
   
   

 

 

 

 

óInternational Humanitarian Law should reflect           
reality of non -state actors in  conflictsô  
 

The entire focus of our nation, is now on building a lasting peace; healing 
wounds, ensuring economic prosperity and guaranteeing the rights of the 

whole nation to live in harmony, stated President Mahinda Rajapaksa    
addressing the United Nations General Assembly at the UN Headquarters 

in New York today (Sep 23). 

       More >> Page  11  
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Our Motto is ñKindness, Compassion and commitmentò 

Text of the speech by      

External Affairs Minister Prof 

G L Peiris M.P. at the China 

Institute of International 

Studies, Beijing on August 

12, 2010. Prof Peiris was 

elected a Distinguished    

Fellow of the Institute  

Sri Lanka, at the time we 

received Independence from 

the British in 1948, was   

regarded as a model for   

economic development in 

the whole Commonwealth. 

We were so described as by 

no less a figure than Li 

Kwan Yu, the architect of 

modern Singapore, in his 

famous autobiography ñThe        

Singapore Story: From Third 

World to Firstò. In that book 

he says that in the early 

years, in his publ ic 

speeches, he used to ask 

the question, why cannot 

Singapore develop like    

Ceylon, as the country was 

then called?  

              More >> Page  15  

Speech of the Deputy Minister of External  

Affairs Hon. Geethanjana Gunawardena  

SAARC Cultural Centre (SCC), Colombo -  Semi-

nar on Rituals, Ethics and Societal Stability in 
the SAARC Region 23 September 2010 at Ceylon 

Continental Hotel  

 

Addressed by Hon. Geetanjana Gunawardena, 
M.P. Minister of External Affairs  
               More >> Page  21  

The text of the speech by Mr. Romesh     

Jayasinghe , the Secretary, Ministry of External 

Affairs. 

It is a privilege to represent the Ministry of External 

Affairs at this peace day observation organized by 

the office of the United Nations Coordinator in Sri 

Lanka. The essence of the United Nations is the  

attainment of peace.  
          More >> Page  23  
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Sarath Wijesinghe, Ambassador of Sri Lanka to 

the United Arab Emirates  
 

United Nations Assembly  
 

Eradicated terrorism  
 

On 24th September 2010 His Excellency Mahinda Raja-

paksa the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka addressed the 65th Session of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations chaired by Dr. Ali Ab-

dullasalam Treki.  His Excellency addressed on the 

economy of Sri Lanka which is developing fast realizing 

the dividends of peace.  Peoples of Sri Lanka are enti-

tled to reap the harvest of the dividends of peace ob-

tained as a result of the dedication, commitment, vision 

and the hard work of His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa 

and the team. Peoples of Sri Lanka  have gone through 

difficult and miserable period  of 30 years under most 

trying  circumstances in the ugly and cruel  hands of 

terrorist and terrorism.  In fact our closest neighbour 

India and the world should be grateful to President Ra-

japaksa for having eradicated the most feared and ruth-

less terrorists in the world.  Today Sri Lankans are free 

to move about and lead their normal lives.   The Nation 

of Sri Lanka the neighbours, especially India and the 

world over should be grateful to President Rajapaksa 

for having eradicated most feared and ruthless terror-

ists in the world completely thereby Sri Lankans are 

free to move about and lead their normal lives.  Today 

the economy is booming, stock market is rising, rate of 

per capita is increasing and  investments are pouring in 

with the confidence of the international and business 

community.   
 

Mahinda Chintana as a vehicle  
 

Proud President Rajapaksa chose to address the assem-

bly at this crucial moment when the world is engulfed 

with a number of international issues in  the other parts 

of the world. It is to our luck that after the tsunami we 

have had no man made or natural disasters and we are 

heading for development on the vehicle óMahinda Chin-

tanaô ï Vision for the future which is directed in the 

manifesto for the development and also future strate-

gies on other areas such as agriculture, education, de-

velopment and foreign policy.   
 

Senior member of the UN  
 

Sri Lanka is a very senior and a respected member of 

the family of nations respected by the other nations for  

high standards of education and diplomacy.  His Excel-

lency has become an emerging world leader having led 

one fourth of the globe as the past head of the SAARC  

Nations and currently leading a powerful group of na-

tions as the head of G-15.  President Mahinda Raja-

paksaôs achievement on the victory of terrorism after 

the humanitarian operation is unprecedented.  The 

world watched the winning of the humanitarian opera-

tion in the North and East  saving 300,000 trapped citi-

zens in disbelief as there was a myth that terrorism 

could not be crushed militarily.     

 

Sri Lanka stable  for next few hundred years  

 

The Nation is indebted to President Rajapaksa for his 

achievements and stabilizing the security and the politi-

cal landscape for the next few hundred decades by 

converting Sri Lankan Government to one of the most 

powerful and stable governments in  Asia.   

 

We have been a member of the United Nations of 1955 

which was formed in 1945 replacing the League of Na-

tions.  Currently the UNO is the only world body for us 

which we must protect and use as a vehicle though 

there is a debate that it should be more active and de-

mocratized.  

 

Debate for changes in the UN  

 

 His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa in his speech at the  

63rd UN General Assembly on 24.09.2008 reiterated the 

need to democratize the United Nations which is a 

prime need today amidst mass killings disappearances 

and atrocities world wide.  The world must condone 

carpet bombing inhuman treatment of other countries 

in the guise of international peace and indirect eco-

nomic colonization of Nations with resources.  People 

who rise above unreasonable atrocities are not popular 

among those interested parties.   

 

Most popular and sought for President  
 

Today President Mahinda Rajapaksa  is one of the most 

popular and sought for emerging leaders of the world 

community who has proved himself to be a leader with 

magnanimity.  His meeting with all the world leaders 

irrespective of any previous misunderstandings created 

by the media is exemplary and indicates high standard  
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Editorial,,,,,,  

of diplomacy.  He has pointed 

out the needs of the current 

changes on international hu-

manitarian law and other pro-

cedures which are grossly in-

adequate and outdated.   

Though he has not touched on 

the appointment of the panel 

by the Secretary General who 

is only a mere employee of the 

world assembly the behaviour 

and the body language of His 

Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa 

has proved himself as the win-

ner at the end of the delibera-

tions.   
 

Building Peace and healing 

wounds  
 

His Excellencyôs words on 

building lasting peace, healing 

of wounds, ensuring economic 

prosperity, granting rights of 

the whole nation to live in har-

mony, aspirations of economic 

development and reconcilia-

tions, constitutional changes 

have been taken by the col-

leagues in the highest spirits.  

As His Excellency repeatedly 

endorses it is time for we Sri 

Lankans to be in the path of 

development, development 

and development in order to 

achieve our target to be the 

wonder of Asia.  The road is 

clear and the vision is intact 

and the leadership is strong, 

dedicated and forceful.  All 

that is required is our coopera-

tion, commitment and dedica-

tion until we achieve the tar-

get.  The most important fac-

tor is that the family of Nations 

love our President and the  

Nation. 

Nenasala is a concept initiated by His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa with 

the intention of educating the rural youth on information Technology and 

applicable computer knowledge.  At the time President Rajapaksa was 

given the responsibility for the upliftment of IT the rate of knowledge has 

been 10 %.  Today it has 

come upto 30%  which is 

an achievement compare 

to the region and the 

world over.  Currently 

there are over 622 Nena-

salas all over Sri Lanka.  

But nothing outside Sri 

Lanka.  The one we are 

trying to set up will be 

the first Nenasala out of 

Sri Lanka which will cater 

Middle East expatriates to 

liaise with the home 

country and to remit their 

savings to respective 

families and for safe.  

Nenasala will be housed 

at the Embassy to be util-

ized by the community.   

Articles published by the 

Ambassador on the fol-

lowing topics after assuming duties in the UAE. 

1. China-Sri Lanka Economic, Political and Historic Relations 

2. Foreign Policy in Sri Lanka 

3. ñTourism is Booming in Sri Lankaò ï Are we ready to meet the future                                                                                                                        

    demand 

4. Education and knowledge is power 

5. A unique constitution in Action  

A Nanasala in the United Arab Emirates  

The only Nanasala oversees  

His Excellency Sarath Wijesinghe, the Ambassador of UAE is avail-

able to the public 24 hours on mobile Nos. 050 -6143586,             

056 -7337532 There will be two public days in Abu Dhabi and Du-

bai for the public.  

He could be accessed via email:lankemb@emirates.net.ae. and   

sarath8@hotmail.com  and the direct line :02 -6315252  
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Every drop of water that fills up this great port should       

dissolve and wipe out the feelings of weakness and    

inability that once prevailed among usò  

We are aware that after many centuries Sri Lanka is ready to make a great and significant mark in the world. A 

symbol of this is the ceremonial intake of sea water to this great port today.   

There were many obstacles to launching this great event in the history of our country. There were many who 

found fault with us. There was vengeful criticism of us. They blamed us for undertaking this project. They were 

determined not to let this succeed. They challenged us, and even sought to take legal action against us. But it is 

now time for all of them to open their eyes to see this reality. The soft rain that fell today and the water that 

comes in to this port from the sea will wash away all that 

criticism and objections. 

 

My Dear Sons and Daughters 

Throughout our great history there had been many famous 

ports around this land. The port of Tambapani where King 

Vijaya landed was located on the north-western stretch of 

sea below Mannar. Those who arrived in our country for his 

marriage landed at the Mahathiththa Port also on the north 

western coast. 

  

On the northern coast, at Point Pedro, was located the great 

Dambakola Patuna port where the sacred Sri Maha Bodhi 

was first brought to our land. On the Eastern Coast, below 

Trincomalee, was located the Lanka Patuna port from where the Sacred Tooth Relic of the Buddha was brought 

to our land.  
 

After his many conquests abroad King Gajaba returned to the country from Port of Godawaya that is situated a 

within sight from Ambalantota. Ports and fords such as Kirinda, where Vihara Maha Devi arrived in the South 

were located in the former Magampura region. Apart from this, the Sri Lankan ports of Mantota and Gokanna are 

marked in the first map of the world drawn by Ptolemy. This is a cause for great pride to all of us who cherish 

our heritage. 
 

Friends 

We must announce to the world that this is a massive technological achievement built in Sri Lanka. Therefore, 

we will not anymore be a nation that is satisfied with supplying only fuel and water to ships. This port must lead 

to the emergence of tens of thousands of employment opportunities.  
  

Today, and in the past, this has always been the expectation of the people of Ruhuna. Great politicians who love 

the country such as DM and DA Rajapaksa, who were born here in Magampura, had many dreams about this 

port and its benefits to the people. This is the realization of all those dreams.  

 Our Motherland is not a place to dump the waste and discards of other countries. We must transform our coun-

try as an economic centre that spreads the national brand name ñMade in Sri Lankaò throughout the world. This 

must lead to Sri Lanka becoming an economic nerve centre.  
 

Today, in what is called the dry and harsh area of Magampura we are building an international airport, interna-

tional conference and convention centres, international sports stadia, new railways, expressways and tourist re-

gions. Not only the South, Hambantota, Moneragala and Embilipitiya but the entire Eastern region too will  

More >> Page  14  
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The picture shows the gathering attended in 

support of the government opposing the ap-

pointment of UN panel and also supporting the 

Government on GSP issue. The community has 

pledged to support the Government by working 

harder to send more money in  place of GSP,  

The motto has been that ñWith or without GSP 

country is going to prosper and that we stand 

by the Government on this era of development.  

 

GSP plus  Issue-  2nd  July 2010  

The Ambassador met His Excellency the Minister of 

health where they discussed bilateral issues and ex-

changes knowledge and experience. He agreed to launch 

the project to eradicate dengu fever in Sri Lanka. He 

agreed to identify areas in Sri Lanka to initiate projects. 

Developments and business promotions in the North and 

East and employment promotion too was discussed at 

length. Parties agreed to meet in due course to discuss 

matters in detail.  

Meeting with H.H.Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and  Prime Minister  and 

Ruler of Dubai -13.06.2010  

 

Meeting with Vice President and      

Prime Minister  

Meeting with Ministers  

Meeting with H.H. Sheika Lubna Al Qatami, Minister of 

    Foreign Trade on 15.07.2010.by H.E. the Ambassador. 

 

Meeting with H.H. Sheik Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister            

of Higher Education on 20.07.2010.  

 

Meeting with H.E. Humaid Mohammed Obeid Al Qatami, 

   Minister of Education on 12.08.2010. 

 

Meeting with Dr. Hanif Hassan Ali, Minister of Health on 

   15.08.2010. 
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Mr Sarath Wijesinghe 

receives credentials 

from His Excellency 

Mahinda Rajapaksa 

President of the       

Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka. 

HE Sarath Wijesinghe 

the Ambassador      

receives credentials 

from His highness the 

President of the United 

Arab Emirates 

Assumption of Duty 9 th  of May 2010  

H.E. The Ambassador used this occasion to extend    greeting from H.E. The    president of Sri Lanka to the 

president of UAE and also Sri Lankaôs  interest to strengthen  bilateral     relations in political, trade and other 

fields and His Highness expressed his greeting to H.E. The president of Sri Lanka and also agreed in principle to 

the suggestions made by the   Ambassador.   

Seva Vanitha Unit formed  

Seva Vanitha Unit of the UAE Embassy is 

now reconstituted headed by Mrs. Geetha 

Wijesinghe, wife of the Ambassador of Sri 

Lanka.  One of the main projects will be   

setting up a running fund for inmates of safe 

houses and to help the domestic house  

keepers, in need of assistance. 

 

Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie, Minister of Disaster Management 
arrived in UAE to meet the Chairman of the Red Cres-

cent.  The bilateral relations were more cordial and 

fruitful and the UAE government promised to help Sri 
Lanka in many capacities.  Picture shows the Chairman 

and the Minister exchanging the mementoes . 

Visit of Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie   
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Wesak Poya Day celebration on 27th and 28th May 

2010 The picture shows the Wesak celebration in 

which the community has erected 22 pandals and 

number of dansalas which was attended by thousands 

of Sri Lankans. Bakthi Geetha was sung by the chil-

dren of the  Daham Pasala followed by a sermon by 

Ven.  This is the official function of the new Ambassa-

dor who addressed the gathering on the same day of 

his arrival. There was a sermon conducted by Ven. 

Agalakada Siri Sumana Thero at the Embassy prem-

ises.   

These are the pictures of the poson poya day celebrations in Abu Dhab on 25th and 26th June 2010.  The cere-

mony was conducted by Ven. Kurunegala Dhammananda Thero. The pinkama was well attended and the most 

conspicuous is the attendance of the Buddhist monks from Dubai temple.  

Poson Poya Day celebrations   

  Wesak Poya day Celebrations at the  Embassy premisis  
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The Embassy celebrated the joy of the event by repro-

ducing images and organizing a lecture by Dr. Pera-

kum Gunaratne who is an expert on the subject.  The 

event was extremely successful well attended and re-

ported in local and international media.  Dr. Gunaratne 

gave very useful information on the harbour Project.  

Medical items were collected from the community 

to be donated to the flood victims in Pakistan.  A 

consignment was received by the community who 

were very appreciative of the steps taken by the Sri 

Lankan Embassy and the community. 

Sending medical items to Sri Lanka for 

flood relief  

Donation of Medical items to        

Pakistan  

Hambantota Harbour project   Cele-

bration in UAE ï 15 th  August 2010  

Mr. Rohan de Alwis, Solicitor, Attorney-at-Law, Vice 

President of the Association of Professionals of Sri 

Lanka in UK visited the Embassy for a lecture on 

ñProfessionalism in  Business Managementò which he 

addressed the community on modern techniques of 

professionalism in Government Departments  and Cor-

porations and the private sector.  

Lecture  on ñProfessionalism in     

Business Managementò by  

Mr. Rohan de Alwis ,12 th  July 2010  

 

Community collected consumer items and medical items 

for the flood victims in Sri Lanka.  Consignments were 

sent through Sri Lankan Airlines for distribution.  
 

At the same time funds and utensils were collected to 

be given to victims in down South to purchase boats.   
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