals was at the peak. Even there-
after, successive governments have maintained the Non
-aligned policy to the best interest of the Nation.
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For a country to prosper in the family of nations, a cor- O4EEO AAOOE AT A EBuGhepA CA
rect and clear-cut foreign policy is necessary. It reflects should be protected not only for your benefit but

the image of the country and the policies on which the also for the benefit of future generations. A ruler
conduct of the country depends on. is only a temporary trustee and not an owner of

Ui 60 AEEI AOAT 80 EAOEOACA
FOREIGN POLICY IN SRI LANKA SRI LANKA -FRIENDLY FOREIGN POLICY
Foreign policy of a country directly or indirectly indi-
Fﬁterﬁ éhﬁ lgeha\{lqrq tpwards p}%)wervﬂquscorﬁ pollﬁulas.s It

ou
is difficult in the compﬁcated world affairs to be
non-aligned or non-committal. There are schools of

Foreign Policy in Sri Lanka is clearly laid down in
AMahinda Chintanad the doc
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa has spelt out as fol-

lows: thoughts that some countries are friendly towards
O) xEI 1 /lghed, free andl progiedsive  certain blocks and world powers. One might say a
foreign policy. country is USAfriendly, USSRfriendly, China-friendly,
India-friendly or friendly with any other country or

Priority will be given in the political, defence, eco-
nomic, trade and cultural spheres to the cordial
and friendly relationships that we already have
with countries in the Asian region including In-
dia, Japan, China and Pakistan.

power bl ock. '"Mahinda Chin
vision and motto is for a Sri Lankan-friendly foreign
policy for the benefit of Sri Lanka, while maintaining
independent non-committal impartial attitudes towards

the rest of the world. His Excellency Mahinda

It is my belief that United Nations Organization Rajapaksa has shown this in deed and by conduct.

and International Financial Institutions should be Friendly with All the Countries and Power

more democratic in their approach. We will ac- Blocks

tively intervene in this regard. He has been extremely friendly with all the countries

It is my intention to strongly implement interna- and power blocks, and at the same time as spelt out in
tional treaties, declarations on anticorruption. t he o6Mahinda Chintanad. He
This will enable us to act under international law Pakistan, Japan and Asian and AfreAsian Middle
against those found guilty of corruption when Eastern countries simultaneously, whilst maintaining a
engaging in trade with foreign countries or for- close rapport with the West where he maintained close
eign institutions. | will create a foreign service ahd warm contacts. He realized the valuable
which has a correct awareness of our history, eco- contributions made by the West, especially the British
nomic needs and the cultural heritage. on language, education, law, development, industries
and other areas towards the prosperity of Sri Lanka.
He has also realized the need to maintain closer and
friendly relationships with the West.

A new International Research Institute will be
established sponsored by the Ministry of Technol-
ogy to access and share global data on new

innovations and new concepts and inventions. Modern Human Right Jurisprudence

Modern Human Right jurisprudence is connected to
right envisaged after the formation of the United Na-
agreement to convert global warming and prevent tions as a result of the aftermath of the Second World
weather and climatic changes. | will give my \yar |t was established in place of League of Nations
support on world environmentalists to implement j, \yhich USA has not got the membership for. Cur-
OEA +UT O $AAlI ACAOEITI Er']entlyQtEié &ntrgléogbay Qv Bdrid powers in 1945,
which are no longer world powers or powerful power
The policy is clear and exhaustive which has been piocks. World is changing economically, socially and
correctly and carefully implemented from the pojitically, where new world powers are emerging in
assumption of His Excellency as a trustee of the Nation, |ndia. China, Brazil and Japan. The chemistry of econ-
which has more fully des ghyiinbiR dorld hBs tiltkdaRd chAn¥iRghtdstn théve-
Chintanao as follows: fore, to be Sri Lanka-friendly a leader has to be friendly
with new emerging blocks too, whilst maintaining
friendships with traditional old friends.

| believe that the world must come to an
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In this scenario, His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa
conducts himself and the foreign policy beautifully to
attract the new emerging powers in the interest of Sri
Lanka and for the benefit of Sri Lanka by which the
country has benefitted to the maximum. President Raja-
paksa is a person who loves his people, land of birth,
environment, wildlife, committed,  dedicated and sac-
rificed his life for the country. Therefore, he is mooting
a Sri Lankafriendly foreign policy in line with other
countries, which maintains policies for the betterment
of their people. In this context, it is very interesting to
note the foreign policy agenda of the US Department of
State. Their policy is to create a more secure, diplo-
matic and prosperous future for American people and
the International community. Asked if the WikiLeaks
of 2010 would damage American relations with other
countries, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates noted
that "government deals with the United States because
it's in their interest, not because they like us, not be-
cause they trust us, and not because they believe we
can keep secrets."”

People Trusted Him

President Rajapaksa is clear in his policy which paved
the way for the decisive victory over the LTTE and
LTTE terrorism, which the world thought was
unwinnable. Terrorist regime engulfed this beautiful
nation over three decades with the destruction of public
property worth billions and the death of hundreds and
thousands of innocent civilians including world leaders.
Rajiv Gandhi the former Prime Minister of India,
Ranasinghe Premadasa, a former President of Sri Lanka
and Mr. Lakshman Kadiragamar, a celebrated and
respected Tamil Foreign Minister were among victims.
President Rajapaksa stood straight and was
non-negotiable in core issues. Undivided nation,  hon-
orable peace, equality before law, unitary state and non
-aligned foreign policy is non-negotiable to him. People
trusted him to the extent that he was appointed as a
trustee of the nation with an overwhelming majority.
He was trusted irrespective of power blocks and the
divisions in the world economically and politically. It is
this policy and behavior that helped him for the victory
over the most ruthless and feared terrorist output in the
world. He was fearless and unshaken before the pow-
erful NGOs and some countries pressurized him to stop
the humanitarian operation at the last lap of the vic-
tory. On the other hand, he strengthened ties and
friendship with Asia, Africa, Middle East and the imme-
diate neighbours. The extract of the interview by
ATi mes of I ndiad reflects
strategy on matters relating to public policy and inter-

Indo -Lanka relations

-foreign policy and
shuttle diplomacy

President Mahinda Rajapaksa talks with Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh during a bilateral meeting in
New Delhi on November 13. AFP

Sri Lanka relations with India dates back to thousands
of years. Closeness has developed close and perma-
nent bonds between both nations. Both nations have
more similarities than di
association with effective sovereignty over a geo-
graphic area and represen
enormous in size, rich in culture with hundreds of lan-
guages and ethnic groups. Yet she is proud to be the
largest model world democracy.

Sri Lanka despite continuous terrorist activities which
have destabilized the peace and democratic way of life
still respects and practices democratic principles and
ideals since independence to date.

Difficult periods

Every human being and nation consisting of humans is
selfish and has their own agenda in the interest of the

ir citizens. Therefore, it is natural that Indo -Sri Lanka
relations have difficult periods. Every nation has
internal issues and the priority should be given to their

own citizens. But to the credit of both nations nowhere

during the long history India ever invaded Sri Lanka
completely though there were provincial rulers who
partially invaded for short periods.

We inherited religion, culture and many other values
and, sources. of developments mainl)(1 from qur_big
thinking

S, Vision k
brother for WhICﬁ we are ever grateful.
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Even the 1987 episode could have been avoided had
we handled it properly based on a firm and correct for-

eign policy sounded on trust, confidence and goodwill.

The Indian central government depends for their exis-

tence on Tamil Nadu which is one of the largest prov-

inces and generally the deciding factor of any govern-

ment always hangs on the balance of power of the

provinces. Tamil Nadu has 32 seats out of 552 in the
Lok Sabha and has a say on the Central Government
and governance in general. Dravidian parties organised
themselves since 1916 by forming a welfare association
of Tamils which subsequently changed to a political un-
ion.

In 1944 Dravidian Kazhagam party was formed and
today it has split into many sub groups and is in power
in turns mainly as leading actors in the forefront.

iMur and and many powe238BQ)
never thought of invading Sri Lanka though the

provinces had their own struggles, differences and
bloody wars. They left Sri Lanka alone for thousands of
years. Buddhism and Hinduism have been the most
valuable Indian contributions to Sri Lanka which has
developed close bonds in all respects. Both Sri Lanka
and India are tolerant secular nations where the citi-

zens enjoy ideals of modern democratic principles
which are similar to traditional ideals practised for thou-

sands and thousands of years.

Even closest family members at times are faced with
minute differences. Therefore it is natural that both
countries have at times strained there close friendly
bonds due to mismanagement of foreign policy; mostly
by us. In India governments may change but not the
foreign policy and the system of administration. But on

propagation of the whole the relations between the two
countries were extremely cordial.

Friendships between leaders

King Asoka sent his son Mahinda and daughter
Sangamitta as emissaries to propagate Buddhism in Sri
Lanka. Sri Lankan King Devdenampiyatissa though they
had not met has been a close friend of King Asoka who
conquered the whole of India. He did not want to

conquer Sri Lanka due to the close friendship with King

King Asoka was not a happy man due to the large num-
ber of massacres and devastations as a result of war.
He led a disturbed life wanting mental rest and peace
when he came across Nigroda Samanera (novice bhik-
khu) walking along the road happily and peacefully ac-
cepting food offered by the public. He invited the

Samanera to his Palace and requested him to sit in a
proper seat. The Samane-rbe
ing the most suitable position to a person who has shed
all worldly ties.

Foreign policy

The King was extremely happy and embraced Bud-
dhism and spent the rest of his life for the
propagation of Buddhism and the peaceful way of life.
Indo-Sri Lanka relations, since then have been excel-
Ier&t.)}VH. a(;\gdtl\/ilrse @ander@gil@eyuring their regimes
developed strong political and personal bonds between
the two countries, leaders and their families. Today Sri
Lankan President has also developed strong personal
and political bonds between the two countries and lead-
ers.

USA and Obama

A countryds #Aforeign
lations policy is a set of goals, outlining how the coun-
try will interact with other countries, and international

organisations and statutory bodies economically, politi-
cally, socially and militarily. This is a very broad and a
general definition of the concept on which the political
culture and economy of the world and countries depend
on.

Foreign policy is directly connected to politics and econ-
omy in the present globalised community living as clus-
ter and interconnected in the economic and political
world order. In the United States foreign policy comes
directly under the President as the head of the Govern-
ment and the Executive. Priority is given to this subject
as foreign policy helps t
interest, national security, ideological goals and eco-
nomic prosperity.

This changes from individual to individual. Obama, the
President elect in the United States is planning the
changes and strategies in his administration from
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January mainly on foreign policy, which is capable of
bringing about drastic changes in the world economy
and politics. Obama is a selfmade man from a
common and mixed family. Barack Hussain Obama -a
Christian - is the first American-African to be elected as
the most powerful person in the world who has power
to make peace or war.

He was born in Hawaii and educated at the prestigious
Harvard Law College and Colombia University where he
studied law and political science. President Bush
developed his foreign policy with the UK and allies in
combating war on terror and economic bonds with the

EU and the West.

The economic downturn and the failure in Iragi and
Afghanistan warfronts are worrying factors for not only
the West; but for the entire world as in the new world

economy and politics are interconnected and
interdependent. It is the remaining world power and

self-appointed world policeman financially and militarily
powerful and backed by the powerful west and the
European Union. It has a substantial influence on the
United Nations.

Therefore, affairs of the United States have direct
effect and impact on the entire world and it is our duty
to be careful, however small we are. Today the world is
eagerly waiting for the implementation of Obama
policies he has put forward during the election
campaign.

He is a strategist and effective speaker who has put
forward new and attractive policies of healthcare and
economic reforms to Americans and a novel foreign
policy based on respect for world leaders and nations.
The incumbent President Barack Obama had a long
telephone conversation with the Prime Minister of India -
the emerging world power and former close ally of
one time superpower USSR. Obama has made his
views open and clear and his plans of action on many
world issues during his campaign with a different vision
and a new approach. He has not spoken much on the
Sri Lankan issue, but commented and addressed on
other global issues. His policies on nuclear power, Kash-
mir, Al-Qaida, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Iraqg, and in the eco-
nomic front will have a direct and ripple effect on the
world and Asia in general which includes Sri Lanka.

Now that the human rights issue too is on the top of
the agenda, Obama may want to revise or change in
approach to human rights and the war.

The USA expects the other countries to maintain
international standards on human rights while they are
hesitant to implement the conventions and enter into
multilateral instruments. Obama wants to consider
closing the Guantanamo Bay prison in Cuba consisting
of 250 detainees which is a blot on the USA record on
human rights. He has appointed Dennis Mc Donough -
as foreign policy adviser to formulate the new policy on
combating al-Qaida and world terrorist organisations.

It i s positive that iOs an
from AObamad and it is ex
be treated in the same way. There is no indication that
Obama is going to be soft on terrorism and terrorist
organizations. It is still premature to comment on
Obamaés stand on Sri Lank
shown that it is difficult for him to destabilize the
establishment so easily and he is sharp and intelligent.
Indications are that he is sharper and more intelligent
and pragmatic than his predecessor.

In the USA it is being changed and re demarcated
based on Obama policies which appear to be different
from Bush Policies. It is a 13 trillion economy which is
the largest in the world, the only remaining world

power and the most powerful leader which has direct
influence on the European Union, West United Nations
and non state sector. His attitude on the Iraqgi war,

Afghanistan war, oil, nuclear power, economic disasters
and other volatile man-made issues worldwide will
decide the future and the destiny of mankind. In India,

foreign policy is decoded jointly by the leader
legislature and the administration well equipped with
foreign policy. In Sri Lanka it is the leader of the nation

who formulates and decides foreign policy.
Senanayakeds and Kotal awa
west policy which is the most suitable and practical

attitude considering the political environment of the

day.

SWRD and Sirima changed it to non alignment which is!
the need and the order of the day. Though JR was a
seasoned and matured politician he has not managed
the foreign policy according to the need of the day and
the political atmosphere. Antagonising India is the
biggest blunder made during his regime for which the
nation still pays the biggest price.

na o
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Mahinda Chintana and foreign policy India knows how close Basil to Mahinda is and that he
is a master tactician and ruthlessly efficient and can
be considered to be the voice of Mahinda. His mere

Mahinda has inherited a complicated and muddled coun-  presence gave relief to the Central government pres-

try and a destabilized foreign policy. Though Sirima  gyrised by Tamil Nadu. Strategy proved successful and

managed the conduct of foreign policy beautifully with he did his job well.

experienced government servants on Indian line, Chan-

drika as well as JR mismanaged foreign policy and the

NE issue as well. Mahinda took a 360 turn in his policy Mahinda as world leader

document Mahinda Chintana by promising an Undivided

Country, National Consensus, Honourable Peace, Abro-

gation of the infamous CFA entered into between Ranii Mahi ndads taking part in

and Prabhakaran, discussion with all parties, parties Initiative for Multi Sectoral Technical and Economic

concerned including the LTTE, India and the interna- Corporation is opportune and well timed as the

tional community. He has fulfilled many promises. CFA is  pressure on the centre is so high due to the oncoming

abrogated. elections next year. India is careful as Pakistan and
China will not like bullying Sri Lanka which has now
developed close connections. Sri Lanka has agreed on

He attempted to discuss with the LTTE as promised. the 13th amendment which is the proposed Indian

Kachchativu, Indian labour, maritime borders based on model. They are requesting a devolution package,

international and regional law of the sea, and achieve- concerned about Tamils caught in crossfire, food and

ments via Non-Alignment are his personal achievements other services to the displaced, and life and safety of
and success of shuttle diplomacy and friendly relations the civilians used by the LTTE as a human shield.

with countries and individuals. It is one of the golden

eras of our diplomacy. As usual the LTTE chose terror

instead of democracy. The liberated east has installed a The pressure of the artistes and counter Adhistana

provincial administration and north is  nearing libera-  Pooja by the Sri Lankan artistes is an excellent move

tion and democratisation. Sirima succeeded in shut-  and it is time for Sri Lankan professionals and lawyers
tle diplomacy. Mahinda has his own way and style of to come forward to help the nation, when the
conducting affairs and innovative foreign policy based  Opposition is attempting to liberate the LTTE when the
on the needs of the hour with world politics. He has de- ~ forces with dedication are trying to liberate the trapped
veloped close relations with all world leaders while de-  brethren from LTTE the most ruthless terrorist organi-
veloping new friends i n ne eationinRhewprid We plead the @paositog tp follow
the SAARC is brilliant as Mahinda is now heading the the Conservative party in the United Kingdom. They
regional organization which has brought new strengths  helped to end IRA terror and today are heading for
and vigour which is an important matter at this hour of  victory. Opposition too will be loved by the nation if
need. Mahinda is slowly and steadily emerging as a they work hand in hand with the liberation movement
world leader with his charm, diplomacy and experience. ~ Which has now reached the last lap. Everyone of us
must pray that Mahinda will succeed in his mission and
shuttle diplomacy. We hope Mahinda will emerge as a
During the short period he has had close and fruitful  successful world leader and lay the foundation for a
iscussions on various issues including NE, human golden era in foreign policy and international relations.
rights, economies and bullying tactics by rich and
owerful, with almost all the world leaders with whom
e developed close ties. He has become a powerful and
convincing speaker in the world stage. Sending Basil
or shuttle diplomacy during this volatile stage is
trategically and practically fine. Mahinda, Gotabhaya

Please visit our web site :

nd Basil are now known to world and regional politics www.srilankaembassyuae.com
s experts in their own fields in their own way
houldering substantial part of the weight in the field of
overnance and developments.
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oMahi nda
Chi nt hanao

Foreign policy based on

Foreign policy of a country is not a static scenario. It
varies from leader to leader and political changes of a
Nation in the world family. It decides and directs the
economy, development and all aspects of the citizen as
the behaviour of the state is interconnected to the
government machinery. It is the study of foreign affairs
and global issues within the international system
including the role of states, NGOs, INGOs and
multinational corporations. It is a set of goals outlining
how the country will interact with other countries and
international institutions and bodies. In the United
States it comes under the president which he has
delegated to the foreign secretary. Today foreign policy
is playing a major role in Sri Lankan polity due to the
scrutiny of the international brotherhood on Sri Lankan
affairs before and after the defeat of terrorism, which
has engulfed Sri Lanka, the SAARC region and the
world community over 30 years which Rajapaksa gov-
ernment was able to eradicate to the relief of the giant
neighbor and the world community. In the world family
the portfolio of the Foreign Minister in state is generally
in the hands of the Executive leader of the country or
the Prime Minister except on exceptional circum-
stances.

President Rajapaksa has entrusted this responsibility to
the Able Foreign Minister whose task is to implement
the vision and directions in the maze of pitfalls and in
the midst fields of bombs of distrust laid underground
world over remotely controlled. We had to go through
the dreadful war and destruction of thousands of lives
and lost three decades of life of the Nation and citizens
due to the mismanagement of foreign policy during
the cold war, by antagonizing our loved giant
neighbour with whom President Rajapaksa has now
developed excellent and warm relations. LTTE went
through training and planning to be the most ruthless
terrorist outfit using the Indian soil when India and
USSR as a regional and a world poser had entered into
a treaty against the common enemy then. This is the
biggest mistake we made resulting which period we

lived in the loss of lives and 30 years was robbed from

us during which period we lived in hell with smell of

blood, death and destruction. We believe nothing is

permanent and what is permanent is sheer imperma-
ence. USA is now wounded, isolated and seeks friend-
hip with India against Chins both emerging economic
nd world powers!

President cautious

President Rajapaksa has been extremely cautious and
diplomatic in dealing with the power blocks interested

primarily in their interest especially in the volatile and

uncertain world politics and economy which crumbled

with no notice facing them with the most disastrous

recession ever. South Asia and Sri Lanka were less aft
fected due to their simplicity and management of their

own affairs based on Home Grown solutions. The re-
sponse from the USA Senate is wonderful that they

cannot afford to lose Sri Lanka - and it is time they real-

ize we should not be drifted toward a political block out

of sheer necessity.

It is time the diplomatic community of the West and
USA in Sri Lanka should play a safe game to maintain
and enhance good relations with Sri Lanka without be-
ing interested in local politics however interesting it is.

Award of Honor i Causa
Friendship University of Russia on President Rajapaksa
is the zenith of his achievement for the conduct of in-
ternational affairs from the assumption of the office as
the President of Sri Lanka four years ago.

us

It is to his credit and respect to the nation that the sixth
and the most rare honour of awarding the  prestigious
academic excellence on peace was awarded for the ser{
vices rendered to mankind by eliminating the terror out-
fit to the disbelief and surprise of the Global Commu-
nity. Wall Street Journal of USA reported in the speech
of the President Al know
ture success relies on lasting peace.

The revival of terrorism was an important milestone in
that process, but the nation needs to be bound by a
common purpose. My new government will address the
genuine grievances of all communities and foster the
enforcement of equal
last few days of the end of the terror regime that maxi-
mum pressure was exerted to President Rajapaksa by
the Western leaders, EU, USA, UN, and a number of
powerful NGOs wanted to stop the war on terror and
enter into the same old peace process that failed and
AHel Il & in Sri Lanka at thee
of human lives and destruction of trillions of rupees of
national wealth. India, China, USSR, Middle East, Africa
and the Sri Lanka expatriate community stood firmly
with President Rajapaksa and Sri Lanka isolating USA,
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UK and EU with NGOs and Inter Governmental organi-
sations depending on public and UN funds, which is
proof of the successful conduct of international affairs
based on oO6Mahinda Chi
process of dealing with the international community,
ch is reiterated i

whi n

Two as il wi || ¢ o n-alignedufaeigi® r
policy. During the last four years we witnessed the
benefit of maintaining friendly relations with India, Ja-
pan China, Pakistan, and other Asian countries. | am
committed to continue these friendly relations in the
political, economics, defense trade and cultural arena. |
will ensure that Sri Lanka abides by the global treaties
and agreements on environmental and climatic changes
and wil/l strengthen Sri
will maintain the dignity of my country in foreign rela-
tions and will initiate a new programme to forge rela-
tions with countrieso.

Achievements

Presidentd6s conduct as a

unstable and volatile political and war situation during
the war on terror has been exemplary cautious, well
planned and well thought of. It is difficult to satisfy the

political agenda of the complicated world political
groupings, UN and Non-governmental organizations and
the Sri Lankan polity while maintaining the vision, iden-
tity and the interest of the Nation with a minority gov-

ernment representing different political and ethnic
groups with difficult different and unattainable de-
mands.

Every mission to meet world leaders was with a purpose
and vision. Leading a trade mission to China the leading
political and economic power in the near future, meet-
ing the President of Iran when we had fuel shortages,
meeting President Gadaffi when he was about to be
appointed to Chair the Human Rights Committee when
UN and INGOs were trailing us to deal internationally,
hosting of SAARC which has enhanced and strength-
ened close ties with India and the SAARC countries just
before the last lap of the end of terror where we were
blessed with the group of SAARC and other regional
organizations attended the summit as observers, Ad-
dress the UN and taking part in international forums
such as the address to the Oxford students union in the

ntanabo

Lankaodos ti

United Kingdom strengthened presidents international
stature as an emerging world leader leading a fair cross
section of the human  community in the globe.

and his own style on the

International relations of a Nation depend on the

6 Ma hyisiond aonfubti persanalidyd and the conduct of

diplomacy of the Chief Executive in the world family
representing the Nation region and the world in
internafoRakfé s an® de&ling with world leaders and
international organizations. Successful world leaders
had their own style of conducting International Affairs
in the international arena. Nehru, Chou En Lai, Indira,
Gandhi, Tony Blair, Putin, Bush, Obama and other lead
ing and charismatic world leaders on assuming
power changed the foreign policy of the country ac-

carding to the current needs of the day.
es with UN

agenciles

In India the foreign policy is streamlined as it is very
slowly and rarely the policy deviates from the
mainstream due to their discipline and rigidity in for-
eign affairs administration and governance. In Sri
Lanka foreign policy deviations are marked and effec-

tive.

eader of a country with [ar

S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike brought about a complete

change in foreign policy|l a
policy which was modified to non-alignment by Madam
Sirimavo Bandaranaike until J.R. Jayewardene again
changed the policy to a mixture of pro West and
non-alignment. Rajapaksa government is emerging
victorious with a unique foreign policy unique to
Mahi nda Rajapaksads Alntern

is basically non-alignment with modifications based on
the realities on international economic and world order
in the fast changing new world of Information

Technology which has changed our globe to a
borderless modern and wonderful world.

Uniqueness of President Rajapaksa is the
non-negotiability in main issues such as unitary nature
of the State, sovereignty equality among Nations,

sovereignty of the Nation and the people, love and

respect to Motherland, equality and impartiality to-

wards all the citizens sans differences, and service to
the brethren based on equality and with respect to all

modes and norms of individual and collective Human
Rights.
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Excellent

Despite the excellent relations with the world family the

worrying factor is the misunderstanding of some

western countries and INGOs due to vigorous campaign
by powerful pro LTTE elements which are fast
disintegrating. President Rajapaksa has friendship of
the intention of mending fences with the West with his

charm and diplomatic which has been proved
successful.

He has secured the trendskill or the Eastern block
including the Central Asia, Middle East with Iran and
other Oil rich, Africa, small orbital nations around USA,
and of course the two emerging world powers China
and USSR which were instrumental in bailing us out
when we were in danger of being interrogated by the

UN on false and malicious LTTE related propaganda.
Nation is confident and prays his next mission towards
the West will be another success story as has been
proved before.

President Rajapaksabds ini
global treaties and agreements on climate change is
encouraging when the world is facing grave danger of
slow destruction of the planet due to unplanned
industrialization and developments.

It is also time for us to review the position with the
Charter of the United Nations established in place of the
League of Nations anticipating a more effective world
organisation. It is time for us to be active as Asians pro-
moting the emerging power India as a member of the
Security Council. Sri Lanka- India  relations run back
to thousands of years.

King Asoka sent his most precious son Mahinda and
daughter Sanghamitta as Emissaries to propagate
Buddhism to King Devanampiyatissa though they have
not met which been close friends.

Diplomacy and diplomatic relations is not something
alien to us and we have been maintaining relationships
with the rest of the world from time immemorial. Arab
merchants came to
Kings gave them freedom to engage in business,
observe religion and settle down which indicates how
magnanimous our previous rulers were.

ifSerandi

It is now time to regain the same close relationships
we have been maintaining previously especially in the
1970s. President
would be to restore and re demarcate and re define his
unique foreign policy based on Mahinda Chintana and
his International Personality in order to raise our Nation
on the top of the International Arena.

UK-Sri Lanka ties at peak

Sri Lanka has been a distinct sovereign State until
British conquered us and ruled for over 150 years. It is
an international crime to colonise another sovereign
State. But it is the order of the era where the naval

power at the time dominated the world with the law of

the jungle.

We had problems with Portuguese, Dutch previously
but for some unexplained reason we were never under
mighty iindimthowglb we arg so¢lese to eaeh otheb Oul
relations with India have been throughout excellent.

Our great religions, Languages, culture and breeding
were mainly originated from India. Currently President
Mahinda Rajapaksa maintains excellent political and
personal relationships with the Indian Government and
the leaders. Had Great Britain not colonised us there
would have been a strong possibility for us to be under
Some super power - may be Japanese, Muslim or
French as a colony but certainly Britain is the best out
of the Athend internati on
sia and Maldives Islands one time had been Buddhist
Countries converted after conquering by Muslim Coun-
tries.

Excellent relations

British conquered us for a different purpose but left us
with English language, Administrative machinery, Legal
system, system of Governance and of course cricket
amiong many otherthigsr s and anci en

Our relations with the United Kingdom since independ-
ence have been excellent.
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The Sri Lankan High Commission in the UK was officially
opened on October 2, 1948, and was the second over-
seas Mission to be opened by Sri Lanka and the first
Embassy to start operating after she gained Independ-

ence from Britain which today is housed in a glamorous

palace in Hyde Park in a leasehold premise.

Sri Lankads major exports
industrial products and also include pearl, machinery,
sea food, bicycles and so
ond largest market and third largest Foreign Direct In-
vestor.

There is a large number of companies operating in Sri
Lanka with large investments. It is the largest tourism
market for Sri Lanka accounting for 20% of the coun-
triesé6 tourist arrivals
ings. It is the single largest single source of tourists
visiting Sri Lanka from EU.

Tolerant society

United Kingdom has limited resources, but continues to
be a world power and economic giant. It facilitates
trade and offers investors and industrialists the soil and
resources for business and industries.

It maintains the internationalised political atmosphere
to attract investors and rich nations- especially the
Middle East. It is a haven and base for international
organisations and political movements.

It generously gives shelter to any and many political
leaders, thereby demanding confidence and goodwill
to maintain the country as a fertile arena for invest-
ment and business. It is a tolerant society and a safe
haven for many ethnic groups, especially from former
colonies.

Extortion

Sri Lankans in the United Kingdom consist of approxi-
mately 600,000 according to guess work by some
groups, the majority of which belongs to the Tamil
community. Initially Sri Lankans migrated as profes-
sionals and subsequently as refugees after the North
and East issue.

Tamil Diaspora too uses British tolerance and goodwiill
to propagate adverse propaganda against Sri Lanka in
order to tarnish the image of the country mainly in
order to help the asylum seekers who require spicy
propaganda in order to justify their refugee claims.
Refugee claim is based on
in which the signatory nations are bound to respect the
optional protocol and give protection to those who are

BeRecuel By reShctivB §oVePnmentd 8nMite §rdunds ©

of politics, race, religion or ethnicity.

on; the UK is Sri Lankads
British relations with Sri Lanka and leaders have always
been excell ent . British ni

the former Prime Minister blasted Kittu - a senior
member of the LTTE when he requested Mrs Thatcher
to help the LTTE in their battle for a separate State.

The banner headline article and main front page lead in
the Sunday Observer of October 7, 1990, was written

an %y th3e (I)_a? e I-Pozlse (T:oPreuspgoeranWI ve{er%mI a%& seer%jlor €

Journalist Reggie Fernando from London which stated:
The British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has flatly
rejected an appeal for help by the Tamil Tigers. Instead
she slammed them. This shows how close and friendly
the UK leaders are with our country and the leadership.

British Shadow Defence Secretary Liam Fox has called
upon the international community to contribute to Sri
Lankan development especially as the government has
been able to liberate the East from the clutches of
terrorism at the dinner hosted by the Carlton Club - an
affiliate of the Conservative Party of the UK when

Foreign Minister delivered
mandate for democracy over terrorism in the East of
Sri Lankao It was packed

Ministers and members of British Parliament. | had the
opportunity to witness the brilliant speech by the
Foreign Minister with pin drop silence by the
audi ence. The meeting of
President has been very warm and cordial. The Leader of the
Opposition embraced our President and pledged unre-
served support in the war
proposals at the commonwealth leaders meeting were
accepted and steps are being taken to implement.
President Rajapaksads
convincing. | have been following the speeches of
many world leaders as a student of politics/
international law and relations- especially of Margaret
Thatcher, John Major, Smith, Tony Blair and Prime Min-
ister Brown.
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Against terror

But President Mahi nda
good as or better than any other world leaders. Unlike
Tony Blair he speaks without a script on the chosen and
given subject. The Meeting of President Mahinda Raja-
paksa and his delegation with the British Prime Minister

has been very successful. Mr Brown is always against

terror and ever ready to suppress terror. He successfully
brought legislation to detain terror suspects over 42
days without a charge.

Guardian (UK) states under the headline - A Sweepi, n

new powers in
the Home Department David Blunkett is expected to
publish his proposals on a new system for trying terror-

ist suspects when he responds formally to the Newton
Committee set up to review his powers under the Anti

Terrorism Crime Security act 2001. In the speech by the
Sri Lanka Foreign Minister he summed up and summa-
rised the history, current situation historical cultural and

all other bonds and connections between both nations.

May | quote a part of the speech which speaks thousand
words on the subject as
been proscribed here and also in the EU but they mush-
room through fronts even religious and charitable or-

ganisations and you need to help us deal with this chal-

lenge. Sometimes your country is preoccupied with the
challenge from Al Queda terrorism but as my President
stated in his address to the UN General Assembly last

year ATerrorism any where
good in terrorism Al am
that . o

Please visit our web site :

www.srilankaembassyuae.com

An effort at brevity, sympathy and

t -hSecretaly of Gtate fo . ; . .
cretaly o e fore rUrnltoedr l\?atlons General Assembly is well crafted which

f o IPlegidens has bBcbmelam ednergirly Wekld Idadel Ehavh

s u fFitgeng ip disbefief as therey wap @ myth {hat tefrorisie

diplomacy
Raj apaksabs speeches ar e as
President Rajapaksads Vi
Assembly to address the

significant and timely. Currently, he is the most popular
and sought after President the world was eager to lis-
ten to, the brave emerging world leader who has
crushed the most ruthless and dreadful terrorist  or-
ganization which the world thought could not be
crushed militarily. The first meeting after the success of
the humanitarian operation is definitely significant to
the world, world peace and development. The speech
deIiv%red by President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the 65th
opined that the UN an important mechanism in ensur-
ing cooperation between States and a forum for discus-
sion between sovereign States.

He spoke on International Humanitarian Law and non
-State actors and the present challenges before the
emerging and developing States and world powers. Sri
Lanka is a very senior and a respected Member of the
family of nations respected by the other nations for
high standards of education and diplomacy. The

ing led one fourth of the globe as the past head of the
SAARC nations and currently leading a powerful group
of nations as the Head of G-15. President Raja-
paksads achievements in t
the humanitarian operation are unprecedented. The
world watched the winning of the humanitarian opera-

tign in therNorth and $hgy Eastsaviag 390,000strappedt

could not be crushed militarily.

Healing wounds

President Rajapaksabs spe
sympathy, diplomacy with far sights into local and in-

ternational issues. He said that the entire focus of the
Sri Lankan nation is now on building lasting peace,
healing wounds, ensuring economic prosperity and
guaranteeing the rights of the whole nation to live in

harmony. His discussions with the Secretary of the
United Nations, Ban ki-Moon and other world leaders
on the sidelines have been extremely productive and
useful to Sri Lanka and the whole world. All the doubts,
clarifications, myths and misunderstandings

S i
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were completely
charm diplomacy, warmth and strategy. He shook
hands with the Norwegian leaders and also friendly
leaders in all parts of the world which has cemented the
existing friendly and diplomatic bonds in his voyage of
taking the nation towards the achieving of the main
object of making Sri Lanka the wonder of Asia. He has
l aid a strong foundation f
tanad which is being used
goal for the prosperity of his people in Sri Lanka and to
provide them with a bright future for which they are
entitled to after having gone through a miserable war
over 30 years.

The nation is indebted to President Rajapaksa for his
achievements and stabilizing the security and the politi-
cal landscape for the next few hundred decades by con-
verting Sri Lankan Government to one of the most pow-
erful and stable governments in Asia. We have been a
member of the United Nations from 1955 which was
formed in 1945 replacing the League of Nations. Cur-
rently the UNO is the only world body for us which we
must protect and use as a vehicle though there is a de-
bate that it should be more active and democratized.

Democratising UN

President Mahinda Rajapaksa in his speech at the 65th
General Assembly on 24.09.2008 reiterated the need to
democratize the United Nations which is a prime need
today amidst mass killings, disappearances and atroci-
ties worldwide. The world must not condone carpet
bombing, inhuman treatment of other countries in the
guise of international peace and indirect economic
colonisation of nations with resources. People who rise
above unreasonable atrocities are not popular among
those interested parties. President Rajapaksa with his
usual openness reiterated that terror is terror whatever
mask it wears, that the LTTE was a ruthless terrorist
organization which killed thousands of its own people.
Although they claim to represent the Tamil community
in Sri Lanka the very same people who they claim to
protect became unfortunate victims of the LTTE terror.
He said that there are no good terrorists and the terror-
ism is to be dealt with severely in the interests of the
rest of the world. It is the duty of the international
community, brotherhood not to allow the emergence of
the ugly terror in the guise of front organizations or the
Diaspora which is spread worldwide backed by the net-
work and the funds already accumulated by illegal
methods such as arms deals, human trafficking, drugs

one of the best tourist destinations. The stock market is
rising steadily, per capita and the quality and standard
of living are improving fast with the achievements and
developments as the main by-product of the peace the
citizens enjoy which is going to last over thousands of
years to come.

8rf LatkdnSGovBriniediti i0 the oM dbwierfud i th&

eradi cat e dEcohgmicalB/rwe aré drieing tfast Reat jtoaQhinakasdaad s

hi

efitife Adia. The RutnanOrights tad fuAdarfient8l Yights h i

are protected, maintained and propagated based on
international standards. The mechanism in Sri Lanka on
human rights is far above and superior to any in the
world. The NGOs in Sri Lanka are extremely powerful
and richly funded by International Organizations. Sri
Lankan news spreads fast with a click of a mouse and
the freedom of speech and expression is maintained by
an effective and independent judiciary and a vibrant
ABar o with a brave and e
which President Rajapaksa too is a senior member.

Economic development

Investments are pouring due to the confidence based
on recent developments in the North and the East
which has now opened to the world as one of the most

beautiful, stable and secure destinations with vast vir-

gin lands, beautiful lands covered with thick jungles and

wild life, fine climatic conditions and moreover beautiful

beaches with the most beautiful and natural harbour in

the East which has been used on the silk route 250 B.C.
onwards connecting East and West. After the
construction of the famous Hambantota Port which will

have access to 36,000 ships sailing on the silk route is
one of the major impacts and by-products of the
security enjoyed by the Sri Lankans and the entire
SAARC region without the menace of the ugly and
terrible LTTE. The country can look forward to a better

future with the security, stability, openness and in

addition the warmth and friendly relationships

reactivated by President Rajapaksa during his voyage to
the UN which has opened the eyes of the business
community towards Sri Lanka as a fertile land for
investment and the best destination for tourists. The

President has mended fences of goodwill with the UN
Secretary General, Norwegians by reactivating warm
friendships which is a need for an emerging successful
nation.

It is now time to keep the past for the past and to look

39

du



Issue :- 02 Volume 02
February 2011

Issued by the Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka Villa No. 03. Sector E4, Madinat Zayed, Abu Dhabi

forwards for a future based on the current
achievements of the Great Leader who has performed
the mission entrusted to him by the people entrusting
the nation as a trustee. He has won the world over by
his warmth, friendly nature, magnanimity, fearlessness
and brevity. Now that there is no misunderstandings
and any forms of internal or external differences, it is
time for Sri Lankans to work together as Sri Lankans to
promote our economic conditions, political stability and
t hat of the entire SAARC
President Mahinda Rajapaksa has given the leadership
for. Today, we are a proud nation to be led by a
respectable emerging world leader who has understood

the heartbeat of the world family and the new world
and economic order. the heartbeat of the world family
and the new world and economic order.

Diplomacy and sovereign equality

Diplomacy is the art and practice of conducting
negotiations between representatives of states. This
usually refers to international diplomacy. Apart from
recently codified International Instruments such as the
Charter of the United Nations (24.10.1945), ILO (1919),

Universal Declaration of Human Rights ( 10.12.1948),
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties and many
other codified instruments and unwritten conventions
and practices on which the current diplomatic relations
among the world family are conducted, friendship of
sovereign nations depend on mutual friendship, respect
among nations and leaders in the modern world and
economic order in the most selfish and self-centred
world governed by the inherent law of the fittest and

powerful. Let us be frank, realistic and practical. It is
not always the world family is fair and reasonable as it
too consists of human beings.

It is amazing that Sri Lanka being a small easily accessi-
ble, vulnerable and beautiful island rich in culture and
wealth stood so close to Giant India for thousands of
years independently without being bullied or con-
quered.

King Asoka having conquered the entire Indian subcon-
ti

nent di d not think of

most precious

C OfRRe ¥he RatioR & thé Suiprise dh® dnlizerheht bfl the 0

son and daughter on a diplomatic mission to King Deva-
nampiyatissa, the unseen but close friend to propagate
Buddhism from which he has achieved peace and peace
of mind after killing thousands and destruction of states

for power. This is proof |[th
thing alien to us and we have been practicing it in our
long history.

We are ever proud of. Our friendship with kings, world
Ne@dbr's 8rdl trafets indhe Mol EAsPandf réhback4d |
deep history. Our kings not only tolerated these traders
but allowed the practice their religion and settle down.
We have had close diplomatic relations with the rest of
the world. We were an independent Sovereign nation
until British in 1815 cheated our misguided chieftains in
the AHI I I & and forcibly a
nation with false promises. They broke the promises
immediately. They killed freedom fighters in bulk and
destroyed our culture and religions. It took 450 years
for us to be liberated and be a sovereign nation again.
It is time for them to apologiez to our nation even at
this late stage. Australians who too have originated
from British were more honourable to apologize to
aborigines, the real owners of Australia who were
hunted as animals. We being Buddhists and Hindus
practicing non-vi ol ence t hout h
or loving kindness to those misguided people and try to
understand them. Same applies to the family of na-
tions.

(@]
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Fittest in the world family is still in the accumulation of
power and wealth using whatever means available.

Bloody war

Life is not always smooth and rosy. Countries which
have gone through turbulent periods enjoy freedom
better. In the family of nations too the leaders have to
be careful and patient during turbulent periods. There
rough patches in anyb
nations in the world family. Time has come for us to be
careful and act with care in the interest of the nation.
We went through a fABl oodly
smel | of blood and destruct
dent Rajapaksa has successfully won, eradicated and

ar e
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0

world family tired of terror and terrorism in their soil
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which has destabilized the peace and peaceful living in
most developed and developing countries. Our good
friends India, China, USSR, Middle East, Africa, OAS or-
bit genuinely helped us during our turbulent and  deci-
sive crisis. It was a sorry state that the West - the UK,
EU and the USA with an inert attitude watched us with
caution demanding application of humanitarian laws
during the battle which they themselves did not adhere
to in Irag and Afghanistan- in our own door steps!!,
when the world was watching in disbelief, President Ra-
japaksa with his inborn diplomacy and deep rooted love
and affection to the nation eradicated the terror regime
which has engulfed the nation for thirty years, in a short
span of three years!!! He promised the people an Undi-
vided Country, Equal Sovereignty, Equality before Law,
Protection of individual and collective Human Rights, a
nation with no discrimination and equality for all, devel-
opment of the individual and the nation to be self -
sufficient and proud of being a Sri Lankan.

These are the aspirations of the peoples of Sri Lanka but
not necessarily the aspirations of some members of the
West, and Tamils who do not demand a separate state
or self determination. Some blocks of the world family
are misguided for various selfish and self-centred mo-
tives and intentions and have become pawns of LTTE
frontline organizations. The ordinary Tamil loves to be
with Sinhalese. Forty per cent of Tamils live with Sin-
halese and feel safe. In the year 2005 President Raja-
paksa was entrusted with a minority government of for-
mer President Chandrika Kumaratunga which he
patched and modified to be a power base using his
charm and local diplomacy to attract the opponents who
still stick to him. Subsequently people have given Presi-
dent Rajapaksa an overwhelming mandate every where
- Local Authorities, Provincial Councils, Presidential Elec-
tions and all other elections.

He managed di pl omati c rel
Chi nt ana&Alaingdn niNkeonnt policy
Foreign Policyo unique to

with the help of the able Foreign Minister who has fol-
lowed him as a shadow.

Now there is a crisis we are bound to get over sooner
r later. USA has openly declared that they cannot

afford to lose Sri Lanka and Obama has spoken of our
long relations and friendship. True the United Kingdom
in 1815 cunningly conquered us with their fire power,
naval power, mainly owing to our disunity.

They fought hard long years to conquer us with no
success until our own side let us down, which are les-
sons for our current diplomatic crisis with the West; we
are bound to get over soon.

To the credit of the
domination we are following their mode of Governance,
Language, Education, Commercial law, Road Network
Modern Diplomacy Cricket and many other areas for
which this writer is grateful for, while there are different
views on this issue.

English no longer belongs to England - it is a world lan-
guage used in, education and computer work. We are at
times better cricketers than the original cricketers! It is

no exaggeration to say that we are better diplomats

than those in West and the UK. Based on our conduct
on international affairs as much as cricket we play as
good or better than of the Englishman.

Global Tamil Forum

British Foreign Secretary
London conference of Global Tamil Forum which is an
LTTE front organization is highly unwarranted, un-
wanted and out of context and outside the purview of all

norms of Diplomacy.

There was no need for him to take this undiplomatic
decision to take part and address the meeting of the
LTTE front organization which has annoyed Sri Lanka
and strained our friendship, except to get more votes for
the upcoming general election in which Labour stands
no chances of victory at all.

In manal elector%tes Tamié Diasp(r)]ra is subst?]ntial agd at
t|mes Smd is tge demsnae v%te when the public is not
kﬁen in votmg Tanhl D|aspora is daggresswe vomferovs
and actlve with LTTE front organ|zat|ons attempting to
regroup. He has requested President Rajapaksa to use
the new mandate for self determination of Tamils and
national reconciliation. Robert Blake the controversial
Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia wants
Sri Lankan government to ensure national reconciliation
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and give punishment for war crimes that may have
been committed and the violation of law and order, hu-
man rights. Whether war crimes have ever been com-
mitted is a moot issue as it is only based on a state-
ment by the retired Army Commander Sarath Fonseka
who is being questioned and interrogated. David Mili-
band is a son of a Jewish immigrant whose father is a
Polish Marxist Ralph Miliband. He is extremely ambitious
and unpopular among colleagues as a ruthless and self
centred politician who has reached high at a young age.
According to political analysts he has been a controver-
sial politician and an schemer. His attacks on Israel are
not liked by the rich Jew population in the UK and the
USA.

He reemphasized that a peaceful solution is the only
way to usher in lasting solution to Sri Lankan conflict.
Not a single good word for President Rajapaksa on the
service rendered to the world and world peace by eradi-
cating LTTE which 