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“FOR PEACE LOVING WORLD COMMUNITY AND A PEACEFUL WORLD” 

Our Motto is “Kindness, Compassion and Commitment” 

Speaker Hon. Chamal           

Rajapaksa was conferred the 
Presidency of the Common-

wealth Parliamentary Associa-

tion concluded on 20th July 
2011.  CPA endorsed Colombo 

as the next conference venue 
which is another victory for Sri 

Lanka.  Addressing of over 600 
delegates and 416 MPs and 

Speakers of the Common-

wealth, Mr. Chamal Rajapaksa outgoing CPA Presi-
dent, the Speaker of British Parliament, John Bercow.   

India Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship Group was 
formed on 15th of July where in Lok Sabha the Sri 

Lankan Law makers were received.  The Friendship 

group consisted of Parliamentarians of both groups 
which has cemented the friendship and the bonds   

between the two countries. 

 No one contacted me; Gota   

Defence Ministry Secretary    
Gotabaya Rajapaksa    

releasing the report titled 
“Humanitarian Operation 

Factual Analysis July 2006 

– May 2009 
 

Full text of the speech  

delivered by Secretary  Defence Gotabaya Rajapaksa.  
 

Good morning. I would like to warmly welcome all of 

you and thank you for your presence here today. The 

purpose of today's event is to officially release the    
report that has been compiled by the Ministry of     

Defence on the Humanitarian Operation. The purpose 
of this report is to set out the factual background and 

operational context, which brought peace to Sri Lanka 
by liberating our people from the brutal terrorism of 

the Liberation Tigers of Tamil  Eelam, the LTTE, in May 

2009. 
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The Sri Lankan       

Ambassador has 
sent the follow-

ing letter to Her 
Excellency Mrs. 

Ase Elin Bjerke. 

 Towards a peaceful Sri Lanka, South Asia 
and a world full of peace. 

Today Sri Lanka is one of the most peaceful and stable 

nations in the world community.  Peace is a state of    

harmony characterized by the lack of violent conflict.  

The conflict that engulfed us for three decades is     

fortunately completely eradicated by the far sight    

vision, strategy and the continuous and consistence 

efforts of His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa who   

master minded the strategy with his team thereby we 

are bestowed with one of the most peaceful nations in 

the world.  It is peace and stability that is required for 

investments and tourism.  With the new born peace 

and stability we look forward to be the wonder of Asia 

soon. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/bilder/emblem.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lanka.html&usg=__1fxkWy5uuCODK3d9NeRQja5OEQ4=&h=245&w=173&sz=30&hl=en&start=36&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y9SOsDm4saVkeM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=78&pre
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tharunaya.co.uk/new_site/news/newsimage/1495056476chamal2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tharunaya.co.uk/new_site/news/newsmoreenglish.php?id=11316&usg=__PkOE_A3py0E5_lBaZ6aDJuqcNDk=&h=262&w=192&sz=7&hl=en&start=63&z
http://www.dailymirror.lk/top-story/12710-no-one-contacted-me-gota.html
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Sri Lankan popularity is  on the zenith.  Sri Lanka is day by day 

reaching the peak of popularity in the ñ Family of Nationsò.  It is 

true that Sri Lanka went through hard times for 30 years.  Now the  

country is booming towards the right direction which reflects     

popularity and publicity.  In Sri Lanka economy and tourism is 

booming, stock market is on the rise and the trend is in favour of Sri 

Lanka, in all the areas.  There were interested parties and LTTE 

Front Organizations orchestrated a campaign to discredit Sri Lanka 

and undermine the win over terrorism in the guise of possible      

violation of humanitarian law. 

 

The document produced by the Defence Secretary  and the presen-

tation at “Ada Derana” shattered all the hopes to discredit Sri Lanka. 

 

We are publishing the full text of speech delivered by Secretary, 

Defence Mr. Gothabaya Rajapaksa and the reference for the        

access for the video answering the infamous channel 4 News       

orchestrated by LTTE Front Organizations in the United Kingdom. 

 

 

EDITORIAL— BY SARATH WIJESINGHE 

 

His Excellency Sarath Wijesinghe, the Ambassador of UAE is available to the public 

24 hours on mobile Nos. 050-6143586,  

He could be accessed via 

email:- lankemb@emirates.net.ae.  /  sarath8@hotmail.com   

and  the direct line :02-6315252 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/bilder/emblem.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lanka.html&usg=__1fxkWy5uuCODK3d9NeRQja5OEQ4=&h=245&w=173&sz=30&hl=en&start=36&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y9SOsDm4saVkeM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=78&pre
mailto:sarath8@hotmail.com
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                                      "NEWS IN BRIEF” 

 

 

TOURISM 

 

The tourism is on the rise and the good news is in April the 250,000th traveler was        
welcomed by Sri Lankan authorities.  BIA‟s arrival lounge indicated 16,835 visited passed 

through and year to date count is 280,000 which is an increase of 40% over January – 
April period in 2010.  The arrivals of Shangrilla and leading hotels have given confidence to 

the world for the most sought for country in the world – Sri Lanka. 

 

A Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance In Criminal Matters Was Initiated 
Recently Between The Government Of Sri Lanka And Russian Federation 
 

Sri Lanka Government condoles with Norway 

The Government of Sri Lanka condoles with the Government of Norway, the People of the 

Norway and the families of victims that has gone through difficult periods as a result of the 
bombing and shooting. 

 

Actg. Minister Neomal Perera added that no other country which should better understand 

the suffering of the Norway people at this devastating time than Sri Lanka as Sri Lanka too 
has suffered the same pain and sorrow so profoundly during the last three decades at the 

hands of the most brutal terrorism outfit in the world. 
 

Dual Citizenship  
 

The government of Sri Lanka has decided to revise the existing dual citizenship application 

processing procedure as a part of streamlining the exercising of dual nationality of ex-Sri 

Lankans. 

 

Travel  Ban Lifted 

Travel Ban to North East is lifted.  For details contact the Sri Lankan Embassy or the      

Embassy website. 

 

Websites of the Sri Lankan Embassy in UAE 

 

The Website of the Sri Lankan Embassy is active and the community is invited to make use 

of the website for the information and education purposes.   

 

News letter in Arabic language 

 

Newsletter in Arabic language will be published soon which will benefit the Emirati locals 
and the and our Arabian friends in the Middle East.  It will be hosted in the Embassy    

website www.srilankaembassyuae.com. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/bilder/emblem.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lanka.html&usg=__1fxkWy5uuCODK3d9NeRQja5OEQ4=&h=245&w=173&sz=30&hl=en&start=36&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y9SOsDm4saVkeM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=78&pre
http://www.srilankaembassyuae.com/
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Please visit our web site :  

 www.srilankaembassyuae.com    

E mail :- lankemb@emirates.net.ae  

Telephone :- 02-631644 

 

“25th July 2011 

 

H.E. Mrs. Ase Elin Bjerke 

Ambassador 

Royal Norwegian Embassy 

P.O. Box 47270 

Abu Dhabi 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

It is with great sorrow that we share with you the difficult period 
going through as a result of terrorist activities which has devastated 
the nation.  No other country has experienced other than Sri Lanka 
of the atrocities of the terrorists which engulfed the nation for 30 
years.  We have gone through and suffered and we feel the pain of 
the Norwegian Nation and the citizens who are peace loving and has 
done so much for the world peace. 

 

Please accept our sorrow and condolences of the tragic incident that 
has taken place and I pray that this will be the first and last of this 
nature. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Sarath Wijesinghe 

Ambassador” 

 

From Page 01 <<   
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The report begins with a detailed analysis of the LTTE, 

including its true nature, and its growth and          

sophistication over the years, and the threat it posed 

to all Sri Lankans. The LTTE was a vicious terrorist 

group that suppressed democracy in the areas it   

dominated, killed all its rivals and assassinated     

moderate Tamil politicians and intellectuals, and 

spread terror throughout Sri Lanka with its many    

attacks on innocent      civilians. Raising funds through 

its international    criminal network, the LTTE not only 

had the ability to use semi-conventional tactics        

on land, but also      acquired sea and air dimensions 

to strengthen its   offensive capability. The size and 

scale of the LTTE was equivalent to many conven-

tional forces; any   attempt to defeat it militarily     

required the proportionate use of force. 

  

Through the years, successive Governments of Sri 

Lanka attempted many solutions to the                 

conflict,     including military engagement as           

well      as peace talks. The sincere efforts of the        

Governments to seek a    solution through negotiation, 

however, were always sabotaged by the LTTE. 

Though it sought the refuge of ceasefires whenever    

it was weakened militarily, the LTTE had no interest    

in peace. This is made       abundantly clear by       its 

acts of brazen provocation   during each ceasefire  

period, especially the last  ceasefire from 2002 to2006 

  

The second part of this report begins by describing the 

resumption of hostilities in 2006. The closure of the 

Mavil Aru sluice gate by the LTTE in July of that year 

threatened a humanitarian disaster in the east,      

affecting many thousands of Tamils, Muslims and   

Sinhalese civilians. The near simultaneous attacks 

launched on Security Forces positions made it clear 

that the closure of the Mavil Aru sluice gate was only 

the start of the LTTE's offensive. In the circumstances, 

the Government had no option but to launch a military 

operation to save the country from the LTTE menace. 

This section of the report charts the progress of that 

Humanitarian Operation. It also describes the many 

precautions taken by the Government to safeguard 

civilian lives during the period of hostilities, and the 

broader frameworks within which civilian rights were 

protected. 

The final part of the report is a brief overview of the 

consequences of the Humanitarian Operation, which 

shows a Sri Lanka that is finally at peace. The country 

is now rebuilding after suffering thirty long years of 

terrorism. Democracy has been restored to every part 

of the country, the North has almost completely been 

demined, nearly all internally displaced people have 

been resettled in their homes, normalcy has returned 

throughout the land and an economic revival is at 

hand. Sri Lanka has thirty years of lost opportunities to 

catch up on. While we will certainly engage with and 

account for the events of the past, our focus must be 

on the future. 
 

In this regard, it is disturbing to note that the rump of 

the LTTE organization together with some in the Tamil 

Diaspora are still working to tarnish the image of this 

country, sow discord amongst our people, and drag Sri 

Lanka back into the past. They make various           

allegations against the conduct of the Humanitarian 

Operation, which have unfortunately been given far too 

much attention. These allegations are quite absurd. 

  

Take for instance the allegation that the Security 

Forces killed or gravely mistreated those who          

surrendered or were detained. This has been repeated 

loudly and repeated often, but it is not an accusation 

that stands up to scrutiny. By the end of the Humani-

tarian Operation more than 11,000 LTTE cadres      

surrendered to Security Forces. Despite the various 

acts of terrorism and mass murder they had commit-

ted, these cadres were not mistreated in any way. The 

595 child soldiers who surrendered were reunited with 

their families within one year, while over 6,100 adult 

cadres were rehabilitated and released by June 2011. 

Most of the remaining cadres are undergoing further 

rehabilitation programmes and will be reintegrated to 

society when they are ready. Those culpable for atroci-

ties at a higher level will be prosecuted through legal 

channels. 

  

The Government of Sri Lanka has taken the utmost 

care to look after not only those citizens who were   

oppressed by LTTE terrorism in the North and East, but 

even those who were directly connected with the LTTE. 

As the Humanitarian Operation was drawing to a close, 

the parents of LTTE leader Prabhakaran were among 

the IDPs who came over to Government controlled  

From Page 01 <<   
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territory. Instead of being mistreated in any way,    

Prabhakaran's father and mother were treated with the 

utmost consideration and care until they passed away 

of  natural causes in  January 2010 and  February 2011    

respectively. 

 

The same consideration has been extended to the 

families of other LTTE leaders. Soosai was the leader of 

the Sea Tiger wing, one of the most influential leaders 

of the LTTE after Prabhakaran, and responsible for the 

deaths of so many Naval personnel. The Navy inter-

cepted his wife and children, along with the family of 

another senior LTTE leader Ruben, as they tried to 

leave Sri Lanka by boat at night during the last week of 

the Humanitarian Operation. From the time of their 

interception, these families have been well looked after  

by the Navy. 

 

Another example is the family of Tamilchelvan, who 

was an LTTE area commander who rose through the 

ranks to become the head of its so-called political wing. 

He was killed in a precision air strike carried out by the 

Air Force in November 2007. After his family identified 

themselves to the Security Forces in May 2009, the 

Government has looked after them. They are living 

comfortably in Colombo. Such courtesies were not only 

extended to the families of LTTE leaders, but also to 

former LTTE cadres themselves. George Master and 

Daya Master, who were full-time members of the LTTE 

also surrendered during the last stages of the           

Operation.  They too were cared for. 

 

Why should a Government that extended such care    

to families so directly linked to the LTTE, and former 

LTTE cadres themselves, be accused of mistreating 

civilians who suffered because of the LTTE? Yet that is 

the    accusation levelled against Sri Lanka by parties 

with vested interests. It is extremely unfortunate that 

there are some who get swayed by such malign and 

absurd accusations instead of paying attention to the 

facts. They have got carried away by the media        

hysteria    generated by LTTE apologists, and have   

neglected to verify the true picture for themselves. 

  

Take for example this accusation of "up to 40,000    

civilian casualties" occurring during the Humanitarian 

Operation. This is a vague accusation, based on even 

vaguer arithmetic, which keeps getting repeated      

without any sort of critical analysis by people who 

should know better. At various times during the       

Humanitarian Operation, various estimates were made 

by various parties about the overall population figure in 

the North. According to the Consortium of Humanitar-

ian Agencies, the number was between 75,000 and 

150,000. According to the UN Resident Coordinator, 

the number was between 120,000 and 180,000.      

According to the World Food Programme, the number 

was 210,000. According to the Government Agent in 

Mullaitivu, the number was 305,000. The largest      

estimate given is that last one, by the GA Mullaitivu. 

The registered number of IDPs at the end of the      

Humanitarian Operation was 294,000. 

 

Estimating the number of people who were in the 

North is a very complex task. A large number of people 

left Sri Lanka without going through legal channels   

during the period of the conflict. Approximately 

100,000 people went to India by boat, including       

several LTTE cadres, and live there in camps. However, 

we do not have enough information to identify these 

people. Similarly, there are large numbers residing as 

refugees in places such as Indonesia, the Christmas 

Islands, Australia and Canada. Their names are       

unknown to us, and these countries do not release that 

information. 

  

To address this issue of initial population estimates, a 

comprehensive statistical analysis has been undertaken 

by the Government. This analysis is challenging. There 

is no census data for the North after 1981, and so 

many people fled LTTE controlled areas to the rest of 

Sri Lanka as well as other countries over the last three 

decades. Nevertheless, the Government is confident 

that a much more accurate estimate of the population 

in the North can be arrived at with the conclusion of 

this analysis. It is only then that this subject can be 

discussed with any accuracy. 

  

In the meantime, the Government has other sources it 

can rely on. In December 2009, the Government      

together with UNICEF launched a programme to trace 

the missing in the Northern Province. The Vavuniya 

Government Agent and the Probation and Childcare 

Commissioner in the Northern Province jointly          

established a Family Tracing and Reunification Unit 

with UNICEF assistance. This Unit undertook a          
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comprehensive programme to catalogue all those who 

were missing, adults as well as children. Families were 

encouraged to report missing persons to a hotline, and 

any information available with the Government Agent, 

District Secretaries, Divisional Secretariats, hospital 

staff and police officers was also collected. As of 30th 

June 2011, 2,564 reports have been received. These 

relate to 1,888 adults and 676 children. It is important 

to note that the reports made by the parents of these 

missing children confirm that 64% of them were      

recruited by the LTTE. It is likely that the actual      

percentage is even higher. In this context, it is clear 

that the accusations levelled against Sri Lanka have 

little foundation. Why then, do they continue to recur? 

  

It is important to realise that although the LTTE has 

been militarily defeated in Sri Lanka, its international 

organisation remains largely intact to this day. As the 

report being released today demonstrates, the LTTE 

had at its disposal a vast international network that 

was active in many parts of the world. A significant 

component of that network was its propaganda arm. 

This continues to work actively, though often in       

disguise, to promote the separatist cause and discredit 

the Government of Sri Lanka. This network has funds 

at its disposal, and pushes its agenda through         

influential international figures and misled media     

outlets, which continue to accept and even promote 

this propaganda with very little objective examination. 

  

The most recent example of this is the report aired last 

week on Channel 4 in the United Kingdom. It features 

two men who are supposed to be army officers.      

Neither are they shown on screen, nor are their voices 

heard for even a few seconds, as is the practice in   

responsible journalism when unnamed individuals 

speak in interviews. Of the two names these people 

are given, Fernando is one of the commonest while 

Sasrutha is hardly ever heard of. The voice-overs made 

on the behalf of this pair allege that war crimes took 

place during the last days of the Humanitarian        

Operation. However, absolutely no evidence is given 

for these allegations, nor is there any proof that these 

so-called Army officers are even genuine people. 

  

Nevertheless, the voice-over goes on to describe these 

people as eyewitnesses. But what are they eyewitness 

to? The actual claim they are supposed to be making is  

that Shaveendra Silva told them that I had called him 

and instructed him to do certain things. This is abso-

lutely false, and is a claim that Shaveendra has always 

categorically denied. These people making this claim 

are not eyewitnesses to anything, what they are saying 

is pure fabrication. The absurdity of their claim is even 

clearer when you analyse it a little more deeply and 

with some knowledge of how a military operates. There 

are rules and procedures for following orders that have 

been historically established. The only officers Shaveen-

dra would give instructions to would be Brigade Com-

manders and Commanding Officers. None of these offi-

cers have left Sri Lanka. Who, then, are these shadowy 

figures that Channel 4 claims to have unearthed? What 

is their credibility? How can their absurd allegations be 

taken at face value? Have they an unexplored agenda? 

  

Another accusation made against Sri Lanka in this latest 

report concerns the alleged attempt made by two of 

the LTTE's political cadres to surrender to the Govern-

ment through mediation by international figures. The 

report shows an interview with a British journalist who 

has always been extremely critical of Sri Lanka, who 

claims that assurances were given that these cadres 

could surrender. Whether assurances had been given 

or not, more than 11,000 LTTE cadres including several 

LTTE leaders have not only surrendered and have been 

rehabilitated and reintegrated to society. But nobody 

has communicated anything to the responsible authori-

ties about these two particular people that are being 

spoken of as surrendering on that particular day. As the 

Secretary Defence, I was certainly not contacted. 

  

Just like its recent so-called documentary, this continu-

ing serial by Channel 4 simply promotes baseless accu-

sations whose sole purpose is to discredit Sri Lanka. It 

is an attempt to tarnish this country's image and divide 

our people. It is an attempt to set back the peace that 

has been won after three painful decades. 

  

This is not reportage; it is propaganda. That suppos-

edly respectable media channels are complicit in the 

separatist agenda is extremely disturbing. At a time 

when the media establishment in the UK is under heavy 

fire and is drawing the attention of British authorities 

for its lack of ethics, it seems Channel 4 is no excep-

tion. 
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Another good example of propaganda pretending to 

be journalism concerns the allegations made about the 

supposedly deliberate shelling of hospitals. The      

doctors who served in those hospitals have stated 

very clearly that there was no deliberate shelling. This 

is supported by satellite evidence from before and  

after the period in which fighting took place near the 

hospitals. Unfortunately, the affidavits of the doctors 

at the scene are not given any attention by the       so

-called opinion makers. Instead, they focus exclusively 

on the comments the doctors were forced to make 

under duress by the LTTE. This is extremely disturbing 

and reveals a fundamental bias against the           

Government of Sri Lanka. The implication that the 

doctors were being truthful while held hostage by the 

LTTE, and are lying under Government pressure when 

they are free is frankly insulting. 
 

One of the other allegations made against Sri Lanka is 

that not enough food or aid was sent to the people in 

the North throughout the Humanitarian Operation. 

This is again an allegation with no basis in fact. At the 

start of the Humanitarian Operation, the Government 

of Sri Lanka set up the Consultative Committee on 

Humanitarian Assistance. This Committee, often called 

the CCHA, met regularly at the Ministry of Defence. It 

was chaired by Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe and 

had the participation of the Secretary to the Ministry 

of Defence. Ambassadors involved in the peace     

process as well as the Heads of International         

Organisations and NGOs involved in delivering aid 

regularly attended the meetings. All issues with regard 

to humanitarian assistance were discussed at these 

meetings, and immediate solutions were provided. 

There were no allegations at these meetings that not 

enough was being done; on the contrary, it was clear 

that the Government was making every effort possible 

to cope with an extremely complex and hazardous 

situation. 

  

Irrespective of how difficult things became, the      

Government did its utmost to make sure that the   

people suffering in the LTTE's clutches received the 

resources they so badly needed. International      

agencies such as the World Food Programme and the 

ICRC have  records that attest to this. Even in the very 

last stages of the Humanitarian Operation, when the 

trapped population could not be reached by road, sup-

plies were sent in through an ICRC ship  that  was  

escorted by the Sri Lanka Navy. Records of the ICRC 

show that medical supplies were delivered even on 

the 18th of May 2009, the day the Humanitarian     

Operation ended. 
 

However, instead of finding out these facts and     

consulting those who are in a position to reveal the 

truth, Sri Lanka's opponents continue to flog their 

stale old lies. Instead of being acknowledged as the 

LTTE apologists they are, these opponents of Sri 

Lanka are sometimes lionised for their strident      

comments. A good example of this is the treatment of 

Miss Damilvany Gnanakumar. 

 

This lady claims to have arrived in Sri Lanka to visit 

her relatives but was unable to leave due to the      

hostilities, and therefore volunteered to assist in the 

hospitals. While there, she claims she saw large    

numbers of casualties and surgery being carried out 

without anaesthesia even on children. Not only do the 

doctors at the hospital flatly refute these claims, but 

Miss Gnanakumar is known to have been an LTTE 

operative. She was recruited by Castro, the leader in 

charge of the LTTE's international operations, and 

worked at an LTTE front organisation in London     

before arriving in Sri Lanka in February 2008. While 

here, she underwent military training under Durga,    

a female leader of the LTTE. Miss Gnanakumar was 

no civilian volunteer but an LTTE cadre. The sad     

reality is that her word has been taken at face value. 

  

While the LTTE's propaganda machine continues to 

spin its lies, and such lax standards of journalism   

continue to prevail in the west, the narrative on Sri 

Lanka may continue to be obscured by vicious     

falsehoods. I sincerely hope that with the publication 

of this document, these falsehoods will be laid to rest 

once and for all, and that the world will see, beyond 

any doubt, that the Humanitarian Operation was just”. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/bilder/emblem.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lanka.html&usg=__1fxkWy5uuCODK3d9NeRQja5OEQ4=&h=245&w=173&sz=30&hl=en&start=36&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y9SOsDm4saVkeM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=78&pre
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COMPASSIONATE JUSTICE FOR PEACE, PROSPER-

ITY AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

Sarath Wijesinghe  

LL.M (London) Solicitor-Attorney-at-Law) 

 

Justice is a  concept of moral rightness based on ethics, 

nationality, law, natural law, religion , equality along with 

the  punishment of the breach of the commitment.  The 

most important part in this definition is the punishment 

and the mode of punishment.  Different societies and  

religions have defined and given guidelines for mode of 

punishment and reparation for justice.  Justice is         

synonymous with fair play, reasonableness and          

compassion.  Utilitarianism is a form of justice justified by 

the ability to achieve future social benefits resulted in 

crime reduction and retributive justice is in response crime 

proven by lawful evidence so that punishment justly     

imposed.  Restorative justice is dealing with making the 

victim  reparation and paid for the loss including           

reintegrating the offender into the society.  Distributive 

justice is directed at the proper allocation of wealth, power 

etc. and oppressive justice exercises and authoritarian 

approach to legislature totally unrelated to justice.   

 

Understanding of this concept are dependent of      

history, mythology, culture and the legal systems.    

Justice involves a system of consequences that       

naturally derive from any action or choice.   

 

Compassionate justice is completely different from 

these modes of justices and is mainly based on        

religious beliefs.  This concept is embodied in          

Buddhism , Hinduism, Islam , Christianity and other 

religions.  In compassionate justice elements of most 

of other justices are embodied.  But the West always 

deals with other forms of justices other than 

“compassionate justice”. 

 

Compassionate justice is not an area alien to Sri 

Lankan culture.  Wrongdoers are compassionately    

considered and the treatment was based on basic 

norms of kindness , compassion and reparation in a 

compassionate way.  In 1970s misguided youth took to 

arms on an armed insurrection to change the govern-

ment democratically elected by the people.  Sri Lanka 

Government then after having suppressed the uprising 

the misguided youth were compassionately  treated  by  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rehabilitating them in university camps.  History has 

shown that the then government has taken correct 

steps of performing compassionate justice by not 

punishing them ruthlessly and taking steps on    

compassionate reparation and other means .  Most 

of these youth who were reformed today are leading 

high positions in Sri Lanka and worldwide. 

 

Currently Sri Lanka is faced with international     

pressure on as to how the group of Sri Lankans who 

took to arms was treated at the last phase of    

eradication of terror which has threatened world 

peace regional peace and the peace of the entire 

nation over 30 years.  The brutality of the terrorist 

organization is well documented wildly and locally 

and the amount of mass murders destruction of 

property 30 years has taken the nation back to   

hundred years.  The world watched in disbelief the 

victory over terrorism which the world considered 

unwinnable succeeding in a short span of three 

years based on the brevity and strategy master-

minded by the current regime headed by President 

Mahinda Rajapaksa who continuously and           

consistently demanded that justice should be done 

and it should be compassionately applied. 

 

There is a concern by some western countries and 

nongovernmental organizations of the responsibility 

of the Sri Lankan Government on reparation and 

accountability.  Accountability is a factor derived 

from humanitarian law which is based on in the UN 

Charter and the UNHCR adopted in 1948.  Though it 

outwardly speaks of restorative justice the theme of 

these two important and powerful human rights 

documents are based on compassion.  The       

documents were prepared as a result of the        

aftermath of the world war which led to destruction 

of nations and millions of human beings.  It is as a 

result of this blood bath that the nation adopted the 

UN Charter in place of League of Nations which they 

considered ineffective.  The similar incident in     

history is King Asoka‟s extension of compassionate 

justice after having executed massacres for winning 

the entire India.  At the end of the war King Asoka 

was repentive after having met young Buddhist 

monk Negroda he was repentive  and initiated   

reparation in a compassionate way.  He sent his son 

and daughter to his best friend in Sri Lanka King  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/bilder/emblem.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lanka.html&usg=__1fxkWy5uuCODK3d9NeRQja5OEQ4=&h=245&w=173&sz=30&hl=en&start=36&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y9SOsDm4saVkeM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=78&pre
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Devanampiyatissa to propagate Buddhism which is still the basis on which the Sri Lankan culture is rooted.  

There is no question that Sri Lanka forces are professionals and that Sri Lanka maintain high standards of 

maintenance of war .  For thirty years all the residents in the LTTE areas were fed and the government struc-

ture were active after having paid full salaries in schools and universities.  But the last phase of the war was 

crucial because of the intervention of thousands of NGOs who poured into the area funds and other resources 

in addition to the strong LTTE network worldwide aiming at North and East to be separated from the main 

stream.  Sri Lankans are united , friendly and Tamils prefer to live with Sinhalese in the main areas.  Out of 

the entire Tamil population majority live in peace with the Sinhala population and in the capital of Sri Lanka 

majority of the ethnic community is Tamil and Sinhala comes third.  This shows how tolerant Sinhala residents 

and the integration,  friendship and compassionate attitude of the people. 

 

The Government is in immense pressure demanding some countries and NGOs that Sri Lanka should adhere 

to restorative justice and accountability for the last few days of the war.  This process is based on media 

propaganda in which Channel 4 is mainly based on text messages, emails, the Tamil Net information and also 

contents of strong LTTE and front organizations.   

 

It is at this juncture that President of Sri Lanka has again declared to extend compassionate justice for reha-

bilitated LTTErs.  He said that he is prepared to bring peace dividends to the country including the North and 

East when shortsighted narrow-minded parties are talking about the 13th Amendment without considering the 

development or welfare of the people living in the North and the East.  The priority should be given to the 

welfare benefit and the development of the North and East which is fast growing and developing.  Today our 

economy is booming with tourism, investments are pouring and there is peace and stability and what matters 

is compassionate justice in different ways that is by development, by way of reforms, by way of commitment, 

by way of integration, by way of offering equality , by way of making them equal before justice, fair play and 

also to take them forward in the voyage of making Sri Lanka the Wonder of Asia.  Therefore it is the duty of 

the professionals and academics to take this message forward and educate the world especially the world me-

dia of our vision , strategy , breeding , education based on our culture and history based on  compassion and 

kindness. 

 

(The writer is the Sri Lankan Ambassador in UAE – sarath8@hotmail.com) 

  Compassionate justice for peace, prosperity and development 

 By Sarath Wijesinghe 

Just ice is a concept of moral r ighteousness based on ethics, nat ional i ty, law, natural law, 

rel igion , equal ity a long with the punishment of the breach of the commitment. The most  

important  part in th is def init ion is the punishment and the mode of punishment. Di f ferent 

societ ies and rel igions have def ined and g iven guidel ines for mode of punishment and 

reparat ion for just ice. Just ice is synonymous with fa ir p lay, reasonableness and         

compass ion. Ut i l i tar ianism is a form of just ice just i f ied by the abi l i ty to achieve future 

socia l benefi ts resulted in cr ime reduct ion and retr ibut ive just ice is in response cr ime 

proven by lawful evidence so that punishment is just ly imposed. Restorat ive just ice is  

deal ing with making the vict im reparat ion and paid for the loss including re integrat ing 

the offender into the society.  Dist r ibut ive just ice is  di rected at  the proper a l locat ion o f 

wealth, power and oppressive just ice exerc ises an authoritar ian approach to legis lature 

total ly unre lated to just ice.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/bilder/emblem.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lanka.html&usg=__1fxkWy5uuCODK3d9NeRQja5OEQ4=&h=245&w=173&sz=30&hl=en&start=36&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y9SOsDm4saVkeM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=78&pre
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Understanding of th is  concept is dependent on history, mythology, cul ture and the legal  

systems. Just ice involves a system of consequences that natural ly derive from any act ion 

or choice.  

 

Compassionate just ice is completely di f ferent from these modes of just ice and is mainly 

based on rel igious be l iefs. This concept is embodied in Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Chr ist i -

anity and other rel igions. In compass ionate just ice e lements of most  of the other forms of 

just ice are embodied. But the West a lways deals with other forms of just ices apart from 

“compassionate just ice”.  

 

Compassionate just ice is not an area a l ien to Sr i Lankan culture. Wrongdoers are compas-

sionately considered and the t reatment was based on basic norms of kindness, compass ion 

and reparat ion in a compassionate way . In the 1970s misguided youth took to arms in an 

armed insurrect ion to change the government which 

was democrat ical ly elected by the people. The 

Government having    suppressed the upris ing, the  

misguided youth were compass ionate ly treated by 

rehabi l i tat ing them in    universi ty camps. History has  

shown that the then    government had taken the 

correct steps of perform- ing compassionate just ice by 

not punishing them      ruthlessly and taking steps on 

compass ionate    repara- t ion and by other means. Most  

of these youth who were reformed are today holding 

high posit ions in Sr i  Lanka and worldwide.  

 

Current ly Sr i  Lanka is faced with internat ional     

pressure as to how the group of youth who took to 

arms was treated dur ing the last phase of eradicat ion 

of terror which had threatened wor ld peace ,    

regional  peace and the peace of the ent ire nat ion for  

over 30 years.  The bru- tal i ty of the terror ist           

organisat ion is wel l  documented and the number 

of mass murders, de- struct ion of property over 30 

years has taken the na- t ion back a hundred years.  

The world watched in disbel ie f the v ictory over    

terror ism which was considered winnable and ended in a short  span of three years due to 

the brevi ty and strategy adopted by the government headed by President Mahinda         

Rajapaksa who consistent ly demanded that  just ice should be done and compass ionately    

appl ied.  
 

Accountability 
 

Concern has been expressed by some Western countr ies and non -governmenta l organisa-

t ions on the responsibi l i ty of the Government on reparat ion and accountabi l i ty issues.      

Accountabi l i ty is  a factor  derived from humanitar ian law which is  based on the UN Charter  

which the UNHCR adopted in 1948. Though it  outwardly speaks of restorat ive just ice, the 

theme of these two important and powerful human r ights documents are based on compas-

sion. The documents were prepared fol lowing the world war which led to the destruct ion of 

nat ions and mi l l ions of people.  
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President Mahinda Rajapaksa laying a 

foundation stone and (on right) being 
greeted by people during his recent 
visits to the North  
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As a resul t of th is b loodbath the nat ions adopted the UN Charter in p lace of the League of  

Nat ions which they considered ineffect ive.  A similar inc ident in history is  K ing Asoka‟s      

extension of compassionate just ice having carr ied out massacres for winning the whole of 

India . At  the end of the war King Asoka was repent ive and having met a young Bhikkhu    

Negroda he in it iated reparat ion in a compassionate way. He sent his son and daughter to 

his best fr iend K ing Devanampiyat issa to propagate Buddhism which is st i l l  the basis on 

which the Sri  Lankan culture is rooted.  
 

There is no quest ion that Sr i  Lanka Security Forces are profess iona ls and that Sr i  Lanka 

maintains high standards . For 30 years al l  the res idents in the LTTE areas were fed and the 

government pa id ful l  sala- r ies in schools and 

universi t ies. But the last  phase of the war 

against terror ism was cru- cia l due to the inter-

vent ion of thousands of NGOs who poured into 

the area funds and other  resources in addit ion 

to the strong LTTE network wor ldwide aiming at  

the North and the East to  be separated from the 

mainstream. Sr i Lankans are united, fr iendly 

and the Tami ls prefer to  l ive with the Sinha lese 

in the main areas. Of the  ent ire Tami l popula-

t ion the majority l ive in peace with the Sinha la 

populat ion. In Colombo, the majori ty of the 

ethnic community is Tamil and Sinha la comes thi rd. This shows the tolerant Sinhala resi -

dents and bears out the integrat ion, fr iendship and compassionate att i tude of the people.  
 

Immense pressure 
 

The Government is under immense pressure as some countr ies and NGOs demand that  Sr i  

Lanka should adhere to restorat ive just ice and accountabi l i ty during the last few days of the 

war.  This is  based on media propaganda such as Channel  4 which is mainly based on text 

messages, emai ls and the Tami l Net information backed by strong LTTE and front            

organisat ions.  
 

It was at th is juncture that President Rajapaksa has again to extended compassionate     

just ice to rehabi l i tate ex-LTTErs. He said that he is prepared to br ing peace d iv idends to the 

country inc luding the North and the East  when shortsighted narrow -minded part ies are   

ta lking about the 13th Amendment without consider ing the deve lopment or wel fare of the 

people in the North and the East. Pr ior ity should be given to the wel fare benef it  and the   

development of the North and the East.  
 

Today our economy is  booming with tourism and investments are pour ing in and there is 

peace and stabi l i ty and what matters is  compassionate just ice, development, reforms,    

commitment, integrat ion, equal ity before just ice, fa i rplay and a lso to take them forward to 

make Sr i Lanka the “Wonder of As ia”. Therefore it  is the duty of the profess ionals and    

academics to take this  message forward and educate the world especia l ly the world‟s media 

of our v is ion, st rategy, breeding and educat ion based on our culture, h istory, compassion 

and kindness.  
 

The writer who is an LLM (London) Solicitor and Attorney-at-Law is Sri Lanka’s Ambassador in the UAE 

sarath8@hotmail.com 
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Foreign Policy 
 

 

Foreign Policy of a country is the strategies and policies    

chosen by the State in order to protect,     enhance and 

safeguard its national interest and achieve the goal on 

social, political and economical issues.  It is the duty of 

the Head of the State to create and implement the    

foreign policy, which he may designate to a  Foreign 

Minister or the legislature.   

 

The foreign policy varies from leader to leader depend-

ing on how he designs, implements and gives leader-

ship to the policy created with his team.  Foreign  Policy 

of a country is crucial and important, as all the other 

areas and fronts on economy, defense, agriculture and  

development are directly connected to the foreign     

policy, and as to how the leader   conducts these issues 

with the rest of the world.  It is for this reason that the   

power is     vested    on    the    foreign policy issues 

with the Head of the State, who may carefully delegate 

it to another person or the legislature.  The leader has 

his own strategy and the style of conducting the foreign 

policy of a state.   

 

The Head of State and His Image. 

In the USA, USSR or any other emerging world power, 

the Head of the State and his image is the reflection 

of how the country behaves with the rest of the world.   

The foreign policy is codified and implemented via the 

head of the state whose conduct is carefully moni-

tored and scrutinized by the world, in order to respond 

to and reciprocate based on the conduct and the be-

havior.  

 

In these circumstances, Sri Lanka though small but  a 

very senior member of the world family strategically 

situated has to be extremely careful in dealing  with 

the other members of the world family. In fact          

and in reality, Sri Lanka has been   extremely  careful 

in dealing with the other members of the world family.  

In fact and in reality, Sri Lanka has been extremely 

careful in dealing with other nations on strategies 

based of non-confrontation, non-alignment on        

extremely friendly ways.  Sri Lanka has been         

extremely friendly with the giant neighbor India with 

whom she has close cultural, religious and social links 

runs back to thousands of years.  

 

 Though Sri Lanka is a small nation next to a 'Giant', 

the two countries    historically and  geographically 

situated close to each other, which cannot be changed 

and any cost, which is a reality both Nations have re-

alized. in dealing with the other members of the world 

family.  In fact and in reality, Sri Lanka has been ex-

tremely careful in dealing with other nations on strate-

gies based of non-confrontation, non-alignment on   

extremely friendly ways.  Sri Lanka has been ex-

tremely friendly with the giant neighbor India with 

whom she has close cultural, religious and social links 

runs back to thousands of years.  Though Sri Lanka is 

a small nation next to a 'Giant', the two countries    

historically and   geographically situated close to each 

other, which  cannot be changed and any cost, which 

is a reality both Nations have realized.  

 

Please visit our web site :   www.srilankaembassyuae.com  
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Oneness in Both Nations 
 

There is oneness in both Nations with bonds from   

cultural, religious and    economic affairs.  The sources 

of religions, culture and many other areas have    

originated from India.  India never wanted to  conquer 

Sri Lanka. This indicates how carefully Sri Lanka has 

conducted herself from time immemorial where Sri 

Lanka-Indian relationship runs back to thousands of 

years.  'Rama Ravana'  legend speaks of the friendship 

and prosperity of the two    nations and the bonds  

between the two friendly  neighbors.   

 

King Asoka of India sent His Own Son and 

Daughter to Sri Lanka as Emissaries 

 

Next most important historical happening is the step 

taken by King Asoka of India to send his own son and 

daughter to Sri Lanka as emissaries to propagate    

Buddhism.  King Asoka after having won the entire  

India was an unhappy man due to the destruction of 

properties and the loss of human lives.  He embraced 

Buddhism after having met young priest (Samanera)     

Negrodha, whilst who was peacefully walking on the 

road next to the Palace.  He summoned samanara           

Negrodha to his palace and invited him to sit on chair 

suitable the palace.  The young monk sat on the King‟s 

head chair.  Then the king started questioning the 

young priest on the theory and principles of           

Buddhism.  Having convinced on the great teachings 

of Lord Buddha, he embraced Buddhism and wanted 

his friend Devanampiyatissa of Sri Lanka too to share 

the fortune bestowed on him.  This incident shows the 

true friendship between the two leaders, which is an        

indication of the conduct of foreign relations and     

personal bonds between the two kings and the two 

countries.   

 

Exchanging Messages and Presents 

 

They have been exchanging messages and presents 

though not have met each other.  Similarly, Sri Lanka 

 

 

 

 

  

had maintained close friendships with many other   

countries in other parts of the world.  Sri Lanka had 

close relationships with Arabs who came towards 

South Asia as travelers and traders.  Sri Lanka has 

been a founder member of the Non-Aligned  Move-

ment and hosted it in 1976 where Madam  Sirimavo 

Bandaranaike gave leadership to the  Non-Alignment 

Movement and countries after the  formation of the 

movement, when the Cold War between the two ri-

vals was at the peak.  Even thereafter, successive 

governments have  maintained the Non-aligned pol-

icy to the best interest of the Nation.   

 

For a country to prosper in the family of nations, a   

correct and clear-cut foreign policy is necessary.  It  

reflects the image of the country and the policies on 

which the conduct of the country depends on.   

 

FOREIGN POLICY IN SRI LANKA 

 

Foreign Policy in Sri Lanka is clearly laid down in 

“Mahinda Chintana” the document through which His 

Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa has spelt out as        

follows: 

Ȱ) ×ÉÌÌ ÆÏÌÌÏ× Á ÎÏÎ-aligned, free and progress  

 sive    foreign policy. Priority will be given in the        

 political, defense, economic, trade and cultural 

 spheres to the cordial and friendly relationships 

 that we  already have with countries in the 

 Asian  region including India, Japan, China 

 and Pakistan. 

It is my belief that United Nations Organiza-

tion and International Financial Institutions 

should be more democratic in their approach.  

We will actively intervene in this regard. 

It is my intention to strongly implement inter-

national treaties, declarations on anti-

corruption.  This will enable us to act under 

international law against those found guilty of 

corruption when engaging in trade with foreign 

countries or  foreign institutions.  I will create  

Please visit our web site :   www.srilankaembassyuae.com  
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a foreign service which has a correct awareness of 

our history, economic needs and the cultural heri-

tage. 

A new International Research Institute will be 

established sponsored by the Ministry of Technol-

ogy to access and share global data on new      

innovations and new concepts and inventions. 

I believe that the world must come to an         

agreement to convert global warming and       pre-

vent weather and climatic changes.  I will give my    

support on world environmentalists to    imple-

ÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ +ÙÏÔÏ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄȢȱ 

The policy is clear and exhaustive which has been     

correctly and carefully implemented from the           

assumption of His Excellency as a trustee of the    Na-

tion, which has more fully described in the “Mahinda 

Chintana” as follows: 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÙÏÕÒÓȢ  But they 

should be protected not only for your benefit but 

also for the benefit of future generations.  A ruler 

is only a temporary trustee and not an owner of 

ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅȱȢ 

 

SRI LANKA-FRIENDLY FOREIGN POLICY 
 

Foreign policy of a country directly or indirectly     indi-

cates the behavior towards power blocks or policies.  It 

is  difficult in the complicated world affairs to be  non-

aligned or non-committal.  There are schools of 

thoughts that some countries are friendly towards    

certain blocks and world powers.  One might say a 

country is USA-friendly, USSR-friendly, China-friendly, 

India-friendly or friendly with any other country or 

power block.  'Mahinda Chintana' and His Excellency‟s 

vision and motto is for a Sri Lankan-friendly foreign   

policy for the benefit of Sri Lanka, while    maintaining 

independent non-committal impartial      attitudes to-

wards the rest of the world.  His Excellency Mahinda  

Rajapaksa has shown this in deed and by   conduct.   
 

Friendly with All the Countries and Power Blocks 

He has been extremely friendly with all the countries 

and power blocks, and at the same time as spelt out in 

the „Mahinda Chintana‟.  He has been closer to India, 

Pakistan, Japan and Asian and Afro-Asian Middle       

Eastern countries simultaneously, whilst maintaining a 

close rapport with the West where he maintained 

close and   warm   contacts.   He  realized   the   valu-

able   contributions made by the West, especially the 

British on language, education, law, development, 

industries and other areas towards the prosperity of 

Sri Lanka.  He has also realized the need to maintain 

closer and friendly relationships with the West.   

Modern Human Right Jurisprudence 

Modern Human Right jurisprudence is connected to 

right envisaged after the formation of the United     

Nations as a result of the aftermath of the Second 

World War.  It was established in place of League of 

Nations in which USA has not got the membership for.  

Currently it is controlled by five world powers in 1945, 

which are no longer world powers or powerful power 

blocks.  World is changing economically, socially and 

politically, where new world powers are emerging in 

India, China, Brazil and Japan. The chemistry of     

economy in the world has tilted and changing fast. 

Therefore, to be Sri Lanka-friendly a leader has to be 

friendly with new emerging blocks too, whilst         

maintaining friendships with traditional old friends.  In 

this scenario, His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa      

conducts himself and the foreign policy beautifully to 

attract the new emerging powers in the interest of Sri 

Lanka and for the benefit of Sri Lanka by which the 

country has benefitted to the maximum. President    

Rajapaksa is a person who loves his people, land of 

birth, environment, wildlife, committed, dedicated and 

sacrificed his life for the country. Therefore, he is    

mooting a Sri Lanka-friendly foreign policy in line with 

other countries, which maintains   policies for the   

betterment of their people.  In this   context, it is very 

interesting to note the foreign policy agenda of the US 

Department of State.  Their policy is to create a more 

secure, diplomatic and prosperous future for American 

people and the International b   community. Asked if 

the WikiLeaks of 2010 would   damage American     

relations with other countries, Secretary of Defense 

Robert Gates noted that "government deals with the 

United States because it's in their interest, not       

because they like us, not because they trust us, and 

not because they believe we can keep secrets."   

  Web : www.srilankaembassyuae.com 
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People Trusted Him 

President Rajapaksa is clear in his policy which paved 

the  way  for  the  decisive  victory  over the LTTE 

and LTTE terrorism, which the world thought was          

unwinnable.  Terrorist regime engulfed this beautiful 

nation over three decades with the destruction of    

public property worth billions and the death of       

hundreds and thousands of innocent civilians includ-

ing world leaders.  Rajiv Gandhi the former Prime 

Minister of India,  Ranasinghe Premadasa, a former 

President of Sri Lanka and Mr. Lakshman Kadiraga-

mar, a  celebrated and  respected Tamil Foreign Min-

ister were among   victims.   

 

President Rajapaksa stood straight and was             

non-negotiable in core issues.  Undivided nation,     

honorable peace, equality before law, unitary state 

and non-aligned foreign policy is non-negotiable to 

him.  People trusted him to the extent that he was 

appointed as a trustee of the nation with an         

overwhelming   majority.  He was trusted irrespective 

of power blocks and the divisions in the world eco-

nomically and   politically.  It is this policy and       

behavior that helped him for the victory over the 

most ruthless and feared  terrorist output in the 

world.  He was fearless and unshaken before the 

powerful NGOs and some  countries pressurized him 

to stop the m   humanitarian  operation at the last 

lap of the victory. On the other hand, he strength-

ened ties and friendship with Asia, Africa, Middle East 

and the immediate neighbors'.  

 

The extract of the interview by “Times of India”    

reflects his vision and thinking and strategy on     

matters relating to public policy and international 

relations.   

“TOURISM IS BOOMING IN SRI LANKA” - ARE 

WE READY TO MEET THE FUTURE    DEMAND? 

Sarath. Wijesinghe L.L.M (London) Solicitor -  

Ambassador of Sri Lanka to United Arab Emirates  

Currently we live on the sweat of the expatriate   

labour force mostly in the Middle East which is the 

main income of the nation in place of traditional  

exports such as tea rubber coconut and apparels. 

Middle East thrives on oil which the nature has 

gifted them. We are gifted with one of the most 

beautiful beaches rivers wild life climatic conditions 

and natural resources in addition to friendly       

educated and smiling nation coupled with great   

cultures and religions. Are we ready to embrace the 

boom after the end of the cruel war of thirty years 

which Sri Lanka successfully won by eradicating the 

most ruthless outfit terrorist organization on the 

earth in a short span of four years?  To be the    

wonder of Asia in few years we have to change our 

selves and the strategies drastically and on the right 

direction. We must now admit that no longer our 

nation can depend on traditional incomes such as 

plantations apparels and exports. We are blessed to 

be in the most beautiful country on the planet and I 

am sure no other member of the world family would 

register claims to be so. We have to think fresh and 

explore new ventures to be the “Wonder”. The best 

and readily available vehicle for us to achieve this 

target is tourist trade which we are conversant with. 

Tourism is thriving in most parts of the world due to 

hard work and a proper vision in the absence of 

natural resources or ideal climatic conditions the Sri  

 

    visit our web site :  

 www.srilankaembassyuae.com    

 E mail :- lankemb@emirates.net.ae 

  Telephone :- 02-631644 
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Lankans are blessed with.  Singapore has been a    

barren land but a fine business hub today. Due to 

hard work and a proper vision it has become a leader 

and an example for tourist trade.  Thailand and     

Malaysia are countries with natural resources where 

maximum use of their natural wealth is made use of.  

Maldives is a tiny group of islands lived on fishing and 

dried fish thriving on tourism today.  United Arab 

Emirates has been a desert 45 years ago but currently 

one of the richest countries and one of the best tourist 

destinations. Abu Dhabi is the richest town in the 

world and UAE the fifth richest. Dubai is the “Business 

Hub” of the Middle East and the platform to Africa and 

surrounding countries as one of the busiest airports in 

the world. UAE became the “Wonder of Middle East” 

not necessarily with the enormous wealth bestowed 

on by oil alone. They have a vision and the resources 

are well invested. The country of 20% locals have got 

80% expatiates to manage the country which is well 

managed using ultra modern technology being though 

a traditional Muslim country. The best part is that 

tourism too is thriving in the UAE despite the adverse 

climatic conditions which they have won over. Water 

is purified from sea and the road net work is excellent. 

We have to learn a lot from these success stories for 

us to earn our living from tourist trade and to achieve 

the target set up in „Mahinda Chintana‟ the policy 

document of Mahinda Rajapaksa Government which 

pledges to introduce an accelerated development    

programmed for the tourist industry, a programmed to 

be launched to fulfill the infrastructure and other    

requirements in order to attract 2.5 million tourists 

annually by the year 2016.  This is a very encouraging 

and challenging target not at all impossible to meet 

provided the “Nation” is geared towards the goal as 

one.  We have to work harder to achieve this target 

with a proper plan of action using modern knowledge 

and experiences on technology while keeping pace 

with the modern developments. It is very               

encouraging to note that New York Times has rated 

Sri Lanka as first out of 31 popular destinations for 

tourists.  Tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka in 2007 have 

been 494008 and in 2008 it has dropped down to 

438475 with a decline of 55533. In the year 2004, 

566000 tourists have visited the country and in 2010 

the expected number is 575000.  These are very 

rough figures which will give an idea for us to plan for 

the future. Currently we have only 15,000 hotel rooms 

and we need at least 50,000 in the near future to  

cater the demand. We are informed hotel rooms in the 

periphery if fill to capacity. Tourism is booming and 

even currently the hotel rooms are full. It is clear that 

we have to launch a vigorous and accelerated        

programme.   
 

Having realized this President Rajapaksa has proposed 

a financial scheme for medium scale entrepreneurs to 

obtain loans up to 100 million in relation to the tourist 

industry and invite prestigious hoteliers to  open two  

seven star hotels.  Support also will be extended to 

the private sector to develop 50,000 hotel rooms    

under the guidance of BOI.  Necessary facilities will be 

provided to local suppliers to manufacture equipment 

needed for the hotel trade.  Assistance and opportuni-

ties will be provided to residents of popular tourist 

destinations to start small comfortable houses for 

tourists at reasonable rates. 

This seems to be a practical solution without       

launching mega projects which needs large sums of 

money and not cater urgent needs.  At the same time 

the State will be extremely careful of the adverse side 

effects that follow tourism on culture, religion,        

upbringing children and families. There should be a 

separate legal machinery ( as in many other countries 

where tourism is thriving)  to monitor tourist guides, 

tour operators, hotels, and others engaged in the   

industry as there should be a balancing effect. In    

Brazil child prostitution and drug addicts are rampant 

as a result of tourist trade. Thailand too is infested 

with drugs and prostitution though thriving on       

tourism. These are areas we should be careful about. 

The Ministries of Culture Social Services should act in 

hand with the Ministry of Tourism to strike the balance 

of tourism and the development of the society. 

Local entrepreneurs of main tourist areas will be     

encouraged to construct Ayurvedic centers which 

could accommodate around 200 patients.  Currently 

alternative medicine is popular worldwide.  Ayurvedha, 

Siddha and Unani are systems of medicine established 

in Sri Lanka which is practiced for generations        

successfully.  It has become extremely popular among 

tourists being a treatment with nature and no side 

effects.  The Government has pledged to support “Eco 

Friendly” tourism and agriculture based tourism and 

will use of government and private owned farms for 

this purpose. “Farm Tourism” is extremely popular in  
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other parts of the world where tourists enjoy the life of 

a farm and live and enjoy farm life. Yala, Walawa,   

Kumana, Bandula, Wasgamuwa, Wilpattue, Minnariya 

and Hortain Plans are few national parks with wild life 

elephants and thick jungle with  water full of streams 

run through ending with beautiful water falls. 

“Religious Tourism” is also encouraged by developing 

Buddhist places of worship in order to increase tourists 

from countries such as Thailand and Buddhist      

countries. There are plans to establish a tourist centre 

with special cultural importance to Asia. Why do tourists 

love Sri Lanka?  They like Sri Lanka for the beauty, water 

falls, climatic conditions, nice and cheap hotels, friendly 

staff, warmth and the friendly nature of the people, 

sandy beaches, beautiful blue sea, Kandy and Kandy 

Perehera, Nuwera Eliya where the climate is as cold as 

Wales, villages, elephants, wild life, Temple of Tooth, 

Ayurveda and alternate medicins, mountains, natural 

beauty, precious stones, Sinharaja forest, ancient      

archaeological sites such as Anuradhapura, Sigiriya,   

National Parks such as Yala, Kumana, Elephant          

Orphanage in Pinnawala are only very few amongst    

hundreds of 

places for 

tourists. There 

is nowhere in 

the world 

such a selec-

tion for tour-

ists are avail-

able in a small 

island.   

The sad story is that we have hardly explored this     

priceless wealth as in the   Middle Eastern countries 

blessed with “OIL which they have very wisely invested 

on development including tourism. There are 250,000 Sri 

Lankans in UAE all of whom are employed serving the 

development of UAE and Sri Lanka simultaneously by 

developing the host country and remitting the earnings 

to motherland uplifting the economy as the main front 

liner contributor to the national economy. Sri Lankan 

Ambassador in UAE has pleaded from the Sri Lankans to 

promote at least one tourist per year was taken very  

seriously considered. This exercise will promote tourism 

as well as the two national carriers namely Sri Lankan    

Airlines and   Mihin Lanka. There is the potential for   

employment for Sri Lankans in the Middle East for the 

next 30 years and these promotions will have a favorable 

ripple effect as the employers travelling to Sri Lanka  will   

become potential investors and new ventures and      

employment opportunities will be generated.  

Unlike European backpackers Arabs are genuine and rich 

tourists who should be provided with luxury rooms with 

attach pools, helicopter travel from Colombo to destina-

tions and Arab food in hotels. These are investments 

well worth and the Sri Lanka embassy in UAE 

( lankemb@emirates.net.ae) is ever prepared to help the 

prospective tourists and the investors in tourist trade in 

Sri Lanka. 

It seems that the tourism in Sri Lanka is leading towards 

the right direction by setting up Sri Lanka Tourism, Sri 

Lanka Tourism Development Authority, Sri Lanka     

Tourism Promotion Bureau, Sri Lanka Institute of Hotel 

Management and Sri Lanka Convention Bureau with new 

life and vigor headed by young and educated profession-

als.  Tourism Development Authority has the main    

responsibility in promoting and implementing the       

concepts laid down in „Mahinda Chintana‟.  They have to 

look for innovative methods of achieving the targets.   

They must try to upgrade the existing hotels, convert 

good houses to motels, give incentives for training,    

improve railway to make it more attractive by reintro-

ducing first class and  
 

observation compartments as the quickest mode of    

conveyance which the tourists will like will be the train 

where the tourists will love traveling through Kandy to 

Nuwera Eliya and to Down South with wonderful views 

around. 
 

Steps will have to be taken to modernize the airport to 

be clean, modern and friendly.  Immigration and      

customs officers must be friendlier.  Airport staff be 

trained properly, notices and signals at the airport 

should be exhibited very carefully because the first    

impression of a tourist matters a lot as a result of     

adverse publicity by a section of the international media. 

First impression carries a long way and we listen to   

adverse comments by tourist and would be tourist with 

utmost sadness. Reality is that we have yet to achieve 

the required standards for which no funds are          

necessary. Certainly no funds are required to be clean, 

pleasant friendly and smiling. We won the war which the 

world predicted would loose due to determination of the 

nation and leadership of the leader and the lieutenants 

who was around him at the decisive hour of the nation. 

What is needed here too is determination and           

centralized action with a decisive aim. 
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Revolution in Sri Lanka on Tea and Tourism 

 

Sarath Wijesinghe L.L.M (London) Solicitor 

Attorney-at-Law 
 

Most consumed liquid next to water 
 

Tea is the most 

consumed liquid 
of the mankind 

next to water.  
It is a very 

healthy innocent 

and a natural 
drink which is   

consumed world 
wide as a social 

drink which 
bonds families 

countries and 

the world, en-
tertains societies and has become a main income 

earner of many countries including Sri Lanka (once 
Ceylon) which has now lost her position as the 

main tea exporter. Tea leaves contains more than 

700 chemicals,    vitamins, caffeine and items 
which immunes functions of the human body.  It 

prevents dental caries due to presence of fluorine.  
It normalizes blood pressure, prevents coronary 

heart diseases and diabetes by reducing blood   
glucose   activity.  It is an easily consumed   natu-

ral herbal drink which is compatible with    nature.  

It is often used in all segments of social events 
which is a necessity in day to day life and     asso-

ciation of modern mankind. It spreads worldwide 
with no borders and territories by the sheer attrac-

tion of the taste which is harmless to the body   

including children in a society where multinational 
companies resort to vigorous propaganda to propa-

gate toxic drinks harmful to the body.   
 

Beautiful Island 
 

Sri Lanka a beautiful island of agriculture has 

turned into a country of mixed economy, commer-
cial plantations such as tea, rubber and coconut 

out of which tea is still a main crop which brings 
income and glory to Sri Lanka in the field of      

commerce and trade.  Sri Lanka produces 8% of 

the global production having reached the position 
of the second exporter to the world.  Out of 300-

315 million of kilos produced in Sri Lanka 259 is  
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Sri Lanka Tourist Promotion Bureau and the Institute too will 

have to draw up a modern programme with the Convention 

Bureau in compatible with world standards.  There is a     

demand for hotel staff all over the world including Middle 

East where the Institute of Hotel Management must be in a 

position to provide staff worldwide which will have a ripple 

effect on the tourist industry in the country. There is lot of 

potential for employees in hotel trade in the Middle East. 

Leading hotel chains must be invited to set up hotels mostly 

in Kandy and Nuwera Eliya where the Arab world loves the 

climatic conditions.   

We no longer should depend on the traditional western   

tourists.  Our catchment areas on tourism should be Middle 

East, Chinese, USSR, Balkan and the Asian Regions.  It is 

easier for us to cater to them as now Western tourists have 

become liabilities to us. Most of them do not bring funds and 

parasites to us by living on our goodwill and polluting the 

culture and breeding of the younger generation.  The Middle 

Eastern tourists will prefer Sri Lanka due to the distance, 

compatibility, beauty and the friendly nature of the people.  

Currently the influx of tourists from the Middle East is     

growing day by day and it is time for us to meet the target 

by setting  

up new hotels, Arab food outlets and set up quick helicopter     

towards from Colombo to the respective destinations.  As for 

the tourists from the Middle East money is not a issue.  They 

want comforts, rooms with mini swimming pools and things 

to do   during the holiday.  Dubai though a traditional Muslim 

country night life is as lively as London. 

Sri Lanka is as safe as any other Middle Eastern country and    

definitely safer than London for a tourist. Travelling in     

London in the night on foot is dangerous especially for a non 

white which is not the case in Colombo today. Security is 

absolutely safe and there is politically stability for the next 

500 years as any remnants of any possibility of terrorism is 

completely eradicated. 

It  is good news that Sri Lankan Missions worldwide today 

has broken the shell of traditionalism and become a part of 

the development of the Nation  by  actively engaged in    

tourism, business promotion, employment promotion       

investment  promotion and generally become an active   

member of the exercise of achieving the target of reaching 

wonder of Asia earlier that anticipated. It is heartening  to 

note that e Sri Lankan embassies and the expatriates  work 

together at this juncture with the Government Institutions in 

Sri Lanka to make Sri Lanka the Wonder of Asia by creating a 

conducive atmosphere for the tourists to enjoy their holiday 

freely and peacefully and investors to invest and engage in 

business with Sri Lanka. 
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exported consuming only fraction of the production which is not the case of India and China where 90% of the 

production is consumed locally by the Indian population.  Kenya is the first among the Tea exporters and it is 
doubtful whether Sri Lanka can regain the position   due to practical constraints such as limited land and the old 

age of the tea plants.  Tea plantation is cumbersome, expensive and time consuming. 
 

Main Income ? 

Currently the main income including tea, rubber and coconut are replaced by the income from the sweat of the 

expatriates employed worldwide as the main income of the Nation.  Income from the expatriates fluctuates and 
unsteady though the investment on this area is only on education and training.  The investment in plantations is 

substantial and long term.  Our traditional economy and plantation was disturbed by the introduction of tea 

somewhere in 1824 where a tea plant was brought to 
Sri Lanka by the British from China.  Tea industry    

commenced by starting a tea estate in Kandy on 1867 in 
extent 19 acres of land and the first shipment of 23 

pounds arrived in London sub- sequently.   Today Sri 
Lanka exports around 318/470 million kilos of tea world-

wide to various destinations through the network of 

distribution points including United Arab Emirates 
which is one of the richest na- tions in the world and a 

main consumer of tea.  Cur- rently UAE is used as a 
platform and storage for the distribution and publicity 

in the orbit of the Middle East  which extends to African 

sub continental Dubai in UAE is one of the busiest harbors 
and a tiger economy which is active and modern as any 

other world class economy which has developed very 
close and friendly ties with Sri Lanka politically and economically.  UAE had close ties with Sri Lanka since 250 BC 

and trade where economic business movement was effective via the famous silk route.  Today the Silk Route is 
activated towards Sri Lanka by the “Hambantota Harbour” to which first ship will arrive in November opening the 

door to cater 36,000 ships sailing through the silk route close to South Sri Lanka which might activate and     

catalyze the Sri Lanka trade including tea, tourism and development. 

 

UAE/DUBAI the Hub and Bee Hive of Trade and Business 
 

It is on this background that steps are being taken to use Dubai in UAE as the base and the hub of tea trade of 

Sri Lanka which is fast growing to reaching and nearing the zenith. Sri Lanka as a whole is geared to be the 

Wonder of Asia in few years as targeted by Mahinda Rajapaksa Government via   Mahinda Chintana concept 
which is the policy document of the Government as the vehicle during this process and undoubtedly Tea and 

Tourism will play a major role in this development revolution. In the past  Sri Lanka have  been organizing trade 
fairs, exhibitions, promotional workshops to promote tea and other exportable items.  In 1971 the largest       

international consumer Exhibition was held in Libya on the 38th Session in Tripoli International Fair in the land 
area more than 19,000 square meters ceremonially opened by the Minister of Foreign Trade of Morocco where 

1,000 local and international exhibitors participated including Sri Lanka covering 39 countries.  This indicates the 

vigorous campaign then to promote tea and also the enormous potential for the expansion.  Currently we do not 
require such mega programmes as we are already known respected and established in tea industry as a senior 

and a reputed member of the tea club.   Tea is a human friendly soft and healthy drink which is affordable and 
consumer friendly with an enormous potential to expand further.  Therefore there is hardly a competition among 

the tea growing countries.  What matters and required is a joint effort of the production of tea countries and 

unified campaign on the health and consumer friendly grounds as against the toxic drinks which are famous 
among the youngsters which are unhealthy and consumed along with junk food for which multinational         

companies spend trillions on advertisements to attract children and the other segments of the society.  It is time 
that the tea growing countries must unite to provide more people friendly and healthy tea and to promote it 

jointly as against toxic drinks which are harmful to the human beings especially to children. 
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Historical Mistakes to be noted 
 

There is a sad historical aspect behind the tea cultivation in Sri Lanka which the present generation should be 
aware of.  The parties who introduced tea and the other commercial crops forcibly purchased acquired lands 

belong to the peasant under tragic circumstances with the intention of promoting international trade on        

commercial purposes.  Deforestation and soil erosion which are bi products of unplanned and sudden          
commercial crops is still a main threat to the country. It is time we protect our country and the region from     

environmental pollution and man made disasters, as the environment in which we live should be protected by 
for our survival.  It is time that we be conscious of these facts and try to obtain the maximum production out of 

the existing infrastructure and the lands using modern techniques for which we are fully equipped and       
knowledgeable.  Sri Lanka is proud of Sri Lanka tea and jealously guards the identity.  There are number of 

schools of thoughts whether our identity on tea should be maintained or the output/outlook and the constitution  

be changed by mixing according to the needs of the world consumer as what matters in trade and consumerism 
is what consumer needs.  Those are matters which have to be seriously considered by the Sri Lankan          

Government and the tea machinery.  Fortunately Sri Lanka is fortunate to be gifted with  a group of Politicians 
and government servants who are qualified and well equipped on tea and tea plantation and trade for this     

purpose.  The present Minister in charge of tea is one who is dynamic, educated and equipped with practical 

experience and knowledge on tea plantation trade.  The Chairman Tea Board is a leading business magnate in 
Sri Lanka and immensely conversant in tea trade and the Tea Board which is the governing body of tea is well 

equipped with experienced and knowledgeable officers.  Therefore this tea era is the best era for tea and the 
group is well equipped to take part in the voyage towards the aim of Sri Lanka becoming the Wonder of Asia. 

 

Tourism and Tea 

 

It is time for Sri Lanka to link tourism to tea as both segments need publicity.  The tourism in Sri Lanka is   

booming after the aftermath of terrible war of 30 years which has successfully concluded by the commitment, 
determination, dedication and strategy of the President and the group around him.  There are no remnants or 

an iota of terrorism in Sri Lanka for the last one year and there is a guarantee that the country will be stable for 
the next few decades.   Government in power today is the most powerful and steady Government in the entire 

Asia which is people friendly with popularity in the zenith.  The surroundings of tea estates are beautiful with 

nice sceneries, pleasant climate amidst water falls and beautiful network of roads in a climate closer to Wales in 
England which are attractions for tourists.  Therefore we urge the dynamic Ministers of Trade and Plantations 

and Tourism to discuss a common strategy to be implemented via the outlets of respective Ministries worldwide 
with the assistance of the Foreign Missions.  It is also noteworthy to mention that His Excellency has directed 

that the Foreign Missions have to be geared to the modern developments and the need to the country especially 
on tourism, trade promotion, employment generation and of course tea promotion.  New era has emerged after 

a long suffering and the people are entitled to be on the top of the family of nations and with the commitment 

and hard work of the State and the expatriates it is not   difficult for us to be the wonder of Asia.  After all we 
have performed miracles by eliminating terrorists and terrorism from Sri Lanka for ever by disproving the myth 

that we were fighting an unwinnable war against the concept that terrorism could not be crushed militarily.  
Now it is the time for development, development and develops until we reach our target of the wonder of Asia.   
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FLY …. 

Sri Lankan Air Lines to reach the Paradise 
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We fondly appreciate the assistance and untiring effort of those who helped the editorial 

board, the most specifically, Mrs. Deepthi Herath, Miss. Ashoka Indumathie, who were  

active participants in the group. 

Editorial Board  
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