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Our

OUR THEME THIS MONTH IS FOREIGN POLICY & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Foreign Policy

Foreign Policy of a
country is the strate-
gies and policies
chosen by the State in
order to protect,
enhance and safeguard
its national interest and
achieve the goal on
social, political and
economical issues. It
is the duty of the Head
of the State to create
and implement the
foreign policy, which
he may designate to a
Foreign Minister or the
legislature.

The foreign policy
varies from leader to
leader depending on
how he designs, imple-
ments and gives lead-
ership to the policy
created with his team.
Foreign Policy of a
country is crucial and
important, as all the
other areas and fronts

on economy, de-
fense, agriculture and
development are

directly connected to
the foreign policy,
and as to how the
leader conducts these
issues with the rest of
the world. It is for this
reason that the power
is vested on the
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S
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ndness,

Compassion

foreign policy issues with
the Head of the State,
who may  carefully
delegate it to another
person or the legislature.
The leader has his own
strategy and the style of
conducting the foreign
policy of a state.

The Head of State and
His Image.

In the USA, USSR or any
other emerging world
power, the Head of the
State and his image is
the reflection of how the
country behaves with
the rest of the world.
The foreign policy is
codified and  imple-
mented via the head of
the state whose conduct
is carefully monitored
and scrutinized by the
world, in order to re-
spond to and reciprocate
based on the conduct
and the behavior. In
these circumstances, Sr
Lanka though small but
a very senior member of
the world family strategi-
cally situated has to be
extremely careful in
dealing with the other
members of the world
family. In fact and in
reality, Sri Lanka has
been extremely careful
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in dealing with the other members of the world family.
In fact and in reality, Sri Lanka has been extremely
careful in dealing with other nations on strategies
based of non-confrontation, non-alignment on
extremely friendly ways. Sri Lanka has been extremely
friendly with the giant neighbor India with whom she
has close cultural, religious and social links runs back to
thousands of years. Though Sri Lanka is a small nation
next to a 'Giant', the two countries historically and
geographically situated close to each other, which
cannot be changed and any cost, which is a reality both
Nations have realized.

Oneness in Both Nations

There is oneness in both Nations with bonds from cul-
tural, religious and economic affairs. The sources of
religions, culture and many other areas have originated
from India. India never wanted to conquer Sri Lanka.

This indicates how carefully Sri Lanka has conducted
herself from time immemorial where Sri Lanka-Indian
relationship runs back to thousands of years. 'Rama
Ravana' legend speaks of the friendship and prosperity
of the two nations and the bonds between the two

friendly neighbours.

King Asoka of India sent His Own Son and
Daughter to Sri Lanka as Emissaries

Next most important historical happening is the step

taken by King Asoka of India to send his own son and
daughter to Sri Lanka as emissaries to propagate Bud-
dhism. King Asoka after having won the entire India

was an unhappy man due to the destruction of proper-

ties and the loss of human lives. He embraced Bud-
dhism after having met young priest (Samanera) Ne-

grodha, whilst who was peacefully walking on the road

next to the Palace. He summoned samanara Negrodha
to his palace and invited him to sit on a chair suitable

the pal ace. The young
chair. Then the king started questioning the young

priest on the theory and principles of Buddhism. Hav-
ing convinced on the great teachings of Lord Buddha,
he embraced Buddhism and wanted his friend Deva-
nampiyatissa of Sri Lanka too to share the fortune be-
stowed on him. This incident shows the true friendship
between the two leaders, which is an indication of the

conduct of foreign relations and personal bonds be-
tween the two kings and the two countries.

mo n k

Exchanging Messages and Presents

They have been exchanging messages and presents
though not have met each other. Similarly, Sri Lanka
had maintained close friendships with many other
countries in other parts of the world. Sri Lanka had
close relationships with Arabs who came towards
South Asia as travelers and traders. Sri Lanka has
been a founder member of the Non-Aligned
Movement and hosted it in 1976 where Madam
Sirimavo Bandaranaike gave leadership to the
Non-Alignment Movement and countries after the
formation of the movement, when the Cold War
between the two rivals was at the peak. Even
thereafter, successive governments have
maintained the Non-aligned policy to the best interest
of the Nation.

For a country to prosper in the family of nations, a
correct and clear-cut foreign policy is necessary. It
reflects the image of the country and the policies on
which the conduct of the country depends on.

FOREIGN POLICY IN SRI LANKA

Foreign Policy in Sri Lanka is clearly laid down in
iMahinda Chintanad the docu
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa has spelt out as
follows:

O) xEII
foreign policy.

Aligned, free andl progredsive

Priority will be given in the political, defence,
economic, trade and cultural spheres to the cor:
dial and friendly relationships that we already
have with countries in the Asian region includ-
ing India, Japan, China and Pakistan.

It is my belief that United Nations Organization
and International Financial Institutions should
be more democratic in their approach. We will

S Bdiivel iftervin f thifibgad.0s head

It is my intention to strongly implement inter-
national treaties, declarations on ant
corruption. This will enable us to act under in-
ternational law against those found guilty of
corruption when engaging in trade with foreign
countries or foreign institutions. | will create a
foreign service which has a correct awareness of
our history, economic needs and the cultural
heritage. 2


http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/bilder/emblem.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lanka.html&usg=__1fxkWy5uuCODK3d9NeRQja5OEQ4=&h=245&w=173&sz=30&hl=en&start=36&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y9SOsDm4saVkeM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=78&pre

Volume 02 Issue :- 01
January 2011

LA M2

Issued by the Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka Villa No. 03. Sector E4, Madinat Zayed, Abu Dhabi

A new International Research Institute will be contributions made by the West, especially the British
established sponsored by the Ministry of Technol- on language, education, law, development, industries
ogy to access and share global data on new and other areas towards the prosperity of Sri Lanka.

innovations and new concepts and inventions.

| believe that the world must come to an
agreement to convert global warming and prevent

weather and climatic changes.

OEA +UT O1 $AAI AOAOGETI

The policy is clear and exhaustive which has been
correctly and carefully implemented from the
assumption of His Excellency as a trustee of the Nation,
whi ch has mor e fully

Chintanao as foll ows:

He has also realized the need to maintain closer and
friendly relationships with the West.

Modern Human Right Jurisprudence

i : I W!” 9Ve€ MY Modern Human Right jurisprudence is connected to
support on world environmentalists to implement

right_envisaged_ after the formation of the United

E 'Nati(%g Esoa rQsﬁ\ith/f\ fRéA‘ gftgrmath of the Second

World War. It was established in place of League of
Nations in which USA has not got the membership for.
Currently it is controlled by five world powers in 1945,
which are no longer world powers or powerful power

d e s gplodkd 8fbrid i5 Bhanging Econofhithityh dodlaflyand

politically, where new world powers are emerging in
India, China, Brazil and Japan., The chemistry of

O4EEO AAOOE Al A EEuGhepA C'éc@rﬁrQ)EilIl ihe ﬁoﬁd Héé t@t&ioaﬁd changing fast.

should be protected not only for your benefit but
also for the benefit of future generations. A ruler
is only a temporary trustee and not an owner of

Therefore, to be Sri Lanka-friendly a leader has to be
friendly with new emerging blocks too, whilst
maintaining friendships with traditional old friends. In

Ui 60 AEEI AOAT 80 EAOEOAC ﬁw% SScenario, His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksal

SRI LANKA -FRIENDLY FOREIGN POLICY

Foreign policy of a country directly or indirectly indicates
the behavior towards power blocks or policies. It is
difficult in the complicated world affairs to be
non-aligned or non-committal. There are schools of
thoughts that some countries are friendly towards
certain blocks and world powers. One might say a
country is USAfriendly, USSRfriendly, China-friendly,
India-friendly or friendly with any other country or
power bl ock. '"Mahinda
vision and motto is for a Sri Lankan-friendly foreign
policy for the benefit of Sri Lanka, while maintaining
independent non-committal impartial attitudes towards
the rest of the world. His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa has shown this in deed and by conduct.

Friendly with All the Countries and Power Blocks

He has been extremely friendly with all the countries

and power blocks, and at the same time as spelt out in
he 6Mahinda Chintanabd.

Pakistan, Japan and Asian and AfreAsian Middle

Eastern countries simultaneously, whilst maintaining a
lose rapport with the West where he maintained close
nd warm contacts.

He realized the valuable

Chi EOBth{,‘ it”‘ié ver)?iﬁtéiestih'gi tosnotéztﬁecfo?ebrk p%ln:f y 0s

conducts himself and the foreign policy beautifully to
attract the new emerging powers in the interest of Sri
Lanka and for the benefit of Sri Lanka by which the
country has benefitted to the maximum.

President Rajapaksa is a person who loves his people,
land of birth, environment, wildlife, committed,
dedicated and sacrificed his life for the country.
Therefore, he is mooting a Sri Lanka-friendly foreign
policy in line with other countries, which maintains
policies for the betterment of their people. In this

agenda of the US Department of State. Their policy is
to create a more secure, diplomatic and prosperous
future for American people and the International
community. Asked if the WikiLeaks of 2010 would
damage American relations with other countries,
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates noted that
"government deals with the United States because it's
in their interest, not because they like us, not because

they trust us, and not because they believe we can |
HEeeprE@cﬁ'ets."been closer to Indi

People Trusted Him

President Rajapaksa is clear in his policy which paved
the way for the decisive victory overthe LTTE and
3
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LTTE terrorism, which the world thought was ruthless terrorist. But now, suddenly, when | defeated

unwinnable. Terrorist regime engulfed this beautiful him, they are talking differently. 1 wonder if they

nation over three decades with the destruction of public would say the same if Bin Laden were to be defeated.
property worth billions and the death of hundreds and They can advise us, but t h
thousands of innocent civilians including world leaders. can force us to do this or that.

Rajiv Gandhi the former Prime Minister of India, _ _ o _
Ranasinghe Premadasa, a former President of Sri Lanka ~ Q° The |_nternat|ona| community, including EU,
and Mr. Lakshman Kadiragamar, a celebrated and ©ven India, frequently asks you to speed up the

respected Tamil Foreign Minister were among victims. process of finding a political solution. Where do
you stand on that?

President Rajapaksa stood straight and was
non-negotiable in core issues. Undivided nation, A: We will take our own time and the solution, you

honorable peace, equality before law, unitary stateand ¢canot ask for an instant | s.
non-aligned foreign policy is non-negotiable to him. Constitutions are not for one or two days. It is not a
People trusted him to the extent that he was appointed magazine which is published weekly or monthly.

as a trustee of the nation with an overwhelming We cand6t change the Constit
majority. He was trusted irrespective of power blocks have to take our own time. We will certainly change

and the divisions in the world economically and  all this. My commitment remains.
politically. It is this policy and behavior that helped him
for the victory over the most ruthless and feared
terrorist output in the world. He was fearless and
unshaken before the powerful NGOs and some
countries pressurized him to stop the humanitarian
operation at the last lap of the victory. On the other
hand, he strengthened ties and friendship with Asia,
Africa, Middle East and the immediate neighbours. The

Q: The European Union has threatened to sus-
pend GSP Plus tariff concessions for Sri Lanka.

A: | am not bothered. These concessions were of-
fered soon after the tsunami. Now the tsunami
(rehabilitation) is over, it helped us at that time. Now
we must find new markets. Our people must know
this;, when | called the elections, they (EU) immedi-

extract of the interview by _ i ||81es of . P'Hao r.ef%ects
. . ) ately called for suspension of tariff concessions. It was
vision and thinking and strategy on matters relating to . . .

: i ) i ) a politically motivated dlec
public policy and international relations. . . .

to give it (concessions), I

President Mahinda Rajapaksa spoke of several it. We have gone and explained what we have done.
key issues of national and international Now we have appointed it (an inquiry commission),
importance in an interview with Indian not because someone wanted me to, but because |
journalist K Venkataramanan, at Temple Trees. am committed to that.

Excerpts of the interview are as follows: L
Q: The commission is about the lessons learnt

: Your popularity in the country is at its height. and what should be done for national recon-

ut arenodét you worried ab odliationtYeumust haye/Quhoavi view gthis.

mage of the country and your own personal Are the lessons learnt from this conflict and

mage abroad? what are your suggestions for national recon-
ciliation?

: Why should | worry about others? If India and

eighbours are good with me, that is enough for me. A: The people must trust each other. We have to
build that trust. In Colombo, about 30 years ago, Sin-
halese were the majority. Today, they are a minority,
about 27 percent. There are more Tamils and Muslims
now. But I donodt see thils
mixed population. Earlier, there was and they had no
They should wunderstand probleEn like ehis.nQnly pofitisianssmake uhede iissuds.

arlier t he sai d P r a b hfarkheirowmends.w a s the worl doés mo
4

. The UN has made adverse remarks about the
uman Rights situation and many have called
or an international investigation into war crimes
n the last phase of the war.
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Q: There are fears of complete Sinhalization of A: It will be very strong. We had certain issues in the
the North and East. Will the Sinhala people be past, but now it is very good, we understand them,
settled in those areas in large numbers? they understand us. This is the best time we have had

at all levels. Even the people-to-people contacts, busi-
A: They were there, you know. They were chased by ness, politicians.
Prabhakaran, so, if anybody wants to go there, yes,

they can. What if somebody were to say that in Times of India

Colombo, the Tamils have come in large number? NON-ALIGNMENT
Q: How do you see your relations with China? Non-alignment does not mean being quiet and
sidelined. Non-alignment movement has been

A: We are a non-aligned country. Our neighbours are  gyremely active and effective since 1976 with the

Indians. | always say, Indians are our relations. From leadership of Sri Lanka where the Summit was hosted
the time of Emperor Asoka, we have had that culture. and held.

The whole culture, irrigation, architecture has been built

up over the last 2,500 vyearrge Group hascbgen ggtivepin wolg affairs sand
that doesndt mean we wonotcongngs tody somél the SAARC guRtiies follovy
from others. From China, or Japan, or whoever. They  the principles of Non-alignment and the foreign policy

will come here, they will build, they will go back. In based on peace and reconciliation.  President
simple terms, whenever our relationship is stronger and ~ R&japaksa has been the leader of SAARC Nations,
we get close to India, this campaign begins. They start which covers one fourth of the world population and

to say India has started to rule, and they know India is currently chairs G15 - another power block. President
very sensitive about Pakistan or China. So they will use ~ Rajapaksa makes use of these arenas and his political,
these factors to upset the Indian public. Well, | think professional and international image for the benefit of

even the LTTE used this point. Sri Lanka by using his innovative strategy for a Sri

Lanka-friendly foreign policy.

Q: How do you see your recent visit to India and
the joint statement that spoke of cooperation in LTTE has been a Threat to Sri Lanka, India and

various fields? the World Peace

A: | think it was a very successful visit. The agreements ~ LTTE has been a threat to Sri Lanka, India and the
that we signed, in fact most of them, are concerned = world peace. President Rajapaksa got rid of this
with development work, especially in the North, = menace using his strategy and the dedicated,
infrastructure development, railways, housing projects  Pprofessional and experienced team.

(50,000 houses in the North and East), power plant
project in Sampur. All those things are necessary for
the countryédés devel opment .

As a result of the dedication, the commitment and
the strategies adopted by him and the team, Sri
Lanka and South Asia was fortunate to be free from
terror. The world was watching in disbelief the amaz-
ing victory over the most ruthless terrorist out -feet in
the world who were responsible for destruction of
public property worth billions and human lives of hun-
dreds and thousands. It is interesting to note that

: | very much hope so. We need to have targets. SAARC, G15 and the other arenas today are being
Earlier, we could say the delay was due to the terrorist used as vehicle for peace and prosperity for the re-
roblem or something. Now we cannot say all those gion.

hings. We agreed that all projects will be started by
010.

Q: Some of these ideas have been around for two
o three years. However, not much progress has
been made. Do you think work will speed up
now?

President Rajapaksa's Policies are Clear -cut
and Straightforward

: How do you foresee Indo  -Sri Lankan relations
ver the next five years?

President Rajapaksa's policies are clearcut and
straightforward as defined in the extracts of the

B
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interview above. It is a fact that the United Nations is now ageing and does not reflect the modern needs in the
modern world and economic affairs. There is a need for redefine and re -demarcate the meanings and applicability
of human rights, equality sovereignty and international relations in the current changing world, which President
Rajapaksa is mooting throughout his deliberations in the world arena.

President Rajapaksa's Aim is for Sri Lanka to be the 'Wonder of Asia'

President Rajapaksa's aim is for Sri Lanka to be the 'Wonder of Asia' in few years. The SAARC, other regional
organizations, Sri Lankan foreign policy and his personal charisma and goodwill will be made use of as a vehicle to
achieve his goal. President Rajapaksa has proved himself as a leader able and capable of delivering his target
by eradicating the terror regime and normalizing the day -today life in Sri Lanka. When the LTTE was using
300.000 human beings as a shield he carefully masterminded to save them with the least casualties with the help

of the most disciplined and professional Army. The good news is that currently almost all the internal displaced

Sri Lanka are re-housed and leading a happy and peaceful life. His Excellency's vision is clear. His Excellency and
Sri Lanka need peace and prosperity for the Nation, neighbours and the world with loving kindness to all.

Foreign Policy and Mahinda Chintana - Palitha Kohona

Dr. Palitha Kohona A Foreign Policy that is built on Friendship

is an academic, dip-

lomat and an intel- Foreign Policy has been fashioned by the
lectual who has 'Mahinda Chinthanaya'

reached the peak in
the UN system. He
has been a bright
student from child-
hood, having won
prices and medals in

Sri Lanka's foreign policy has been fashioned by the
Mahinda Chintanaya. It seeks friendship with all and is
anchored on non-alignment. National interest and
stability in the region is its defining feature. The

government of President Mahinda Rajapaksa has
worked tirelessly to safeguard and advance Sri Lanka's
the school and the Interests internationally with the help of all our

_ universities. He  friends. During the height of the terrorist inflicted con-
chose to serve Sri Lanka and Australia as well by reéPre-fict. Sri Lanka managed its foreign  relations effec-

senting the host country in the United Nations. Thereaf- tively to blunt the international impact of the LTTE

ter he sacrificed his Iucratlye and powerful _ position in 4 safeguard the nation's interests. This pragmatic
the UN system to serve his motherland Sri Lanka at an approach continues, with the goal of consolidat-

hour of need. His writings and speeches are far aboveing the achievements of the past and securing a pros-

average. He is one of those who have spearheaded th&rous and peaceful future for all Sri Lanka's people.
victory of Sri Lanka over terrorism by managing the inter-

national affairs and the wave of resistance from the Di-
aspora, LTTE propaganda and the powerful financial The manner in which Sri Lanka countered the LTTE
strength of the LTTE. Currently he is the head of the UN internationally during the conflict clearly illustrates the
mission in New York, and this is one of his speeches inefficacy of its foreign service and serves as a model.
which he has analysed the foreign policy and the crucial It was important during that period, especially in the
events and stages of the long and arduous voyage of vic{inal phase, to ensure that the international front was
tory. This is an extract of the speech made by Dr. Palitha managed as carefully as the battle front in the Vanni.
Kohona: The LTTE and its propaganda machine kept up a

Efficacy of Foreign Service

6
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barrage of anti government propaganda and the
conflict was portrayed as one between an oppressor
government and an oppressed minority. (One notes the
use, towards the latter stages of the conflict, of
emotive expressions such as genocide and references
to the indiscriminate shelling of civilians by the
Tamilnet without substantiation). They cultivated
community leaders, NGOs and decisionmakers in the
West over the years and many honestly believed their
version of the conflict. It became necessary to counter
this and, in the process, change perceptions - not by
any means an easy task. This challenge remains as the
rump LTTE continues to struggle. Inevitably, it was
difficult for the government to take the initiative as the
LTTE was weltentrenched. The government's role was
reduced to a reactive one. While the LTTE had
hundreds of dedicated cadres working full time to
disseminate its message, (and millions of dollars in
funding) including by effectively exploiting the
electronic medium (there were over 280 websites
supporting the LTTE), propaganda footage shot in Sri
Lanka, some of dubious authenticity, was usually re-
leased to media outlets within hours. Many government
missions overseas, with only three or four staff who
were also required to cover a range of issues, were
thrown into this unequal fray. The Government's efforts
overseas, especially its efforts to marshal the support
of anti LTTE elements in the Sri Lankan communities
abroad, nevertheless, have borne significant fruit in
recent years. Anti LTTE civic organizations became
activated as they began to see the resolve of the
Government in Colombo and the space that was
opened to them. The LTTE remained proscribed in
many of the democracies and in addition, LTTE
front organizations were also proscribed.
Prosecutions were launched against LTTE operatives
(fund raisers, arms procurers, organizers, etc.) in the
USA, the UK, France, Canada, Italy and Australia.
Covert intelligence sharing operations disturbed LTTE
und-raising, money laundering, arms smuggling and
rms procurement activities. In a significant develop-
ent, the government succeeded in capturing the
L TTEOS key ar ms procurer
aintained pressure on the LTTE internationally and
orced it to operate in a clandestine manner, until in a
aster stroke; it decided to express itself through
assive public demonstrations. The resulting calls for a
easefire and, even action against Sri Lanka, including
,-Sometimes using

’

direct contacts with foreign capitals. The Sri Lankan
Foreign Service personnel performed creditably in all
this. Following the defeat of the LTTE, efforts to bring
Sri Lanka before the Security Council were countered
and an anti-Sri Lanka resolution before the Human
Rights Council was soundly defeated. Sri Lanka
continues to reassure its friends that it will respect
international standards and abide by its commitments.

I ndi ads Understanding
Al l al ong, it was critical!l
understanding of Sri Lanka

LTTE. The groundswell of sympathy that the LTTE had
managed to generate in South India and the influence
of South Indian politicians on New Delhi had to be
taken into account. The LTT
was not comforting to the Indian body politic. The
LTTE, in an unbelievably shortsighted and petty act of
vengeance had assassinated the former Indian Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, using a woman suicide bomber,
closing its access to Indian policymakers for a long
time to come. Belated overtures at rapprochement
were of little effect. The Sri Lankan government, under
the leadership of President Rajapaksa, continued to
reassure India that the conflict was with the terrorist
LTTE and not with the Tamil population and India's
security would not be allowed to be disturbed in any
manner by Sri Lanka's anti terrorist efforts. Delega-
tions at different levels were exchanged with India.
Even as the civilian population held hostage by the
LTTE streamed into camps prepared in advance by the
government, India continued to be reassured that the
civilians will be cared for, that the civilians were not
the target, internally displaced persons will not suffer
and any grievances of the Tamil minority will be
addressed through a constitutional process.

The Economy Suffered Immensely during More
than 27 Years

The economy suffered immensely during more than 27
years of conflict. It is estimated that the country lost
USD 200 billion in opportunity cost, including in the
aregg pof tousise inW@rq) Jnyestments pnd trade.
Consistent with the thinking of other terrorist groups,
the importance of targeting Sri Lanka's economy was
recognized early by LTTE strategists and every effort
was made to cripple it. Ships were hijacked, the airport
was attacked, banks were robbed, public facilities were
bombed, pushing up insurance rates and scaring away
2
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potential visitors and investors. Their propaganda
machine succeeded in convincing Western development
partners to make human rights, in other words,
adopting a softer approach to the LTTE, and a
distraction from the main effort to crush terrorism - a
precondition for the disbursement of promised aid. This
perceived soft approach towards the LTTE by Western
countries, caused enormous popular resentment within
Sri Lanka. In due course, the USA made access to the
Millennium Challenge Account conditional on compliance
with standards which appeared to exceed even those
that were applicable to
Terroro. The EU made the
GSP + concession on which thousands of jobs
depended, including those of women, subject to similar
conditions. A cynic has observed that some Western
nations have continued to
mands burdenodo in an
had undertaken military ventures far from their borders
to counter terrorism, and in the process, caused
extensive harm to civilians and infrastructure were now
standing in judgment over Sri Lanka. Military sales to
Sri Lanka were stopped and efforts were made to
influence China to do the same. In both cases, the
government adopted a hard line. Instead of succumbing
to these pressures, the government was forced to seek
development assistance from other partners and  non
-traditional allies and turned to alternative markets,
where possible. There was also recognition that
economic power had shifted in the recent past to the
East. This policy shift paid handsome dividends. Iran,
for example, pledged over $1.9 billion in development
assistance to Sri Lanka. China's share of development
assistance topped 1 billion Dollars. Japanese assistance
continued unaffected by the critical approach of the
estern democracies. India continued to assist Sri
anka, including in strategic matters. While Sri Lanka,
onfronted with the choice of economic blackmail or
inding an accommodation with terrorism, had to
trengthen its ties with alternative partners, it worked
ssiduously at maintaining traditional ties.

ravelled Regularly

he President, for his part, travelled regularly to key
nternational destinations. Since 2006, he attended the
N General Assembly three times in successive years.
e addressed the GA in 2010 also. He visited the UK

and met Prime Minister Blair. He visited Libya, Iran,
Jordan, China, Morocco, ltaly, the Vatican, Japan and,
most importantly, India. This helped to manage those
key international relationships and also to reassure
those countries of the sincerity of our position at the
highest level. Given the Tamil Nadu factor, keeping
New Delhi regularly briefed of our position and
reassuring it of our intentions was important.
Similarly, ensuring a regular flow of military
requirements for the security forces was critical. A
constant effort was maintained to keep our friends

t h e prgfed lory tAeSsitulation i $rieLanka afdwhBlding VK
C @hB &nti SriL&nKa tide that thé 1 PE ahdiit§ sympattiiz-| t h

ers were generating.

As Part of Government Policy

|l abour under t he fiwhite

exaggefad® bt hRhnBnt pdlid! bpBottditiel Wérd

created for non-LTTE Tamils to emerge from the
shadows. Initially, they were slow to assert
themsel ves, but once t hle
invincibility was exposed, many took the risk of adopt-
ing a public stance against the LTTE. Overseas, many
Tamils who had marked time, now had the opportunity
to go public with anti -LTTE views. The Government, as
part of a move to engage the Tamil Diaspora in a
dialogue, invited representative groups for discussions
in early 2009 and is continuing to reach out. The
President and senior Government Ministers took and
continue to take every opportunity to meet with
members of Tamil groups on their visits overseas. This
dialogue will continue. It was also abundantly clear
that there was no unanimous affection for the LTTE or
its self-associated leadership among many members of
the Tamil community in the West. (It is variously
estimated that the Tamils in the West number
approximately 1.5 million). Sri Lankan groups which
had been functioning independently were brought
together in places such as Australia, New Zealand, the
USA, UK and Canada. In certain countries, the
contribution made by the pro Sri Lankan Diaspora was
absolutely crucial in maintaining the pressure on their
host governments.

Dr. Palitha T. B. Kohona

Is the Ambassador & Permanent Representa-
tive of Sri Lanka to the United Nations
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An Extract of an Interview by the Hindu on

the Policies of President Rajapaksa

This is an extract of an interview by the Hindu on the
Policies of President Rajapaksa, who has given a brief
outline of his policies and the strategy. Answering
questions about the huge victory at the Presidential
Elections he said that he is confident of the victory
because he did the correct thing in the interest of the
Nation. He was clear in his policy and dealings. He
was first and decisive on the decisions taken. His
experience as an experienced politician for 40 years in
the breeding grounds of politics in the shade of his
father and uncle who were unbeaten politicians in the
family dynasty runs back to 72 years gave him bigger
trust and confidence to save the country and to pave
the way for peace and development.

Won the Humanitarian Operation

He has been magnanimous to his opponents who were
allowed to resist and contest him. Every election he
won overwhelmingly. He was popular among the
villagers because he has been a villager with the
common touch, who walked with kings but never lost
the common touch. He mingled in the city never
forgot to be with the downtrodden, with the villagers
and paddy fields in the remote Hambantota where he
hails from.

He won the humanitarian operation for people who
suffered for 30 years with destruction, misery and
suffering. Once he said that he won this difficult
operation for India and may not do anything that India
does not like and hurts. This shows his foresight,
strategies, diplomacies and love to the country. His
closeness with India and the leadership to SAARC
helped the victory, especially the last lap which was
complicated and controversial. If not for his
statement ship and the correct foreign policy he would
have had more and more difficulties in achieving his
target. He understood the realities, geographical
situation and the friendships runs back to thousands of
years with India and the other neighbours. Even
during the humanitarian operation, the development
schemes were continued. Five harbours were being
constructed out of which the main harbour in

Hambantota gave life as scheduled opening the
door to the silk-route which has the access and poten-
tial for 36,000 ships per year.

His Motto is for Equality, Freedom, Protection,
Preservation and Rights

His motto is for equality, freedom, protection, preser-
vation and safeguarding human rights.

All the minority parties and ethnic groups have
rallied-round President Rajapaksa individually and
collectively as political parties.

Ethnic Ratio in Colombo

His answer to the ethnic ratio in Colombo, the capital
of Sri Lanka is interesting and a message to the
international community that the majority in
Colombo is Tamils and Muslims. 20 years ago
Sinhalese were 90% in Colombo. Today it has
dropped down to 30%. Colombo Mayor has been a
Muslim.  This indicates that Tamils prefer to live
amongst and with Sinhalese in Colombo rather
than in the North and East where the Tamil population
is thin.

Meaning of Devolution

President Rajapaksa has redefined the meaning of
devolution by offering devolution to the grassroots and
the village level by  reintroducing the traditional vil-

lage council model where the religious were self-
sufficient and given power-sharing facilities to rise
above as independent village units. This is an ideal
scenario  especially in the North and East where the
cast system is strong.

Remarks on the West is Fearless and Honest

His Excellency's remarks on the West are fearless anc
honest. There may be organizations and countries
that dislike him because he likes and loves the
country and does things for the betterment of the

country, which is the essence of his theory to be Sri
Lanka-friendly. His close ties with Asian countries and
excellent ties with India are embodied in 'Mahinda
Chinthana' the policy document.

He believes that the country is protected by Buddha,
Dhamma, Sangha and God. It is amazing that Sri
Lanka stands independent without being conquered by

9
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India or a giant for thousands of years, though a small
tiny island. It could be some invisible power or the
correct foreign policy that Sri Lanka has practiced for
thousands of years.

The interview gives a clear picture on his vision and
policy and there is no doubt that he will achieve the
target of taking Sri Lanka to the position of 'Wonder of
Asia' as scheduled.

PRESIDENT TELLS THE HINDU :

| am very clear in
my policy

PRESIDENT MAHINDA
RAJAPAKSA:
peace, there is no
development; without
development, there is
no peace. 0
Rajapaksa, a powerful
and popular head of
government and State,
has the way cleared
for him for the next
six years and more. In a recent conversation with N.
Ram of The Hindu lasting three-and-a-half hours at
ATemple Treesodo in Col ombo,
questions on, a range of subjects. Excerpts from his
on-the-record comments and responses:

Huge victory at presidential election

| was not surprised [by the margin of victory, nearly
18 percentage points]. Because in the Provincial
Councils, if you count the majority, it was 2.5 million. |
knew that if you took 1 million out of that, | would
have won with 1.5 million. And | knew what the pulse
of the people in villages was. Even in Colombo
district, outside the municipal area, they gave me a
good majority. | knew from the start that my majority
would be there.

And | am not surprised about the North -East results. |
was encouraged by that. | had the election; | knew
that people must vote, they must be given a chance to
elect their own President. Twenty-six per cent, | am

satisfied with it. In every village, | got some votes,
didnét I ?

Factors behind the Decisive Win

One thing is that people wanted experience - a politi-
cian to lead their country. | have been in politics for 40

years. Suddenly a militar
people trusted him. They were frightened by the way

that he talked, shouting at people, blackguarding
people. He [Sarath Fonseka] showed his inexperience
on economic affairs.

On Mis -targeting

Actually, he never said anything about me other than a
few words in the final da
fawid hoamand him. 6 61- thatiwad

Somawansa [Amarasinghe, the JVP leader] and he

endorsed it. 0At 7 o0d6cl oc
into custody, put him into Bogambara [maximum
Madd midtay prison in Kandy]

was the Army! He was ill advised.

The whole campaign was against a family and it was all
mud-throwing. Without politics, they were trying to
personalise the campaign.

Rural Sri Lanka supported me in a big way. | feel that
was; beqaysg gf the glevelopmegt in, theg jjagese e
had the village road development programme, the
programme for the development of the whole village,
the fertilizer subsidy, t
Incomes for rural households rose sharply. From 1948
to 2005, the per capita income came up to $ 1,000.
During the period of my presidency, when the war was
going on, it has gone up to $ 2,200. With development,
the lifestyle of the people had changed. They [the
Fonseka camp] coul dndt wun

If I had been in the Opposition, | would have ad-
dressed not anything else but the cost of living. Forget
about everything else, just address that. When eventu-
ally they tried to address it, it was too late. We had the
answers.

People in the wvillages
ducted the campaign: that they would try to take me
into custody, kick me out

dli
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that . Vill agers dondt want pe{tyhpglttlf:.s.tTBe Crﬁt'ﬁ'sﬁnp'se E?'IV\.’ayS 'Pq{sé)@?“s'efj't h e
Fonseka camp] miscalculated, failed to see the affec- The opposition must contribute to whatever solution

tion, the love people in the villages have for me. we are going to bring to this North -East issue. Be-

cause what we want is permanent peace.
In addition, suburban people voted heavily for me.

Other than people in Colombo, and some people in 13th Amendment

Kandy and other cities, they voted for me. They .

wanted a peaceful life. They believed in democracy. | The 13th Amendment was  brought in .a hurry,
think our people are, in that way, very educated, very without studying the whole problem. There is a need

conscious about democracy. B eWde&sgar&dﬁhggeog\;\?ghp{?fth%coqmrwtri1et ar )
man coming in. historical background of the whole problem. Without

studying that, you canodt
Who got the Credit for Eliminating the LTTE? suitable for your country. It must be a practical
solution.

People, by the way they voted, showed they gave the
credit to me. Who built the Taj Mahal? Who is The 13th Amendment
remembered by people as the builder of the Taj Mahal?
Not the mason or the chief engineer, right?

On parliamentary election prospects

is implementable at the
moment other than the police powers. It is in the
Constitution. I donét have
because it is implemented in the other areas. The
land, everything is implementable. We had the
[presidential] election [in the Northern Province] and

we are going to have the Provincial Council election
after this [parliamentary elections of April 8]. |

A Two -thirds Majority? thought | had to resettle the people [first]. Now
there are fewer than 50,000 in the IDP camps; and

I think we will win the parliamentary elections very
comfortably. The people will vote with us. Now they
know the government is stable for seven years.

I think we will be able to get that, or at least close to

. . . ma ny. f hem nét. wan

that . Finally, Rani | W|ckremaesy| noghet(")se crdoodet|satﬁerte(zJ
come back and join me, right [laughter]? The Development -peace Link

Cohabitation? Ranil as Prime Minister? The west doesnodt understian

w h 6 i in her.e. T |

Oh, no problem but he wonot tooﬁhgto ?%0 weIIe |(_an thhee‘

. . heh/ ask ab?ut humani tar.i.an

parliamentary =election]! So the ' situattion arfi's

.S ¢ WO n
want humanitarian assistance! We will look after our

You know that during the campaign, Ranil campaigned .
people, provide them food. | can get down food from

for me when he went to the Tamil areas.

India any time. | said we want development
He said, 60Poda, Mahi nda R aassistaree[forghe Nodhfl a | Gotabaya
poda, Basi l poda [l aughter] .6 People were shocked. I
was talking in Tamil; he wanted to show that he also Without peace, the_re s no development; without
knew Tamil. And the first dﬁ,vrgl?p@enthtléere|§rboipe&ce.was 6Poda,

Mahinda poda [l aughter] . 0 H&nisMend Nional PR N6t vote for
him, reject him.é
Do you know we have taken about 500 Tamils from

Role of Opposition the Eastern Province and they are already in service?
Now we are taking them from the Northern Province.

The Opposition must be able to contribute. They must In Jaffna, 7,500 Tamils came for 450 places. They

criticise - constructive criticism but not mud -throwing have been selected. [ The | Pr

all the time. Not opposing everything the Government Weeratunga add: 6The peagpl

brings. This is the unfortunate thing in Sri Lanka. They security-screened and will be recruited [in the

oppose everything, what ever natiohat polire foreet immeeliatély afteo thes electibnt 0 s
This is an achievement, by
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There was a campaign by the LTTE and the Muslim
parties, Rauff Hakeem and some others, not to join the
police forces and the Army. We had Tamil Army offi-
cers and even now we have Muslim [Army officers].
There was a campaign against joining. But now, after
this [final victory over the LTTE], they have joined.

You should see their muscles! They have been trained

we l | [l aughs]. You donot
only thing is they must |
all, itbés easy! We have g

We can train adequate numbers. They will be in these
[Tamil] areas mostly and we want to get them down to
the South also. Youdve go

Tamil -Muslim Majority in Colombo

In Colombo, the majority is Tamil and Muslim. Twenty
years ago, the Sinhalese were about 90 per cent;
today, theyodre | ess than

Muslims and Tamils and there is no problem. The

Mayor of Colombo is a Muslim [Uvais Mohamed

Imitiyas].
Dialogue on Devolution

Soon after these parliamentary elections, | will call all
the leaders of the political parties and start talking to
them. You know, | tried to get them down, the TNA
[Tamil National Alliance], the Tamil parties, the Muslim
parties. But they were not interested. They were not
interested in solving this problem as long as [Velupillai]
Prabhakaran was there. Now they must understand
that there is no option
President of the country,
they must come and negotiate with me, have a
di al ogue with me. | f
me, new leaders will come up and | will have to deal
with them.

On Western Antipathy to Him

They donét l'i ke me. They
views. My preference is for my country. Why should |
be | oyal to any other co
holder, am 1?

they

Close Ties with Asian Countries

They [India, China, Japan] were the countries that
helped me to develop this country. As neighbours of
the Asian group, they were very generous in offering
us development assistance. This country needs
development: infrastructure in the North -East and in
the South. In the North and East, the conflict is over,

webOre one .country. Now | w
have to train thenY agai n. Th

ry. . N
ea¥n some police work. Thajt o
o]

od training institutes.
For development, these are the countries that helped
me and | am ready to accept other countries to come
and help me develop the country. We can look after
theo humgnitarian..h Wen give free food, free health
care, subsidised fertilizer, transport assistance. We
can afford that. But | want development assistance. |
want roads, development of the power sector, hotels,
and investment.

3 0I h[a\}é €kt n&w’ &@éts' fothéhﬁsm.mlaéalféd {hé y

Tourism Board and said | was not satisfied with the
present [rate of development]. | want to call the

t

-
C

private sector . Theydre go
various other  countries to invest their money. | am

going to tell them to invest here. | want to get Indian
companies, the Tatas and others, to invest in Sri
Lanka.

On Excellent Ties with India

That 6s right. Because I g m
somet hi ng, I stick to it. V
say o6no,6 no. Wi th India, I

foifh myt pBlieyMcorkididnt, devr chafgbd They wérdha | t h
i wdre e abbuf Ay &finecfioh withNcinaC Rdf N T 1
development, China, Japan and all these [Asian]
dolhirids Kwill 'cdn® Yand GndeRt0 that GsCaPdfifereit |t D
guestion. India is our close neighbour. | always say,
6l ndia is my relation. Otlhe

On Sarath Fonsekads Arr es|t

dPnBrP | hehrd KaSout MY this TB&NRP SvRef et
intelligence agencies were reporting to me on all this,

U nthe Aty woull Mavetdkén hith ovar [th@en militarg 1| d
law]. They wanted to do that. But if at that time | had
allowed that, they would have said that | was fright-
ened of this man contesting.
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| accepted his resignation as CDS [Chief of Defence
Staff]. |1 could have declined to do that [under the
special Act] and we could have charged him for what
he had done, what the intelligence agencies were
reporting on. But |
people would have said | blocked him from contest-
ing.

I knew he was the best candidate | could get! It was
very c¢lear in the
Wickremesinghe got.

Even with the JVP, which supported me once and
with all this alliance, he never got that vote. They had

the biggest alliance against a contesting President.
Ultimately, what happened?

Then [after the election] the Army came and said,

didnot

el ecti on

Army law is very different from the general law. Now

he has been taken by the Army. He is under the Army
Commander. He is being given a luxury flat, the Navy
Commander 6s <chalet. | f h e
b\%eg |rrl1 Poge(lmé)arad ig a %x%]cgllt' Heki)s gllé)vgeg acgess,
to his lawyer; his wife is allowed to see him. She
called my wife, who was at a banquet in Moscow; she
was told, déask for it and
and she did. Doctors, everything possible is allowed.

weH@oRhBE! AL B6thANEEs RRNY

Y

I n Buddhism, they say, ofor
wi || be repercussions inj|t
bad, you dondédt have to wait

| always believe in God - Buddha, Dharma, Sangha
and God. There is somebody who looks after us.
They say that When Vlshnu looks after you, no one_

éSir,_ we ,have t.o take. actlon odro he _harr%.on?h g
I_sa|d, oAII r|ght_, i tods u[pagé) B/rayeds]ee LfooylkForazsélﬂave
evidence to arrest him. If you have evidence, cer- had Won

tainly do it. But please consult the Attorney-Gener al . 6

Gotabaya [Rajapaksa] was very cautious. He said Had there been a different election result, there
6no, 6 otherwise they woul d WRUdyhave pegrx g Rloogbath, Thefe gvouidehave |
immediately [after the election results were been dead bodies everywhere. Burning houses and
announced]. Only after going through all the evi- all that. Just before the election, even government
dence was the Army given the green light to do what servants were getting thre
they wanted? the 26th [of January] we
This is an enquiry [under military law] to see if there

is a prima facie case against Fonseka. I dondt want| t
get involved in the judicial process. One thing is that

I am a lawyer myself, so | always respect the law. |

never say anything against the courts, against the

judges. [Except once when the last Chief Justice was .. .

trying to decide the price of petrol. | said that was Please visit our web site

the srecutiveos. "D iwivlSridnkdenitadd i cont| -
view is, 6l et the | egal procgkss . onot vant
get involved in it. Discipline is an Army matter. If |

get involved, Army discipline wild.l go for a six. I d

want to do that. It is very important that democracy
is restored.
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Speech by His Excellency Sarath Wijesinghe at the Seminar/Workshop on Investment,

Trade, Business Promotion and Banking (Sri Lanka and UAE) at HNB Towers on 13 ™ Janu-
ary 2011

Workshop

The workshop organized jointly by the Sri Lankan Embassy in the UAE and the HNB is one of the most important
and promising attempts taken in order to promote investment, investment promotion, tourism, business promo-
tion, employment promotion and generally the economy of Sri Lanka which is in the upward trend. The Diplo-
matic Missions are now expected to break away from the shell of traditionalism to be geared to the promotion
and implementation of the government policy which includes foreign policy and economic development world-
wide. In this context His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa the President of Sri Lanka has made the following revo-
lutionary and innovative declaration at the Parliament in the Second Phase of the assumption of duties as a trus-
tee of the Nation:

/ quote:

Hon. Speaker, foreign offices maintained by the
Foreign Employment Bureau, the Tea Board, De-
partment of Commerce, and other agencies will
be brought directly under the supervision of the
Sri Lankan Embassies abroad so as to provide a
one stop service. Once officials are posted, they
will be required to work under the direction and
supervision of the respective Ambassador. All
¥ Promotional activities will be undertaken only
~ through this coordinated strategy. The scope of
| the responsibilities of Ambassadors will expand

: beyond the traditional djplomatic functions to
include responsibilities relating to investment,
trade and economic affairs.

Unquote

Diplomatic Missions

Diplomatic missions reflect the image of a Nation and are vehicles to impart the economic, social and cultural
developments and values to the world. Today the Ambassadors worldwide are bestowed with additional respon-
sibilities as agents, guardians and promoters of the Nation. Diplomatic Missions need the support and assis-
tance of the State, Private sector, the expatriate community and an efficient, educated and dedicated staff. In
that spirit the initiative and the cooperation extended by HNB, a pioneer and one of the most powerful and
widespread banks in Sri Lanka are commendable. We are pleased to launch this with the help of Mr. Rienzie
Wijetilleke, one of the most senior and respected bankers reputed worldwide and the HNB which has the highest
reputation globally. It is time that we work hand in hand with the State and the Private sector. May | take the
opportunity to give credit to our banks and the bankers in South Asia for withstanding the resistance exerted
during the world economic crisis and downturn, when the entire banking system in the West and globally was
crumbling. We stood straight undeterred and | think the force behind this success is our stable banking sys-
tem protected and cemented by people of the caliber of Mr. Rienzie Wijetilleke and his colleagues in South
Asia.

14
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Today it is the turn for Asians. India and China are
emerging new world powers and economies when Sri
Lanka is aiming to be the Wonder of Asia.

Banks are an Integral Part of any Democratic
and Economic System

Banks are an integral part of any democratic and eco-
nomic system, though influenced by the world economy
and the political order. It is opportune that His
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa has appointed highly
respectable business and banking leaders in the private

Pakistan, Iran Afghanistan, and Gaza have enormous
problems. We are extremely sorry about the situation
around us. At the same time we are fortunate that
His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa has successfully
eradicated the terror regime which has engulfed us
for 30 years. It is with the dedication, commitment,
determination and vision of His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa and his team that we are breathing the
taste of peace after three decades of horror and mis-
ery. Today we are in a position to offer security and
stability to the world that is required for investors and

sector to head public institutions in line with 7 Ma h i n;g @siment.

Chintana the document on which the Government
Policy is based upon.

Foreign Investment is an Important Ingredient

in Asia

Foreign investment is an important ingredient in Asia,
when there are 192 nations awaiting investors and in-
vestments. Investors will need fertile economic situa-
tions in order to invest their funds and experience for a
better return in this most competitive world. They need

security, stability, educated and committed labour and
an atmosphere to do business with and to perform their
business activities and industries. It is good news that
we are geared to offer good economic order and indus-
trial conditions as we are fully fledged with the ingredi-

ents and requirements to be perfect partners in this
competitive world. The world has now realized that Sri
Lanka is one of the most stable, secured nations and
sought for Nations for business. Sri Lanka no longer

needs PR Companies to promote the Nation. It is al-
ready promoted and it i s
Mi ssionsd to maintain and

opments and the image. It is no exaggeration that Sri
Lanka is blessed with one of the most powerful democ-
ratic governments in the world.

Excellent Human Rights Record

This strong Government was elected democratically and
Sri Lanka can be proud of being a country with an ex-
cellent human rights record and a machinery to main-
tain and enhance human rights and fundamental rights
for which there is effective machinery legally, constitu-
tionally and otherwise. When most of the democracies
are shaky and crumbling, we stand firm and undeterred
as a powerful democracy. United Kingdom, France,
Italy, Hungary, EU and other countries such as

The Topic of the Workshop today is Investment
and Investment Promotion

The topic of the workshop today is investment and
investment promotion and economic development in
relation to UAE and Sri Lanka. UAE today is one of
the most powerful economic giants. 61 years ago
UAE has been a barren desert with no resources.
Fortunately the oil given by God to them is being
wisely invested with future foresights by His Highness
and his family which has made UAE one of the most
powerful and stable economies in the world. Though
UAE emerged with oil they have now diverted to
other areas having realized the uncertainties and re-
alities of the world. It is in that spirit that Dubai
emerged as the hub of the business industry in the
Middle East and as a platform for business between
Middle East, Africa and the other neighbouring coun-
tries. The port and the airport in Dubai are sophisti-
cated, active, efficient and most modern and no sec-

thfto é?])}"otth)ér pd?tfor ai?pgrtein tHe ‘R_/bna.' ThéRR t i ¢©
€afk N33 r}u(hc‘irfionihgh Eree OTFale" 205 fn theUAR | -

which are very effective about which my colleagues
will address and answer on the economic situation in

the UAE and secrets of their success based on far
sight, dedication and hard work of the Rulers and the

people.

One of the Main Incomes in the UAE is Tourism

It is interesting to note that one of the main incomes
in the UAE is tourism though it is a desert with mini-
mum resources. Water is purified from the sea. In
tourism they use the desert for desert safaris. We
should not be ashamed to learn from others and from
our mistakes. We are blessed with one of the beau-

tiful countries in the world with excellent climatic
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conditions, beautiful sceneries, wonderful waterfalls,
greenery, wildlife, beautiful rivers and also archaeo-
logical sites of historic importance. It is noteworthy to

inform that we have over 250,000 archeological sites.
Have we really explored our natural wealth which is
as powerful and valuable as oil in the desert? It is
true that tourism is booming in Sri Lanka, but are we

ready to receive tourists? Have we got sufficient
rooms, infrastructure, know -how, machinery road net-
work are things that we have to consider long term

and short term. Fortunately we have a dedicated
Minister of Economic Development who works round
the clock who has understood the realities and chal-
lenges.

A part of the gathering at the work held at HNB

Investment

Sri Lanka is one of the most sought for tourist desti-
nations for investment. But | am informed by some
prospective investors that they are finding it difficult
to get things done due to various logistic and tradi-
tionalism. This is an area where we have to learn
from others. My colleagues will brief you on one -
stop-shop procedure in the UAE which has attracted
investors.

Why Should an Investor Invest in a Country
Other than His Own Country?

Surely the ultimate goal for an investor is for better

returns for their investment and experience. If we

understand these realities and agree on consensus
safeguarding our own interests such as safeguarding
environment, culture, landscape we can look forward
to be a unique nation leading to achieve our targets.

Our Nation has lot to offer and the capacity to work
[ i astis

enormous. The Arabs from the Middle East during their
voyages on business thousands of years ago travelled
towards South Asia via Sri Lanka in the famous silk route
which has now reviewed after the emergence of Ham-
bantota Harbour which has a capacity to attract 36,000

ships per year. The harbour project has number of satel-

lite projects such as the Airport, Free Trade Zone and
industries where the two nations can work together.

UAE has invested heavily on Sri Lanka and Sri Lanka in
return has invested heavily in UAE through expatriate
labour which is amounting to about 250,000. In the UAE
80% of the population are expatriates who serve the

host country as well as the country of birth. This indi-

cates our potential for employment in the UAE especially
who are youngsters.

Arabic Language is Fast -growing

Arabic language is fast drawing and opportunities in the
Middle East are enormous. The Sri Lankan Embassy in
the UAE has made arrangements with the help of the
UAE Government to facilitate Sri Lankan youngsters to
learn Arabic which should be a passport for them for em-
ployment in the Middle East. We are in the cross roads
towards development and prosperity. No development
can achieve in isolation in this modern world where infor-
mation is transmitted in a second with a click of a but-
ton. The good news is that we are ready and geared to
development by target of improving IT literacy to 75 %.
We started with 5% and currently reaching the target of
45%. Thanks to the vision of His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa who has initiated this project with the help of
the network of over 600 Nenasalas.Our target is to be
Wonder of Asia in few years.

We are in the Right Direction

| presume the atmosphere is conducive to achieve this
goal and we are in the right direction towards the suc-
cess and what is needed is commitment and dedication.

Our targets are achievable towards a peaceful, devel-
oped, just and prosperous society based on good gov-
ernance and economic prosperity. Now that we have
partly achieved the target by performing the miracle of
eradicating the terrorism which the world was watching
in disbelief achieving the next goal of fighting for devel-
opment is definitely an achievable object. Therefore we
invite the State sector and the business community in-
cluding the bankers who has set an example to work
hand in hand with the Diplomatic Missions worldwide to
achieve our expected goals and aspirations to be the
Wonder of Asia sooner than expected.
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These are published and unpublished arti-
cles by the Ambassador Sarath Wijeisinghe

NGOism and Kosovonisation of Tibet

Nepalese policemen arrest a Tibetan protester during
an anti-Chinese demonstration in front of the consular
section of the Chinese Embassy in Kathmandu on
March 29, 2008. Some 80 Tibetans protesters includ-
ing several monks and nuns were detained after
demonstrating in front of the building in the Nepalese
capital, police and eyewitnesses said. (AFP)

Though it is a tiny land of 2, 5 miles square kilometres
and 13000 ft above sea level, Tibet is called the "Roof
of the World" due to the situation initially as a
province of Main China and subsequently claimed
independence in 1911 until mainland China annexed it
as a province in 1951. It has been a hidden Buddhist
State headed by Dalai Lama the spiritual and political
leader of Tibetans.

Currently Lasha has a population of 6 million Tibetans
and 7.5 milion of Chinese migrated from the
mainland. From the express train over 6000 people
travel to and from daily, which has completely
changed the fabric of the society, lifestyle and the
culture of Tibetans.

Today Lasha is full of Han Chinese flooded polluting
the virgin and untapped society replacing the old
traditions and primitive way of simple living. Now their
lifestyle is changed. There are employment opportuni-
ties. Tourism is flourishing with usual bad effects.
Once called as the "Abode of the Gods" has over 700
brothel houses and 300 dance halls. Symbol of culture

and the rule of Dali Lama have changed. This is
unfortunate but the order of the day. This destruction

is common to many other countries. Thailand, and
even Sri Lanka is a victim of this recent cultural
invasion by the West and NGOs. India is generally
safe as it does not encourage NGOism.

Wants autonomy

Dalai Lama being the advisor to the Government in
exile wants autonomy and not independence. He is
pragmatic and realistic. He still prays for a peaceful
settlement and urges Tibetans to learn Chinese and
integrate to be practical and realistic.

The developments in the mainland has direct and
indirect effects on Tibet by improving their economy
and living conditions. World prepares for the Olympics
in Beijing this August. Interested parties are trying to
focus attention of the world on the Human Rights
situation in Tibet. They say the Human Rights
situation, culture, religion and the identity is in
danger. But the Dalai Lama's supporters want him to
fight back.

Britain's Prince Charles is a supporter of Tibetan
Independence. Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker of the US
House of Representatives condemns Chinese actions
and wants to fight. Sri Lankan, as a Buddhist country,
may want to help predominately Buddhists Tibetans
who are facing the problem.

| think this is the best opportunity for our President
and the Foreign Minister to initiate use the good office
of Sri Lanka for violable and practical solution consid-
ering all circumstances as separation is not the option.
The Chinese Government has changed and there is
possibility to change them further. On the other hand
China is becoming powerful economically and is
aiming to be the future world power day by day.

Tibet has a positive ripple effect on these develop-
ments being a province of the mainland. Dalai Lama
operating from Dharamasala in India is fighting back,
backed by powerful Western allies, ready to work
against Beijing - the political opponents ganging
together against Chinese.

Dalai Lama is not against the Olympics and maintains
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The Western block and the media is supporting Dalai
Lama in every turn in order to attack their common
enemy. Now Dalai Lama is politically grown and
matured. He has realised that the world has changed
and other things are changing.

China is not the China in 1951. Religions are given the
due place and human rights - especially civil rights are
observed and given special attention. Economy is
being liberalised and vibrant. It is growing fast by
passing the West at a tremendous pace and a rate.

It is an encouraging situation that Dalai Lama and
Tibetans are now changing the strategy to keep pace
with the modern changes aiming at a realistic and a
practical solution without claiming independence.
Buddhism and traditions are respected and given the
due place again by the mainland. These are effects of
the results of other economic and political changes.

US Secretary of state Condoleezza Rice has called
Beijing to exercise restraint and British Foreign

Minister David Miliband is calling for a substantive
dialogue between parties. They want the Olympic

games in this summer to provide an opportunity for

more free expression.

It is doubtful of their love for Tibet is genuine or with

an ulterior motive to attack China which is the
emerging world power, becoming a threat to the world
policeman and policemen. Their attitude is to confront
and fight back.

They have intervened in Iraqi, Afghanistan and
attempting to teach Iran too a lesson. The Kosovo
fiasco is a joint operation of EU, USA, NATO and
NGOs.

Kosovo has been a distant Muslim province of two
million people of which 10 percent are orthodox
Christian Serbs. Turks in 1389 advanced into European
heartland defecting patriotic Serbs. Now as a result of
the Unilateral Declaration of Independence of Kosovo
on 18th February 2008 when it is still under UN-NATO
administration.

This is a part of the "Dismantling" process of Yugosla-
via in 1991. They assumed power to wage war on
"Failing" and "Rouge" states based on Washington

Misinterpretation

These new ethno-religious states are somewhat like
the creation of Israel after unplanned withdrawal of the
British Mandate in 1948, and the creation of Pakistan
after their planned escape from India in 1747.

Creations of new nations based on religious and ethnic
considerations started after the decolonisation process
and also as a result of misinterpretation of the principle
of self-determination which is currently outdated and
archaic.

According to the principles of international law, the
main prerequisites for the creation of a separate state
are defined territory, effective control, capacity to enter
into agreements with other countries and of course the
recognition by other members of the world family and
international organisations.

Israel was recognised by the USA hours after the
declaration due to obvious reasons. Since then there
were a number of countries that followed suit including
Kosovo being the most recent and controversial.

Morality and the legality of the process is questionable
as this is a province of Serbia under the protectorate of
NATOUS-EU jointly and the prompt recognition of the
declared state by the very same protectors shows the
ulterior motives of the group of states behind the entire
process. The next victims are possibly from Asia. The
genuineness of aggressive support of the West to Tibet
is doubtful and questionable.

India definitely would openly support Russia and China
in the UN to ask the Secretary General Ban Kimoon to
explain to the world body as to how the US and allies
could take the law into their own hands for the creation
of rouge states.

It is unethical, immoral and illegal to break the states

into smaller pieces destabilising the smooth functioning
and equilibrium. This will be an endless process of
fragmentation of states.

This is a dangerous and bad precedent. If the trend
continues there will be a large number of macro states
based on religion and ethic considerations which will
destabilise the world. India, Indian sub continent
Russia, Latin America, and many other stable countries

will cease to exist.
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Sri Lanka too has voiced her concern, out of the
concern that LTTE too will declare independence as
has been attempted previously which has been a
miserable failure. Recently one Nadasan - a former
police constable who claims to be the political head of
LTTE - has stated that it is a matter of time for them

to declare UDI... The LTTE is a terrorist group and
unable to fulfil none of the prerequisites for
statehood.

They are on the run and the leader is morally and
physically wounded. But they are still financially
powerful and front organisations are active in the
guise of NGOs and Human Right originations. They
have invaded and intruded almost all international
organisations including UN and subsidiary
organisations.

Wrong hands

NGOism is nongovernmental organisational activism
which is a part of the world order. The United Nations
itself is an NGO of states and all subsidiary organiza-
tions are alike. Funds are distributed to states and
NGOs to perform various projects and duties and
transparency and honesty is expected.

Unfortunately in Sri Lanka funds always go to the
wrong hands. It goes to those who are influential and
crafty. Who have international contacts and knowledge
on world affairs and experience on documentation?

This is a very lucrative source of funding. There is a
Gang of 5 (five) NGO "Fat Cats" in Sri Lanka pocketing
out billions of pounds and dollars allocated to the
NGOism in the country.

Next prey of the West appears to be Tibet and the
intensity of the process is accelerated in view of the
Olympics to gain maximum publicity and at the same
time to attack China. They promote and instigate Dalai
Lama for a head-on battle with China in order to Koso-
vonise Tibet too and to separate it from China.

It is not as easy as Kosovo as China is powerful eco
nomically and politically and concisions of the immi-
nent danger.

In Sri Lanka NGOism is powerful for some reason.
Funds are pouring into their coffers. Their main
target is individual human rights. They target and
concentrate on isolated incidents in order to prepare
reports which helps to raise funds. They are experts
on fundraising.

Some earn billions of dollars by way of perks, salary
and facilities. We need honest and genuine Non
Governmental Organisations. Many genuine human
rights violations go undetected.

During Tsunami the NGOs were the most benefited.

Still genuine Tsunami victims are suffering. There are
over 2000 accidental deaths on the road. We need
NGOs to concentrate on genuine violations and
remedial measures and not to get involve in politics.
Our people are politically matured and educated. In
South Asia India and Sri Lanka has been maintaining
democratic ideals and values before and after
independence from colonial rulers.

Collective and individual human rights are violated
every second. The NGOs are concerned and worried
about the North and East, which is a very lucrative

area for funding and preparation of reports. What is

required in a successful NGO is excellent reporting,
management of media and looking after the

principles locally and abroad.

Even globally 80 percent of NGO funds are used for
administration salaries and other expenses. Only a
fraction is used for the purpose.

There are unfortunate realities. Exploitation of funds
is bad - but taking steps to destabilise the country is
worst. A Head of an NGO currently in Sri Lanka has
been instrumental in destabilising an African country
and involved in the gold and diamond industry.

He is one of those gangs of (5) who pockets out
billions of dollars by way of salary, rent and all other
perks. It is time for the Sri Lankan Government to
take immediate measures to regularise irregular
NGOism in Sri Lanka.
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Oslo attack and International Law

Diplomatic relations in the world is governed by
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations adopted in
the United Nations on April 16, 1961, relevant
changes in the Diplomatic Privileges Act. One of the
main functions of the sending state is to represent,
except the sending state - article 2 (a)- Article 22 is
powerful and clear regarding the safety of the
receiving state which reads as follows.

229 (1) the premises of the mission shall be inviolable.
The agents of the receiving state may not enter them
except with the consent of the Head of the Mission
(2) the receiving state is under special duty to take all
appropriate steps to protect the premises of the
mission against any intrusion or damage and to
prevent any disturbance of the peace mission or
impairment of its dignity. (3) The premises of the
mission, their furnishing and other property thereon
and the means of transport of the mission shall be
immune from search, requisition, attachment or
execution.

A police man inside the Sri Lankan Embassy in Norway
following the attack. AFP

Irrespective of the size and power of the member

country this principle is strictly adhered to. Attack on

the Sri Lankan Mission in Norway has raised eye
brows of the international community as these inci-

dents are never heard of. Sri Lanka has strictly ad-
hered to the principles despite the humanitarian inter-

ventions which have consumed most of the security
resources.

Diplomatic relations between Sri Lanka and Norway
have not been satisfactory in the past, due to reasons
best known to the international and Sri Lankan
communities. It is alleged and well-known that the
LTTE lobby in Norway is powerful, and LTTE favours
Norway as a facilitator for obvious reasons. Sri Lanka
alleges that certain diplomatic missions are
misinterpreting and spreads distorted information
regarding military activities.

A crucial juncture

No arrests on the attack on the mission have been
reported so far. The only suspect arrested has already
been released.

To the credit of the Sri Lankan Government and
Foreign Policy, a full scale protection is guaranteed to
the Sri Lankan mission in Norway. Oslo still claims to
be in touch with Tigers and active in the old peace
process as one of the Co-chairs.

Norwegian introduction of Selvarasa Pathmanathan,
Chi ef of t he newl y set
International Affairs, who is also wanted by the
Interpol, to UN office is not in the liking of Sri Lanka
and the Lankan Diaspora. It is time, the Norwegian
Government come to senses and be diplomatic at this
crucial juncture.

Information or misinformation is powerful and vigor-
ous. Responsible media and websites should act in a
more responsible manner when carrying out pro LTTE
propaganda in the interest of peaceful resolution to
the war on combating of
has written a lengthy article based on the following
contention, AThe present
hostilities between controlled forces, the Tigers are
fighting a war of session in a lawful manner, against
the Sinhala Chauvinist Government.

\V

Hard realities

He has taken Kosovo, Cambodia, Uganda, Chechnya
Tibet, and Quebec which are completely different and
distorted facts, into account. But let us face hard facts
and realities though they are bitter and sad to listen
to. Still Norway, USA, UK and some Western countries
speak in similar voice which is worrying notwithstand-
ing that the LTTE has been declared the most feared
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and ruthless terrorist organization in the world which is
now on the run and boxed to a few square kilometres.

The 30 years of unwanted war started by a group of
misguided Tamil youth has resulted in the destruction
of public property worth trillions and cost lives of
hundreds of thousands of civilians including world
leaders.

It is a potential threat to the world peace and security
of the region. The good news is the President and
Foreign Minister work hard taking Sri Lanka to the
peak, despite lukewarm assistance from most of our
missions abroad. Mexican Vice Minister Gomez Ralanda
has assured the Sri Lankan Foreign Secretary, that Sri
Lanka will not be figured in the agenda of the UN
Security Council.

Strategic meeting

It is good news and the meeting of President
Rajapaksa with President Gaddafi of Libya is a very
smart and strategic meeting as Libya will be the next
Chairman of the Security Council.

This shows we are in the correct track. We speak with
gratitude the decisions of USSR, China and few more
countries resisting the attempted anti-Sri Lanka
resolutions and warn the Western countries and
missions in Sri Lanka not to push us away from
non-aligned foreign policy rejuvenated by our Foreign
Policy.

It is the time to show maturity and diplomacy in our

dealings. We are in one of the main crossroads in our
history and it is the time to play our cards well and

intelligently, in this diplomatic cold war.

The LTTE has installed civilians as a human shield and
some speaks of their safety and not of who are
responsible of the plight of the innocent civilians.

The International Community should urge the LTTE
who are boxed in a small strip to be realistic and lay
down arms to embrace the democratic process.

We urge the Norwegian Government to initiate the
process of reconciliation by urging the LTTE to free the
trapped civilians in the interest of the world peace to
which the LTTE has become a main threat.

Right to defend the Nation is a collective

AHuman Righto

The charter of the United Nations was established in
pl ace of the ALeague of

effective world origination, as consequence of the
United Nations conference on International
Organizations held at San Francisco was brought into
force on Oct 24, 1945 with high expectations.

One of the main ai ms of
succeeding generation from the scourge of war, and to
employ international mechanisms for the promotion of
economic and social advancement of all the peoples. It
gives the right for members to defend themselves,
based on self-defence.

This right is being exercised by the powerful and rich
nations. It was used in Kuwait and Iraqgi wars waged by
powerful and interested states mainly for the control of
AOILO which is in short s

Sixty years hence things have changed, but not the
UN, though it is evident that it is an ailing and
ineffective organization, including mechanisms adopted
for protecting, preventing, preserving and promoting
human rights.

Small and large scale violations worldwide are rampant,
especially in the rich and developed countries on
minorities and immigrants.

They are economically powerful and do not give
priority to economic or human rights but concentrate
on ideologies and theories of political rights of the state
and individuals.

Report

The most recent Amnesty International report indicates
almost all the so-called developed nations. Leaders of
human rights campaigns are criticizing less developed
countries struggling to feed their people due to mass
exploitation by few nations. Living in glass-houses they
set-up targets and benchmarks on human rights for
poorer and less developed states.

In a war on terror truth is the main casualty while the
international reporting is a lucrative industry. It is a
sorry state that some of our journalists sell the nation
for pounds, dollars and few euros!
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They have picked-up Sri Lanka, because it is a soft
target and an easy prey. The propaganda machine of
the LTTE and its front organizations are definitely on a
better footing compared to the government
propaganda machine due to their vigorous and
committed network worldwide.

The President, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
Minister of Human Rights are successfully engaged in
a lonely battle against the mass propaganda, mass
wealth and power of international and local NGOs
backed by LTTE front organizations infiltrated into
most International organizations, including the United
Nations.

It is high time our missions worldwide keep pace with
the modern trends and assist the President and the
government to win the propaganda war and the
adverse propaganda by LTTE front organizations.

AHuman Right Il ndustryo i
demand unlimited funds from the UN and member
states for trips abroad, holidays, and a quality of life
with less commitments, minimum effort and
investment.

UN is governed and controlled by five self-appointed
(1945) world powers whose power is diminishing and
fading away. Today other countries such as India,
China and Japan are emerging fast as new world
powers with tiger economies and other developments
in all other areas.

Human rights protecting mechanism of the UN is old,
feeble, and archaic. Apart from the Charter which itself
is a Human Rights instrument, the other remaining
instruments are the Universal Deceleration on Human
Rights, which is only a guideline on the concept and
theory of human rights.

The High Commissioner for Human Rights which has
been proved ineffective and the Human Rights Council
which is not properly functioning are two main
mechanisms in the UN system.

USA under protest has not voted for the establishment
of the Human Rights Council and not taken part in the
deliberations or contests for membership since its in-
ception. These are talk-shops as a reputed and re-
spected academic has noted in his writings.

S

Our main contender on the election campaign was our
friendly Pakistan which has been a military regime from
the independence to date with few breaks, but backed
by powerful Muslim states and governed by Muslim
Law.

We received sufficient votes for membership, but due
to a technicality we could not be re -elected to the
Council. It is not a loss to us as to that extent as the

Council was not taken seriously by the United States by
objecting to the establishment of the body initially and

not taking part in its deliberations since then to date.

Publicity

The local media and the Opposition have given lot of
publicity and are jubilant over the loss of membership
in the Council for Sri Lanka. We should and could have
won the election if we were united as a Nation.

It is worrying news to the nation. But the good news

f? sriMBnka i€ withi® & & Sagls! the lWtorld Bt
Organization unanimously elected our Health Minister,
Hon Nimal Siripala de Silva as the Chairman of the
Executive Committee, which is the governing body of
the worldwide health organization - the only south
Asian elected to this prestigious post, which has about
a 1500 paid staff and 193 member countries.

This indeed is a credit to the Nation, and a personal
achievement of the Minister as a result of untiring
commitments in the capacity of the Health Minister
over a long period. He was so magnanimous for
quoting that this is not a personal victory for him but a
victory of the President and the people of Sri Lanka.

But our local media and NGOs have completely
soft-pedalled this important news to us. This victory is

an indication of the recognition and acceptance of our

position as an experienced and a senior member of the
family of nations.

Today there are concerns by some member states and
non-governmental organizations about the Human
Rights situation in Sri Lanka that it is not in line with
international standards. But the fact remains that Sri
Lanka has the most advanced and accessible people
friendly system in the world.

The mechanisms and the procedures are detailed,
effective and at times overlapping as well.
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The main organizational structures on the human right
mechanisms are as follows:

(1) Human Rights Commission (2) Court system -
especially Supreme Court exercising fundamental
rights jurisdiction/other inferior courts and tribunals

( 3) Ombudsman (4) Attorney General (5) Petition

system to the Parliament (6) Petition to the President
(7) Non-Governmental Organizations ( 8) Minister of
Human Rights and Disaster Management (9) Media -
TV, Radio, Print Media (10) Legal Aid/Consumer
Affairs/BASL legal aid (11) Organization of

Professionals and Bar Association of Sri Lanka and

other professional bodies (12) Political Parties (13)
Trade Union Movement.

Human Rights Commission is a powerful independent
body appointed by the President on the
recommendation of the Constitutional Council. Out of 5
members appointed, the Chainman is the Chief
Executive and currently held by a Supreme Court
Judge. Powers of HRC are enormous. It has the power
to investigate, intervene, and award money, make
orders, conduct research and study on Human Rights.

The Supreme Court could direct matters for
consideration by the Commission and the Commission
too may refer matters to the Supreme Court, if it is
established that the matter is within the preview of the
Supreme Court. The process is free and less compli-
cated.

Lavish

Legal aid system is lavish in giving assistance to needy
citizens.

Commission is conducting a hot line for emergencies.
Fundamental Rights jurisdiction is easy and less
expensive to explore with the help of legal aid
schemes and junior lawyers gradually entering into the
field. Most of the NGOs are making use of this process
for their publicity based on public interest litigation
which attracts their international investors.

The aggrieved party has access to the Ombudsman
who is empowered to inquire into and settle matter
referred to. The Attorney General is expected to take
steps on any grievance, if there is a request to that
effect from a citizen. Petition system to the Parliament
is also effective. It is processed and steps are taken to
rant redress to the aggrieved party.

Presidential Office is geared to respond to the
grievances of citizens including violation of human
rights and case workers are appointed to help any
injustice and violation of rights. Heavily funded Non

- governmental organizations are extremely active with
hot lines for disappearances and close links with local
and world media.

Even a trivial matter in any corner of North and East
and matters pertaining to war on terror reaches the
world media in few seconds! This is a sorry state as we
need balanced reporting in this crucial moment. The
Minister for Human Rights is active and available with a
hot line and number of case workers, and an able staff.

It gives protection and confidence to those who need

assistance. Media in Sri Lanka is very vibrant and
aggressive. They exercise the freedom to protest,
pointing the finger at the security forces on every trivial

matter in this complex situation when there is a large

number of other interested parties and groups active
legally and otherwise.

There are lots of accusations on disappearances and
assaults on journalists. This is not a satisfactory
situation but it is inevitable in a war on terror. All the
disappearances and assaults and all kinds of violations
are given wide publicity and accounted for as a human
right violation by the security forces.

The information is promptly transmitted worldwide. TV
and print media are very prompt in collecting
information and transmitting them to the interesting

parties. Sorry state is that the LTTE atrocities are
downplayed and no equal publicity is given for some
reason. This is proof that defenders of rights are active
in Sri Lanka, well-funded and represented.

The only presumption we can arrive at, is the
enormous finding ability of LTTE which throws funds
lavishly to anybody anywhere to achieve their targets.
They are powerful enough to buy anybody anywhere
including the journalists worldwide. Even the BBC
Sinhala Service works hard to trace sensational and
mouth-watering news to give publicity worldwide. The
Legal Aid Commission and the Legal Aid Foundation of
the Bar Association entertain applications on human

rights violations and offer assistance.
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The Organization of Professionals as a body helps the
aggrieved parties and maintains a file to help citizens.
Consumer Affairs is in the forefront protecting the
rights of consumers which is a fundamental right. It
published three full pages every week in all three
media for the last two years and today reduced to only
a Tamil page. Consumers are of the view that it is high
time to start other two pages as a matter of urgency
as consumerism is in the top of the agenda and it is a
basic human right.

Political parties and Trade Unions are guardians of the
citizens and take over the grievances of citizens.

Very few are aware of our excellent human rights
mechanisms which are not found anywhere in the
world. The best examples are United Kingdom, United
States and European Union Countries where legal aid
and litigation aid is not as accessible and vibrant as
ours.

In the UK the aggrieved party must seek the
assistance of a Solicitor for litigation which is very
expensive. Nowadays legal aid is not easily available
and there is hardly any other mechanism or ways for
redress for human rights grievances.

In the United Kingdom one has to pass through many
hurdles for legal aid, without which litigation is not

possible as it is so expensive and complicated. It is so
simple, straight and effective in Sri Lanka.

The system in other parts of the world has not
provided easy access as in Sri Lanka. In the United
Kingdom one has access to
for advice but to obtain an appointment from them is
so hard as they are so busy and rigid.

They may refer to a Solicitor for steps to get through

these procedures again. And they in turn refer matters

to a solicitor again. No similar or parallel organization
to Human Right Commission is available in the West or
in any developing country. In USA litigation is based
on insurance schemes and an ordinary citizen has no
free and easy access as in Sri Lanka.

In France, Italy or in other western countries there is
no proper mechanism to seek redress for violation of
human rights as accessible and peoplefriendly as in
Sri Lanka. It is the same in other parts of the world

There is a war on terror in the country to suppress the

terror activities of the most powerful and ruthless

terrorist organization in the world. It is not possible to

maintain international standards during a war situation
This is the case in Iraqi, Afghanistan, Gaza Strip and
other war zones.

Today the East in Sri Lanka is completely liberated. We
have withessed a remarkable transformation of a child
solider to a powerful Chief Minister. There is also
terrorist turned -politician transformed into a pious and
Cabinet Minister in the Cabinet performing a yeomen
service.

Indian-modeled state power is given to a group of
ethnically mixed Ministers headed by a powerful Tamil
Chief Minister, a fact of reality readily and willingly
accepted by the South and the Clergy. The Press is free
and news is uneven.

AAbducted Chil d -poéticalmatier bud
many such issues are give
nort h heayvy-littearsnaiaférrmation s §iven

that it is LTTE who are responsible for the attacks on
civilians.. The press should be more responsible and
impartial.

Franchise is a collective human right without which
individual human rights will not be protected.
Therefore, it is the duty of the media and those
interested in the welfare of the citizens to promote
collective human rights, by promoting the 13th
amendment which is the vehicle for good governance
&ndl équar rgtsdfer the owthi amdb theyEasBwihicle aaeu| s
the areas in question.

The main reason for the escalation of war on terror is

based on demands for collective and individual human
rights in the East and North in which the majority is

Tamil. In Colombo too the majority population is Tamil

and all races and groups live in harmony. Colombo
Mayor is a Muslim and the deputy is a Tamil. Majority
of the Leading businesses and properties in Colombo
belong to Tamils and Muslims.

These are facts readily and happily accepted by the
Sinhala minority! They must have the right to defend
the nation from terrorists and terrorist activities at any
cost in the interest of the majority of the inhibitions.
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Towards a border free world

Over 7,000 people moved out of Africa 70,000 years
ago, when Indian Ariyan migration took place 6,000
years ago. After the world war Jewish immigration
took place across Europe, due to the Holocaust and in
the 20th century 20 million were resettled.

Convention and Protocol on Refugees came into force
in order to protect and regularise the refugees seeking
asylum in host countries.

They targeted rich countries with political interests
and responsibilities and parties to most international
conflicts responsible for ending the citizens as state-
less and refugees. The United Kingdom which is a
main world power has been one of the main targets
for refugees.

Is it legal, moral or in conformity with the interna-

tional relations to question the (interview) the Chief
Legal Advisor to the government to ascertain whether
he is a genuine visitor in terms of the immigration
rules which are as follows.

Visitors who are Visa nationals (immigration rules in
the United Kingdom) have to obtain "Entry Clearance”
from a British High Commission before travelling to
the United Kingdom.

Immigration rules on a visitor states that the person
intend to travel into the country as a visitor must be
(1)genuinely seeking entry (2)intend to leave (3)not
intend to take employment (4)not intend to study (5)

maintain and accommodate without recourse to public
funds and able to meet the cost of onward and return
journey. In order to ascertain these requirements the
immigration officers have been vested with enormous
discretionary powers.

Genuineness

Immigration officers are expected to be officers well

versed in the local conditions, environment and with a
sound general knowledge in ascertaining the genuine-
ness of the prospective visitor. The task and the duty
of the immigration officer is to be satisfied that the

visitor is a genuine visitor and will definitely return.

There are over six million refugees worldwide and to
the United Kingdom, Sri Lanka is a main refugee

producing country with a large number of refugees
claiming asylum based on the Refugee Convention to
which UK is a signatory.

Migration has taken place from time immemorial, of
people and animals. Migration takes place for
greener pastures and for a better life. USA, Canada and
Australia are new countries with new immigrants from
other parts of the world - especially the West who
mercilessly hunted locals for land. As a result of naval
power the West migrated to other part of the world.

Boat people took great risks of life in looking for a
better life somewhere unknown. Immigration has
become a lucrative business coupled with drugs; arms
trade, human smuggling and terrorism which are
interconnected.

Exploitation

Unscrupulous, immigration advisors worldwide, exploit
innocent would be immigrants who are prepared to risk
their property, the wealth and themselves. Unqualified
and ill-disciplined immigration advisors in Sri Lanka
misdirect and put immigrants into difficulties.

The immigration advisors in the United Kingdom are
regulated and regularised. There are harrowing stories
of the conduct of and exploitation by so-called
immigration advisors here whose advertisements are
found in Sunday newspapers and other electronic
media.

Immigrant families are dumped in various parts of the

world and cheated by unscrupulous immigration
advisors and racketeers and human smugglers. Steps
should be taken to monitor and discipline Immigration

Advisors.

There is a rush and a demand to settle down in the
West by the Asian and African citizens.

During the colonisation process migration was easy as
the colonial masters wanted labour for their industries

and development, without which they could not have

become rich and powerful.

British are one of the main colonisers who encouraged
and invited subjects of the colonies to migrate.

The British underground was mainly built and main-
tained to date with the help of citizens of the African
countries. Dockyard was mainly built with the help of

Bangladeshi citizens and for all other developments for
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Britain to be a world power is due to the direct
contribution of the immigrants.

In many other capitals in the West the situation is the
same or similar. In France, Spain, and other powerful
countries too subjects migrated to the mainland for a
better life or out of compulsion. They learnt the
language, way of life and assimilated into the normal
life and became productive citizens.

There are students, professionals and employees in
large numbers in the West from Asia, Africa and
worldwide; without them it is difficult to run the main
capitals. In London the petrol stations are mainly
manned by Asian students.

Most hospitals are manned by Asians and the current
trend is employment of EU professionals due to recent
moves to give preference to EU citizens.

The procedure is generally similar in the West and EU
where there is a system of giving points in the
selection process. UK encourages educated, qualified
immigrants to settle down or employs them on a
temporary basis.

There is still a shortage of skilled and professionals in
the UK. There is a work permit scheme and a scheme
for highly skilled migrants to make the United Kingdom
their home. Genuine students are encouraged to study
in the UK, as without foreign students the UK universi-
ties will find it difficult to exist for want of funds.

The Government provides only part of the funds and it
is their duty to find the balance from foreign students.
On the other hand it is a main foreign exchange
earner.

The UK is in need of educated professionals and
encourages would be immigrants to make United
Kingdom their home or to serve on a temporary basis.
As a result of fierce competition, the borders were
strictly controlled and immigration rules came into
force in most countries.

The structure set up by the Immigration Act 1971 in

the United Kingdom paved the way for the
Immigration Act in Sri Lanka as well, which is still in
the formative stages whereas in the UK the act is fast
growing out of sheer necessity.

The writer is a Solicitor in England and Wales - Chair-
man Movement for Justice and Equality and a former
Secretary of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka's foreign policy

The Foreign Policy of a country is a set of rules that
seems to outline the behaviour of a particular country
and how it interacts with other countries and
international organisations. This mainly depends on
internal, external, political and the "global, economic
and political considerations".

Foreign Policy should be compatible with all forms of
internal, political and economic considerations
therefore special emphasis is given in the area of
foreign policy in any form of Government. Sri Lanka
needs this badly due to anti Sri Lanka propaganda
within and outside. Good image is based on the
conduct of the Head of State and Government in
power. Sometimes outside powers rock the boat due to
international politics and petty considerations.

Generally the Head of State formulates and implements
foreign policy depending on the political and economic
climate of the day. Generally the foreign policy of a
State is not static and confined to narrow goals. There
were discussions recently about the foreign policy of Sri
Lanka today in the present political and economic
climate.

It is clearly stated in Mahinda Chintana which is
implemented by the Head of the State based on the
policy and his personality amongst the family of
nations. Mahinda Chintana briefly gives an outline of
the policy as follows:

"I will continue Sri Lanka's non-aligned foreign policy.
During the last four years we witnessed the benefits of
maintaining friendly relations with India, Japan, China,
Pakistan and other Asian countries. | am committed to
continue these friendly relations in the political,
economic, defence, trade and cultural arena.

| will ensure that Sri Lanka abides by the global treaties
and agreements on environmental and climate change
and will strengthen Sri Lanka's ties with the UN
Agencies.

I will maintain the dignity of my country in foreign
relations and will initiate a new program to forge
relations with countries.”

Countries and regional institutions are as selfish as
individuals and the policy depends on the interest of

the peoples of the respective nation or the
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organisation. Sometimes legislation too formulates and
directly and indirectly implements foreign policy.

Indian foreign policy

Indian foreign policy is somewhat static and firm
irrespective of change of power as the administrative
machinery traditionally protects the policies and
interests in the interest of the nation. India is
extremely successful in managing her foreign policy. In
India governments may change but not necessarily the
foreign policy. In Sri Lanka it is not so. It varies from
government to government. Always the United
National Party tends to be pro West and the SLFP is a
non aligned and friendly with all.

US foreign policy

In the United States it is the President who formulates

and implements foreign policy. As a world power and
self-appointed world policeman. USA's foreign policy is
subjected to greater scrutiny by the entire world and

plays a main role in world economies and politics.

The attitude of the USA towards Afghanistan which is
the newest member of the SAARC group and lIraq
which is still in turmoil are matters which concern our
member states and the region directly and indirectly.

In the United Kingdom it is the Prime Minister who
formulates and implements the foreign policy as in
France, and many EU and other countries.

In the former USSR too it was the President who was
responsible directly for the foreign policy. National
security, world security, economic prosperity.

Peace

Ideological goals and more importantly peace and
wars depend on the foreign policy considerations of
States and international organisations.

The pronouncement of President Mahinda Rajapaksa
in public forums and Mahinda Chintana is complete
and exhaustive. It has proved that Sri Lankan
President is an emerging world leader and Sri Lanka
continues to be a major player in the international

arena being a very senior respectable member of the
United Nations. Sri Lankan President has not strictly
deviated from the policy adopted by Madam
Bandaranaike, who managed it well in the 1970s.
Today it is the new world with no cold war and the

creation of the global village as a result of the
unprecedented and amazing Ecom developments that
have transformed the entire social, political and
economic fabric of the world.

President Mahinda is friendly, warm and realistic . He
has become a main player in the politics of the Chess
Game within a short spell of time. Foreign Policy of
the country depends on the conduct and behaviour of
the leader, his reputation and charisma. Mrs. Banda-
ranaike made us a respectable and active member of
the world family and her relations with India was

excellent.

She settled Kachchativu and Indo-SL dispute amicably
using her personal connections with India. So are the
conduct and relations of President Mahinda with India
and the Indian leaders despite venomous anti Sri
Lankan propaganda by our own misguided opposition
and some non governmental organisations.

President Rajapaksa who is lovable and popular
among the family of states, has adopted his own way
and style using his charisma and personal charm
which is a great gift to the nation. He has realised that
we need honest and genuine friends in need.

Warm relations

Closewarm friendships and relations with Iran, Japan,
Pakistan, China, Russia, UK and EU are well done and
well thought of. He addresses world gatherings at
ease and without a script unlike Blair or Brown.

Every human being and nation consisting of humans is
selfish and has their own agenda in the interests of
their citizens. Therefore, it is natural that Indo -Sri
Lankan relations have difficult periods. Every nation
has internal issues and the priority should be given to
their own citizens. But to the credit of both nations
nowhere during the long history India ever invaded Sri
Lanka completely though there were provincial rulers
who partially invaded for short periods. We inherited
religion, culture and many other values and sources of
developments mainly from our big brother for which
we are ever grateful. Even the 1987 episode could
have been avoided and we handled it properly based
on a firm and correct foreign policy sounded on trust,
confidence and goodwill.

The Indian central government depends for their
existence on Tamil Nadu which is one of the largest
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provinces and generally the deciding factor of any
government always hands on the balance of power of
the provinces. Tamil Nadu has 32 seats out of 552 in
the Lok Sabha and has a say on the Central
Government and governance in general. Dravidian
parties organized themselves since 1916 by forming a
welfare association in Tamils which subsequently
changed to a political union.

Buddhism and Hinduism

In 1944 Dravidian Kazhagam party was formed and
today it has split into many sub groups and is in power

in turns mainly as leading actors in the forefront.

"Muran" and many powerful dynasties (C265-238BC)
never thought of invading Sri Lanka though the

provinces had their own struggles, differences and
bloody wars. They left Sri Lanka alone for thousands
of years. Buddhism and Hinduism have been the most
valuable Indian contributions to Sri Lanka which has
developed close bonds in all respects. Both Sri Lanka
and India are tolerant and secular nations where the

citizens enjoy ideals of modern democratic principles
which are similar to traditional ideals practised for

thousands and thousands of years.

Even closest family members at times are faced with
minute differences. Therefore it is natural that both
countries have at times strained their close friendly
bonds due to mismanagement of foreign policy; mostly
by us. In India governments may change but not the
foreign policy and the system of administration. But on
the whole the relations between the two countries
were extremely cordial.

King Asoka

King Asoka sent his son Mahinda and daughter
Sangamitta as emissaries to propagate Buddhism in Sri
Lanka. Sri Lankan King Devanampiyatissa though they
had not met has been a close friend of King Asoka
who conquered the whole of India. He did not want to
conquer Sri Lanka due to the close friendship with King
Tissa.

King Asoka was not a happy man due to the large
number of massacres and devastations as a result of
war. He led a disturbed life wanting mental rest and
peace when he came across Nigroda Samanera
(Novice Bhikkhu) walking along the road happily and
peacefully accepting food offered by the public.

He invited the Samanera to his palace and requested
him to sit in a proper seat. The Samanera sat on the
King's Chair being the most suitable position to a per-
son who has shed all worldly ties.

The King was extremely happy and embraced
Buddhism and spent the rest of his life for the

propagation of Buddhism and the peaceful way of life.

Indo-Sri Lanka relations, since then have been
excellent. Mr. and Mrs. Bandaranaike during their
regimes developed strong political and personal bonds
between the two countries, leaders and their families.

Today Sri Lankan President has also developed strong
personal and political bonds between the two countries

and leaders.

Cautious and diplomatic

President Rajapaksa has been extremely cautious and
diplomatic in dealing with the power blocks interested
primarily in their interest especially in the volatile and
uncertain world politics and economy which crumbled
with no notice facing them with the most disastrous
recession ever. South Asia and Sri Lanka were less
affected due to their simplicity and management of
their own affairs based on Home Grown solutions.

The response from the USA senate is wonderfutthat
they cannot afford to lose Sri Lanka - and it is time
they realize we should not be drifted toward a political
block out of sheer necessity. It is time the diplomatic
community of the West and USA in Sri Lanka should
play a safe game to maintain and enhance good
relations with Sri Lanka without being interested in
local politics however interesting it is.

President honoured

Award Honorius Causa Doctorate from the People's
Friendship University of Russia on President Rajapaksa
is the zenith of his achievement for the conduct of
international affairs from the assumption of the office
as the President of Sri Lanka four years ago.

It is to his credit and respect to the nation that the
sixth and the most rare honour of awarding the
prestigious academic excellence on peace was awarded
for the services rendered to mankind by eliminating the
terror outfit to the disbelief and surprise of the Global
Community. Wall Street Journal of USA reported in the
speech of President Al
future success relies on lasting peace.
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Eradication of terrorism was an important milestone in
that process, but the nation needs to be bound by a
common purpose. My new government will address the
genuine grievances of all communities and foster the
enforcement of equal rights for all".

It was during the last few days of the end of the terror
regime that maximum pressure was exerted to
President Rajapaksa by the Western leaders, EU, USA,
UN, and a number of powerful NGOs wanted to stop
the war on terror and enter into the same old peace
process that failed and "Hell" in Sri Lanka at the cost of
hundreds of thousands of human lives and destruction
of trillions of rupees of national wealth.

India, China, USSR, Middle East, Africa and the Sri
Lankan expatriate community stood firmly with
President Rajapaksa and Sri Lanka isolating USA, UK
and EU with NGOs and Inter Governmental organiza-
tions depending on public and UN funds, which is proof
of the successful conduct of international affairs based
on Mahinda Chintana and his own style on the process
of dealing with the international community, which is
reiterated in Mahinda Chintana.

President's conduct

President's conduct as a leader of a country with an
unstable and volatile political and war situation during
the war on terror has been exemplary cautious, well
planned and well thought of. It is difficult to satisfy the
political agenda of the complicated world political
groupings, UN and Non-governmental organizations and
the Sri Lankan policy while maintaining the vision,
identity and the interest of the Nation with a minority
government representing different political and ethnic
groups with difficult, different and unattainable
demands. Every mission to meet world leaders was with
purpose and vision. Leading a trade mission to China
he leading political and economic power in the near
uture, meeting the President of Iran when we had fuel
hortages, meeting President Gadaffi when he was
bout to be appointed to Chair the Human Rights
ommittee when UN and INGOs were trailing us to deal
nternationally, hosting of SAARC which was enhanced
nd strengthened close ties with India and the SAARC
ountries just before the last lap of the end of terror
here we were blessed with the group of SAARC and
ther regional organizations attended the summit as
bservers. Address the UN and taking part in
ternational forums such as the address to the

Oxford students union in the United Kingdom
strengthened President international stature as an
emerging world leader leading a fair cross section of the
human community in the globe.

International relations of a Nation depend on the vision,

conduct, personality and the conduct of diplomacy of
the Chief Executive in the world family representing the
Nation region and the world in international forums and

dealing with world leaders and international
organizations. Successful world leaders had their own
style of conducting international affairs in the

international arena. Nehru, Chou En Lai, Indira Ghandi,
Tony Blair, Putin, Bush, Obama and other leading and
charismatic world leaders on assuming power changed
the foreign policy of the country according to the

current needs of the day.

In India the foreign policy is streamlined as it is very

slowly and rarely the policy deviates from the

mainstream due to their discipline and rigidity in foreign

affairs administration and governance. In Sri Lanka
foreign policy deviations are marked and effective.

S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike brought about a complete
change in foreign policy after Sir John Kotalawela's
policy which was modified to non-alignment by Madam
Sirimavo Bandaranaike until J.R. Jayewardene again
changed the policy to a mixture of pro West and non -
alignments. Rajapaksa government is victorious with a
unique foreign policy unique to Mahinda Rajapaksa's
"International Personality" which is basically non-
alignment with modifications based on the realities on

international economic and world order in the fast

changing new world of Information Technology which

has changed our globe to a borderless modern and
wonderful world.

President is unique

Uniqueness of President Rajapaksa is the non
negotiability in main issues such as unitary nature of
the State, sovereignty, equality among Nations, sover-
eignty of the Nation and the people , love and respect
to Motherland, equality and impartiality towards all the
citizens sans differences, and service to the brethren
based on equality and with respect to all modes and
norms of individual and collective Human Rights.

Despite the excellent relations with the world family the
worrying factor is the misunderstanding of some west-
ern countries and INGOs due to vigorous campaign by
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powerful pro-LTTE elements which are fast disintegrat-
ing. President Rajapaksa has friendship of the
intention of mending fences with the West with his

charm and diplomatic which has been proved success-
ful. He has secured the trend skill or the Eastern block
including the Central Asia, Middle East with Iran and
other Oil Rich, Africa, small orbital nations around

USA, and of course the two emerging world powers
China and USSR which were instrumental in bailing us
out when we were in danger of being interrogated by

the UN on false and malicious LTTE related
propaganda. Nation is confident and prays his next
mission towards the West will be another success story
as has been proved before. President Rajapaksa's
initiation to ensure to abide by global treaties and

agreements on climate change is encouraging when
the world is facing grave danger of slow destruction of

the planet due to unplanned industrialization and

developments.

It is also time for us to review the position with the

Charter of the United Nations established in place of
the League of Nations anticipating a more effective
world organization. It is time for us to be active as
Asians promoting the emerging power India as a
member of the Security Council and to be more close
to SAARC aiming to be "Wonder of Asia".

The writer is the Ambassador for Sri Lanka in the
United Arab Emirates.

UK-Sri Lanka ties at peak

Sri Lanka has been a distinct sovereign State until
British conquered us and ruled for over 150 years. It is
an international crime to colonise another sovereign
State. But it is the order of the era where the naval

power at the time dominated the world with the law of

the jungle.

We had problems with Portuguese, Dutch previously
but for some unexplained reason we were never under
mighty India though we are so close to each other. Our
relations with India have been throughout excellent.

Our great religions, Languages, culture and breeding
ere mainly originated from India. Currently President
Mahinda Rajapaksa maintains excellent political and
personal relationships with the Indian Government and
he leaders.Had Great Britain not colonised us there
ibility for us to be under

Some super power - may be Japanese, Muslim or
French as a colony but certainly Britain is the best out
of the Athend internat:i
and Maldives Islands one time had been Buddhist
Countries converted after conquering by Muslim Coun-
tries.

Excellent relations
British conquered us for a different purpose but left us
with English language, Administrative machinery, Legal
system, system of Governance and of course cricket
among many other things.

Our relations with the United Kingdom since independ-
ence have been excellent.

The Sri Lankan High Commission in the UK was offi:
cially opened on October 2, 1948, and was the second
overseas Mission to be opened by Sri Lanka and the
first Embassy to start operating after she gained Inde-

pendence from Britain which today is housed in a glam-

orous palace in Hyde Park in a leasehold premise.

Sri Lankads major exports
industrial products and also include pearl, machinery,
sea food, bicycles and so
ond largest market and third largest Foreign Direct In-
vestor.

There is a large number of companies operating in Sri
Lanka with large investments. It is the largest tourism

market for Sri Lanka accounting for 20% of the coun-

tries6 tourist arrivals a
ings. It is the single largest single source of tourists
visiting Sri Lanka from EU.

Tolerant society

United Kingdom has limited resources, but continues to
be a world power and economic giant. It facilitates
trade and offers investors and industrialists the soil and
resources for business and industries.

It maintains the internationalised political atmosphere
to attract investors and rich nations- especially the
Middle East. It is a haven and base for international
organisations and political movements.

It generously gives shelter to any and many political
leaders, thereby demanding confidence and goodwill
to maintain the country as a fertile arena for invest-
ment and business. It is a tolerant society and a safe
haven for many ethnic groups, especially from former

colonies. 30
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Extortion

Sri Lankans in the United Kingdom consist of approxi-
mately 600,000 according to guess work by some
groups, the majority of which belongs to the Tamil
community. Initially Sri Lankans migrated as
professionals and subsequently as refugees after the
North and East issue.

Tamil Diaspora too uses British tolerance and goodwill
to propagate adverse propaganda against Sri Lanka in
order to tarnish the image of the country mainly in
order to help the asylum seekers who require spicy
propaganda in order to justify their refugee claims.

Refugee claim is based on
in which the signatory nations are bound to respect the
optional protocol and give protection to those who are
persecuted by respective governments on the grounds
of politics, race, religion or ethnicity.

British relations with Sri Lanka and leaders have always
been excellent. British A
the former Prime Minister blasted Kittu - a senior
member of the LTTE when he requested Mrs Thatcher
to help the LTTE in their battle for a separate State.

The banner headline article and main front page lead in
the Sunday Observer of October 7, 1990, was written
by the Lake House Correspondent/ veteran and senior
Journalist Reggie Fernando from London which stated:
The British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has flatly
rejected an appeal for help by the Tamil Tigers.

Instead she slammed them. This shows how close and
friendly the UK leaders are with our country and the
leadership.

British Shadow Defence Secretary Liam Fox has called
pon the international community to contribute to Sri
ankan development especially as the government has
een able to liberate the East from the clutches of

t Buet

President has been very warm and cordial. The Leader

of the Opposition embraced our President and pledged
unreserved support in the war on terror. Our Presi-
dent s proposals at the clom
were accepted and steps are being taken to implement.

dent Rajapaksabs speec
convincing. | have been following the speeches of
many world leaders as a student of politics/
international law and relations- especially of Margaret
Thatcher, John Major, Smith, Tony Blair and Prime Min-
ister Brown.

Presi

Against terror

iCoayiedénon Mafh i helfau greag sad
good as or better than any other world leaders. Unlike
Tony Blair he speaks without a script on the chosen and
given subject.

The Meeting of President Mahinda Rajapaksa and his
delegation with the British Prime Minister has been very
suacessful. MrdByownfisMivayg agairestt terrof and everh e
ready to suppress terror. He successfully brought legis-
lation to detain terror suspects over 42 days without a
charge.

Guardian (UK) states under the headline - A Swe elp i
new powers i n t-MSecretargof State forie r
the Home Department David Blunkett is expected to
publish his proposals on a new system for trying terror-

ist suspects when he responds formally to the Newton
Committee set up to review his powers under the Anti
Terrorism Crime Security act 2001.

In the speech by the Sri Lanka Foreign Minister he
summed up and summarised the history, current situa-
tion historical cultural and all other bonds and connec-
tions between both nations.

May | quote a part of the speech which speaks thou-

) t the di hosted by the Carton Club sand words on the subject| a
errorism at the dinner hoste e Carlton Club - an . .
. ) y has been proscribed here and also in the EU but they
ffiliate of the Conservative Party of the UK when
i ) _ ) mushroom through fronts even reIrgpus and chantable
oreign Minister delivered t cP In p e t%
. , orgamsatlons and you nee to help us deal with this
andate for democracy over terrorism in the East of Sri
. challen e Somet|mes your country is preoccupled wrth
ankabo It was packed to ca]ep% ty ny l|5
. . ) the c Ienge from AI Queda errorism but as my resr-
inisters and members of British Parliament. | had the
) : . dent stated in his address to the UN General Assembly
pportunity to witness the brilliant speech by the o .
i . ) ) i Il ast year ATerrorism any | wl
oreign Minister with pin drop silence by the . .
) ) nothran good in terrorism
udience. The meeting of oDWaV| amerotnhavvtrtoh our
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An
diplomacy

effort at brevity,

sympathy and

President Raj apaksafs Vis
Assembly to address the M
significant and timely. Currently, he is the most popu-
lar and sought after President the world was eager to
listen to, the brave emerging world leader who has
crushed the most ruthless and dreadful terrorist
organisation which the world thought could not be
crushed militarily. The first meeting after the success
of the humanitarian operation is definitely significant
to the world, world peace and development. The
speech delivered by President Mahinda Rajapaksa at
the 65th United Nations General Assembly is well
crafted which opined that the UN an important
mechanism in ensuring cooperation between States
and a forum for discussion between sovereign States.

He spoke on International Humanitarian Law and non
-State actors and the present challenges before the
emerging and developing States and world powers. Sri
Lanka is a very senior and a respected Member of the
family of nations respected by the other nations for
high standards of education and diplomacy. The
President has become an emerging world leader
having led one fourth of the globe as the past head of
the SAARC nations and currently leading a powerful
group of nations as the Head of G-15. President
Rajapaksab6s achievements i
after the humanitarian operation are unprecedented.
The world watched the winning of the humanitarian
operation in the North and the East saving 300,000
trapped citizens in disbelief as there was a myth that
terrorism could not be crushed militarily.

Healing wounds

President Rajapaksafs
sympathy, diplomacy with far sights into local and
international issues. He said that the entire focus of
the Sri Lankan nation is now on building lasting peace,
healing wounds, ensuring economic prosperity and
guaranteeing the rights of the whole nation to live in
harmony. His discussions with the Secretary of the
United Nations, Ban kiMoon and other world leaders
on the sidelines have been extremely productive and
useful to Sri Lanka and the whole world. All the
doubts, clarifications, myths and misunderstandings

e

spee

were completely eradi
charm diplomacy, warmth and strategy. He shook
hands with the Norwegian leaders and also friendly

iIetaderst |r(1) all qarﬁseof thEJ y]v?rlg Ve\lhcljch hﬁs c?ni]er(])tends

”ﬂ,?beé\is}i” frieg?ly aqd nglom%ti&tfp%% ig Ois, voy?g%
of taking the nation towards the achieving of the main
object of making Sri Lanka the wonder of Asia. He has
l aid a strong foundati on
tanado which is being used
goal for the prosperity of his people in Sri Lanka and to
provide them with a bright future for which they are
entitled to after having gone through a miserable war

over 30 years.

f

The nation is indebted to President Rajapaksa for his
achievements and stabilising the security and the politi-
cal landscape for the next few hundred decades by
converting Sri Lankan Government to one of the most
powerful and stable governments in Asia. We have
been a member of the United Nations from 1955 which
was formed in 1945 replacing the League of Nations.
Currently the UNO is the only world body for us which
we must protec